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Spillway 
106 Lake Vista Place

Brandon, MS 
601.919.2924

Mon.–Fri.  9am–7pm

Castlewoods 
507 Lakeland Place

Flowood, MS 
601.992.2200

Mon.–Fri.  9am–7pm

Pearl 
Airport Road at I-20

Pearl, MS 
601.939.0700

Mon.–Sat.  9am–7pm
Sun. 9am-3pm

Richland
1132 Hwy 49 South

Richland, MS
601.664.1620

Mon.–Fri.  9am–7pm

Visit our website for all MEA locations!

Business Spotlight: Brick 
House Fitness Center
See page  12

$6.9M approved for Trooper School Windham announces candidacy
   With much encour-
agement and support, 
I, Gary Windham, 
announce that I have 
qualifi ed to run for 

election as the Constable for District 
4 in Rankin County, Mississippi. The 
Republican primary is on June 3, 2014.
 I am 50 years old and married to 
Judy Windham, who works in the 
family business, Dukes Steakhouse 
in Pelahatchie. We have three chil-
dren, Devin, Clay and Brittney. We are 
members of Concord Baptist Church. 
In civic organizations, I am a char-
ter member and past president of the 
Pelahatchie Lions Club, and a member 
of the John P. Byrd Masonic Lodge 
,where I am a master mason. 
 I am a lifelong resident of Rankin 
County. I graduated from Pearl High 
School in 1981. I have been a process 
server and owner of Metro Process 
Servers for 17 years, which is primar-
ily focused in Rankin County and the 

Jackson Metro Area. In this capacity, 
every day I perform many of the crit-
ically important aspects of the duties 
of Constable, and I work regularly 
with the judges, prosecutors and law 
enforcement professionals that I will 
interact with on a daily basis as your 
Constable. 
 I have been working diligently to 
meet each of you personally. If for 
some reason we have not met, please 
know it is not because of lack of effort 
on my part. We are walking the streets 
and knocking on doors all over the dis-
trict every day. In my business, I'm on 
call 24/7. It's something that I'm used 
to and something that  I intend to con-
tinue as your Constable. My cell phone 
is 601-613-2328. Please call anytime. 
 Having the experience and quali-
fi cations to provide effective profes-
sional service with the highest stan-
dards of integrity, honesty and trust, I, 
Gary Windham, ask for your vote and 
support as your Constable for District 4.
 Find us on Facebook at Gary Wind-
ham For Constable.

By: Gary Windham

On April 21, bills aiming to strengthen law enforcement were signed. Department of Pub-
lic Safety Commissioner Albert Santa Cruz, Rep. Mark Baker (R-Brandon), Speaker of the 
House Philip Gunn and members of the Mississippi Highway Patrol look on as Gov. Phil Bry-
ant signs into law funding to support a new Trooper School. Further  provisions will increase 
funding for 16 additional Assistant District Attorneys in various high-case load areas areas 
around Miss. and drug courts, and a requirement of DNA collections from persons convicted 
of certain crimes (Katie's Law). (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Severe weather leaves imprint in Pelahatchie
 On Monday, April 28, Mississippi, 
as well as other states in the South, 
were warned of severe weather that 
could produce hail, damaging winds, 
more fl ooding and dangerous torna-
does. The warning proved true for sev-
eral areas in Mississippi, and the dam-
age from tornadoes and high winds 
was substantial.
 For the most part, the town of Pela-
hatchie had received very little rain. 
Most of the thunderstorm and tor-
nado warnings in Mississippi were 
north of the town in counties such as 
Yazoo, Warren, Sharkey, Humphreys, 
Issaquena, Lee and Holmes. Unfortu-
nately, those warnings proved disas-
trous when tornadoes touched down 
in the cities of Vicksburg, Yazoo City, 
Tupelo, Canton, Decatur, and Louis-
ville, Miss.
 Tornado alerts for Rankin, Attala, 

Hinds, Simpson, 
and Leake Counties 
started around 12:30 
p.m. and remained 
until 9:30 p.m. Still, 
in Pelahatchie, only 
very small amounts 
of precipitation had 
begun. 
 Looking at the 
weather radars may 
have proved con-
fusing for some. 
The storms cells 
on radar seemed 
to pop up out of 
nowhere. Weather 
experts worked dil-
igently on-air to in-
form viewers which 
storm cells were 
producing severe 
weather, and when 
to seek shelter.

 Some cities re-
ceived another 
round of warnings 
from Yazoo City 
to Madison in cen-
tral Mississippi and 
more south from 
Vicksburg to Laurel. 
    Late in the after-
noon, a storm cell 
moving northeast 
produced torna-
does in the cities of 
Richland, Pearl and 
Brandon, leaving a 
spotted path of de-
struction through 
the area.
    In the same path, 
although not list-
ed on any tornado 
maps as an area 
that received  an 
actual tornado, was 

the town of Pelahatchie. Pelahatchie 
received some degree of high winds 
and tornado-like severe weather. The 
storm passed through the town around 
7:15 p.m. The severe weather, tornado 
or not, began around Exit 68. A ve-
hicle was tossed off of the interstate, 
trees were shredded, and structures at 
two gas stations were damaged. Con-
tinuing through town, more trees were 
stripped of their leaves, and the fence 
at the Pelahatchie High School softball 
fi eld was partially laid on its side.
 "Pelahatchie was spared the brunt 
of the storm. We had some damage at 
the interstate; but, thankfully, no one 
was injured. Please say a prayer and 
make a contribution when appropri-
ate to those that bore the brunt of this 
storm. I am very thankful to our po-
lice, fi re, and public works [personnel] 
who got out in the thick of things and 
made sure everyone was safe," says 
Mayor Ross in a tweet that evening.

By: Katie White

(Top) A light pole lands on a diesel truck 
behind the Chevron on Hwy. 43. (Bottom) 
The Texaco sustained damage to roof and 
structure walls. (Photos by Katie White)



   As I compose this 
month’s column, the 
disastrous tornadoes 

we have experienced are fresh in our 
memories. I am thankful that we expe-
rienced only a relatively small amount 
of damage, for others have been devas-
tated by these storms. One of the hard-
est hit areas is Louisville, where my 
good friend, Will Hill, is leading the 
recovery as Mayor. I would ask that 
you join me in praying for that com-
munity as they deal with the human 
loss and the material loss they have 
experienced. Many in our community 
are responding and volunteering their 
time and possessions to help. I am 
very appreciative of how our commu-
nity responds in times of need. If you 
are able to help, we have been posting 
on Facebook a list of ways to do that. 
I will also list a couple of them here. 
If you want to send items to help, they 
need toiletry items, undergarments, 
and non-perishable food and fi nger 
items, but not clothing. This can be 
sent to City of Louisville, 201 Ivy 
Street, Louisville, MS 39339. Also, 
many times the best help is simply 

cash in the hands of those who are 
trained to get the items most needed. 
If you would like to help directly, do-
nations can be sent to Winston Com-
munity Development Disaster Relief 
Fund, c/o Renasant Bank, P.O. Box 
389, Louisville, MS 39339. 
 We are enjoying some wonderful 
weather between the storms, and the 
spring fl owers have been beautiful this 
year. The spring showers have slowed 
the progress of many of our local 
projects, but hopefully May will see 
renewed action to see some of these 
completed. The fi rst phase of Milltown 
Park will be completed this month. We 
have a good bit of clean up to do, and 
the parking area needs to be complet-
ed. We will also be installing the new 
playground equipment there. The sew-
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See Tommy & Sheena Miles
in Morton

89 Hwy. 481 South
1-800-258-6366 ● 601-732-6769

See Tom Miles
in Forest

807 Hwy. 35 South
1-877-469-7886 ● 601-469-7886

Photo special to The Pelahatchie News

Reason behind the booms

 Taking pride in Pelahatchie's re-
sources comes with a big boom. It's 
a safe boom, and its purpose is con-
trolling the buzzard population on the 
Pelahatchie water tower. 
 People living or working in down-
town Pelahatchie have become ac-
customed to hearing the boom, which  
sounds like a gunshot. People visiting 
the town wonder what it is.
 It's actually a butane cannon. The 
cannon runs on an automatic timer, 
and it can be set to go off as often as 

needed. In this case, the cannon cycles 
every 16 minutes with four rounds. 
The cannon is purposely set not to cy-
cle at night so that a person's sleep is 
not disturbed. The cannon's timer is 
battery operated. 
 Buzzards are legally protected un-
der the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 
1918 in the U.S. However, a buzzard's 
messy discharge is extremely acidic 
and eats away at the beautifully paint-
ed water tower.  The butane cannon is 
an effective and humane method for 
controlling the near 100 buzzards that 
tend to light on the tower daily.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie water tower on Hwy 80. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

continued on page 5
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 The Legislature went 
home Sine Die on April 
2 following a whirlwind 
90-day session that even 

included one Extraordinary Special 
Session in the waning hours of the 
fi nal night. The short session was the 
result of pushed up deadlines in an 
effort to close out business as soon as 
possible.  We left a full four days pri-
or to our original closing schedule – at 
a savings to Mississippians of around 
$143,000. We left Jackson with over 
$400 million dollars in our Rainy 
Day Fund and passing almost a $200 
million dollar bond bill to help with 
many needed projects and investments 
across the State.
 We were able to pass important 
measures in displays of bipartisanship 
and cooperation. I believe it is import-
ant that leaders sit down and reason 

together.  It invariably results in better 
service to the people.
 First, we were able to secure a re-
spectable pay raise for our public 
school teachers.  The effort began in 
the House as a complicated process 
and was amended by the Senate to 
provide a total of $2,500 across-the-
board pay raises to all teachers during 
the next two years, with the opportuni-
ty for future pay increases based upon 
the success of the schools and school 
districts in which the teachers are em-
ployed.  The House overwhelmingly 
voted to approve the Senate version of 
House Bill 545.
 We were also able to provide 
$1,000 raises to our most underpaid 
state employees. State employees who 
make less than $30,000 will receive 
these raises, and there is hope for more 
employee considerations next year.  
While this amount was not as great as 
our hard-working employees deserve, 
I was glad that we were able to at least 

offer some help. 
 The House demanded State Aid 
Road Construction bonding authority 
for rural county projects by refusing 
approve funding bills for both the Mis-
sissippi State Department of Transpor-
tation and the State Aid Division.  We 
balked on March 31 by sending the 
MDOT appropriation bill and the State 
Aid bonding bill back to the Senate.  
The Governor called a special session 
in the session to address the House 
demands, and we overwhelmingly ap-
proved SB 2001 and SB 2002 of the 
special session.
 Also during the special session, we 
approved HB 1 and HB 2, which pro-
vide for an additional 16 assistant dis-
trict attorneys and supportive appro-
priation to help clear crowded criminal 
dockets in specifi ed districts.
  We voted to approve an amendment 
to the Department of Public Safety’s 
budget, which included a $6.9 million 
appropriation for a Trooper School.  

The last one was funded in 2011.  The 
Mississippi Highway Patrol is roughly 
150 troopers short of a full comple-
ment, and this school should graduate 
60 recruits.  I was among a number of 
my colleagues who introduced stand-
alone measures to fund such a school 
previously, and am very pleased we 
were able to secure the start of a school 
during this calendar year.
 Thanks to some innovative legis-
lation, we have approved the right of 
high school juniors to have the option 
of taking an ACT test as their high 
school exit exam.  This idea was fi rst 
mentioned by the Governor as an al-
ternative to the massive testing pro-
gram currently employed to determine 
whether or not our students are learn-
ing.  I strongly supported this evalua-
tion approach.  
 We voted to include “In God We 
Trust” on our State Seal, and protect 
the religious freedom of all Mississip-

Legislative Issues: wrap up of the 2014 session

continued on page 4

During 2013, the Town of Pelahatchie began working on resurfacing Brooks Avenue to Lake 
Road, as well as Hwy 80. Other reconstruction efforts include Hwy. 43, where offi cials are 
working towards creating a wider and direct passageway through the Cross Roads area of 
Pelahatchie. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Highway construction ongoing

By: Tom Miles
State Representative
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• Annual Wellness Exams
• Medicaid Immunizations
• Minor Emergency
• Prescription Weight Loss
• Pulmonary Function Testing
• DOT / School & Work Physicals
• Sick VisitsP R O P E R T I E S

•  Paula Ricks  •
KeyTrustProperties.com

Allison Palmer
601-506-1420

Mary Ann Roper
601-720-2002

Buying or Selling? We hold the keys
to your new home.

Goldman wins art award
 The Awards Ceremony and Recep-
tion for the 26th Annual Goodwill Art 
Show was held at the Madison Square 
Center for the Arts on Sunday, March 
23, 2014.  
 The Goodwill Art Show celebrated 
the creative fl air, diversity and expres-
sion of people with disabilities.  Those 
with disabilities of all ages were en-
couraged to enter – professional, 
non-professional and school student 
artists annually submit outstanding 
works of art, and this year was no dif-
ferent.
 Among the winners at The Good-
will Art Show was Barbara Goldman 
of Pelahatchie. Goldman received the 
Non-Professional Honorable Mention 
award. She also received a cash prize 
of $50. "It was very touching to see 
a lot of handicapped people there. It 
was heart-warming to see their work 
and to see them get so excited when 
they won. The children and adults at 
the art show really conquered being 
handicapped, and I loved getting to see 
that," says Goldman.
 “Goodwill has for over 50 years in 
Mississippi provided training and jobs 
for people with disabilities. The cre-

ative diversity exhibited by our friends 
is extraordinary,” says Gray Wiggers, 
Goodwill of Mississippi’s President 
and CEO.  

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Barbara Goldman of Pelahatchie won an 
Honorable Mention award for her artwork. 
(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Legislative Issues: wrap up session
pians by passing Senate Bill 2681.
House Bill 1400 bans abortion after 
the 20th week of pregnancy.  This 
measure was widely supported by both 
chambers in our continuing effort to 
protect the sanctity of human life. 
 The bill that I authored the last two 
years that increases the death benefi t 
for our law enforcement offi cers and 
fi re fi ghters from $65,000 to $100,000 
was signed into law by the Governor.  
The entire Legislature approved of this 
effort.  We also approved not requiring 
fi rst responders who are injured in the 
line of duty to use their personal leave 
in lieu of depleted sick leave.  Senate 
Bill 2597 was named after TPD Offi -
cer Gale Stafford who lost his life in 
Tupelo in December 2013. 
 There were a several other measures 
that I have authored and worked on the 
last couple years that will go into law 
on July 1, 2014. Tax exemption to food 
pantries, this bill will make our food 
pantries that have a 501 C3 tax exempt 
when they buy food from a store.  Er-
in’s Law Awareness is the result of the 
Study committee that was passed last 
year that will educate our children by 
protecting them from sexual abuse in 
an age appropriate manner. The CPR 
bill that we worked with American 
Heart Association to get pass will al-

low CPR to be taught to students in the 
public schools.     
 A couple of bills that I sponsored 
were aimed at helping our disabled 
veterans.  One was House Bill 764 
which allows disabled veterans to ac-
quire a gun permit at no cost, and HB 
1165 which expands the homestead 
exemption for these courageous indi-
viduals.
 House Bill 810, which I sponsored, 
provides that the Department of Hu-
man Services must be notifi ed if a mi-
nor child is in the home of an individ-
ual who is under treatment for mental 
health issues.  This measure is named 
after Andrew Lloyd, a young boy 
whose mentally ill father killed him in 
a murder-suicide.  I hope that this bill 
will help protect innocent lives.
 In all, I feel we had a successful ses-
sion that provided help for deserving 
Mississippians.  There is always more 
to do, and I am looking forward to vis-
iting with you around the district in the 
coming months and hearing your ideas 
for the next session. Thanks again for 
the opportunity you have given me 
and the trust you have placed in me. 
I’ll continue to work hard every day 
to honor that. Rep Tom Miles can be 
reached by phone at 601-469-7886 or 
via email to tmiles@house.ms.gov

continued from page 3
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Estate Planning and Family Law
276 Maxey Drive (39042)

P.O. Box 896
Brandon, MS 39043-0896

Scott Central player recognized

On April 1 at the State Capitol, the Miss. House of Representatives recognized Victoria Viv-
ians for a record-breaking basketball career at Scott Central High School in Forest. House 
members presented House Resolution 88 to Vivians, which commends her on her achieve-
ments. Pictured (l to r) are: Representative John Moore, Victoria Vivians , Head Coach Chad 
Harrison, and Representative Tom Miles. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

er project on the south side of town is 
a substantially complete, and you will 
see road paving equipment there soon. 
 The new Multicraft headquarters 
next to Fairway is making good prog-
ress, and is going to be a great addition 
to our downtown area. We are continu-
ing to aggressively market our town 
and are in detailed discussions with 
potential investors. I want to thank 
each of you for your efforts in mak-
ing your part of our town shine. This 
makes our town much more welcom-
ing and easier to market. I am confi -
dent that our efforts will be rewarded 
soon.
 The Lions Club Car Show will be 

on May 17, as well as other events cel-
ebrating the beginning of summer and 
the end of school. I want to congratu-
late our graduates and wish them 
success in their future endeavors. 
 As the weather encourages more 
outdoor activity, please don’t forget 
that you are welcome to drive your 
golf cart around town. Just make sure 
you follow the traffi c rules and the cart 
is driven by a licensed driver. Also, we 
have bins to receive your spring clean-
ing rubbish at the town barn, as well as 
a recycling bin for your recyclables.
 Thank you all for taking pride in 
your town and making it a great place 
to live and work.

From the Mayor's Desk
continued from page 2

 The Shamrock LE Motorcycle Club 
and the Spirit Riders Motorcycle Min-
istry worked with schools in the area 
to donate teddy bears for the children 
at Blair E. Batson Hospital. Over 100 
teddy bears were donated from Pela-
hatchie Elementary alone.   
 On Thursday, April 3, the Spirit 
Riders visited the students of Pela-
hatchie Elementary to tell the students 

how much they appreciated their hard 
work and donations. 
 Mrs. Janet Beasley's class donated 
the most teddy bears, and the Spirit 
Riders awarded them with a certifi cate 
and a pizza party.
 The Spirit Riders were formed 
in 2008 to help those in need in the 
community. Their motto is "Have you 
helped someone today, " says Joe Lac-
ey, Vice President. "We do whatever 
God lays upon us to help others."

Over 100 teddy bears donated

Special to The Pelahatchie News

(Top) The Spirit Riders awarded Mrs. Beasley's class with a certifi cate and a pizza party for 
donating the most teddy bears. (Bottom) Pelahatchie Elementary donated over 100 teddy 
bears. (Photos special to The Pelahatchie News)
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New arrivals!  Earthgrace, Miss Me, Cello Jeans

Ronaldo · Hobo · Clothing · Jewerly · Gifts & More

601-854-7112 
110 S. Brooks Ave · Pelahatchie, Ms 
facebook.com/RazmatazofPelahatchie

Next door to the Pelahatchie Police Department

Cross Roads Baptist Church
Where the Lord is at work...in us and through us!

Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service

10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service

5:00 - Cross Clubs for Children & Students
6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner

7:00 - Children’s Mission Activities  •  Student Worship
Ladies Bible Study  •  Couples Support Group

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

Highway 43, 5 miles south of I-20, Exit 68

Serve Out Loud a day about serving the community
 On Saturday, April 26, the Ever 
Reaching Community Outreach Serve 
Out Loud event was deemed a success 
by organizers. The event brought over 
40 churches and ministries together 
for a day of celebration to serve others 
in Mississippi communities. 
 Performers included praise teams 
and choirs from different groups, such 
as: Antioch Baptist Church, Grover-
ton Presbyterian, Holmes Assembly 
of God. Other entertainment included 
Grace  Alman, Judahseed, and Cross 
Roads Praise & Worship Band. 
 Bro. Scott Walters of Antioch Bap-
tist Church served as emcee of the 
event. Speakers included: Sheriff Bry-
an Bailey, Rep. Tom Miles, Charles 
Holmes from Miss. Benevolence, 
Bro. Scott Mangum from LifeSpring 
Church, Bro. David Brewer of Holmes 
Assembly of God, and Bro. Sino 
Agueze from Making Jesus Real. 
 Other participates ran booths. 
Booths included: Sole Hope, who 
takes milk jugs and worn blue jeans 
and creates shoes for children in 
Uganda; Eastside Baptist Church 
raised funds for a local cancer patient, 
Tim Chunn; Kristi Pennington Shanks, 
with the Rankin County Sheriff’s Of-

fi ce, sold beautiful homemade bird-
houses to raise funds for her sister and 
brother-in-law's traveling expenses to 
bring  home their 3-year-old adopted 
daughter from Ethiopia; Groverton 
Presbyterian’s youth group sold ice 
cream and special treats to raise funds 
for summer camp. 
 Drop-off bins for donations were 
also available. There were bins for: 
purses and toiletries for Handbags 4 
Hope’s women’s ministries; plastic 
grocery bags for a local church who 
makes mats for the homeless; poptabs 
from soda cans for bracelets made by 
Hands Up Outreach; canned food for 
ERCO’s food pantry.
 Attendees could participate in Serve 
Out Loud by donating the gift of life 
with Mississippi Blood Services. 
 Other participants consisted of 
Catholic Charities, Celebrate Recov-
ery, Center for Pregnancy Choices, 
Center for Violence Prevention, Chris-
tian Women & Men’s Job Corp., Gal-
lant Hearts, Lighthouse Community 
Dev. of Miss., Living Free, Pioneer 
Ministries, S.H.E. (Sisters Here to 
Empower), and Stewpot. 
 Children enjoyed free train rides, 
bounce houses, face painting, bal-
loons, and more. Food plates were also 
available. 

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Participants and attendees at Serve Out Loud, hosted by the Ever Reaching Community 
Outreach, enjoyed a day of ministry and fun. (Photos special to The Pelahatchie News)
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209 Commerce Dr., Suite A
Brandon, MS 39042

We work to find the best coverage 
at the lowest rates, and we offer 
after hours and weekend 
appointments. www.a-magency.com

On April 12, team Pelahatchie Elementary ran in the Central Miss. Susan G. Komen Race 
for the Cure. Pictured (l to r) are Megan Thompson, Robin Sanders, and Rebecca Nelson. 
(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Team Pelahatchie runs for the cure

Pelahatchie Seniors score high on ACT

On April 17, Pelahatchie High School seniors were recognized by the Rankin County School 
District at the Annual ACT Honors program for scoring a 22 or above on the ACT. The stu-
dent recipients (l to r) are, Carolyn Williams, Jessie Jones, Khadejah Stokes, Mitchell Tagert, 
Kortni Atkinson, Lacey Harpe, Drew Harrell, Brittney Keene, Caitlin Bishop, Zach Varner, 
and Jacob Henderson. Drew Harrell was also honored as the Star Student for 2014. (Photo 
special to The Pelahatchie News)

 Central Mississippi will soon see 
a resource for children with serious 
illnesses and special needs, as the 
Mississippi’s Toughest Kids Founda-
tion (MTK) has received conceptual 
plans for a new facility to be located in 
northern Copiah County.
 The 326-acre camp facility will be 
located near Calling Panther Lake, 
approximately nine miles northwest 
of Cyrstal Springs, and will include 
many outdoor and indoor activities 
built specifi cally for those with special 
needs.  
 “The whole purpose of the MTK 
Foundation is to get these children out-
doors and having fun,” said Mrs. Jim 
Kitchens, MTK director. “We want to 
give them a place where they can be 
safe, enjoy nature and just be kids for 
a few days.” 
 The organization worked with land-
scape architect Jared Acy and Watkins 
Acy Strunk Design on the design of 
the facility. 
 Plans for the camp facility call for 
ball fi elds, a horse arena, swimming 
pool, primitive camping grounds, 
ropes course, archery range, a ten-acre 
lake, Christmas tree farm, star-gazing 
area, and other sites. Several buildings 
will house a gymnasium, cafeteria, li-
brary, teaching kitchen, music room, 
photography room and staff offi c-
es. There will also be a chapel, large 
cabins and an open-air multi-purpose 
facility. Perhaps the most important 
building will be the state-of-the-art 
infi rmary where children will receive 
therapy, medicine (including che-
mo) and even kidney dialysis. Level 

thresholds and covered walkways will 
connect all the amenities and areas at 
the site. The entire facility will be con-
structed without stairs.  
 “At this point, the most important 
part of the foundation is its volun-
teers who donate their time, profes-
sional expertise, and without them we 
wouldn’t be nearly this close to our 
goal,” said foundation board members 
Dan Kitchens and Dr. Ronne Nettles. 
“The entire idea came from the hearts 
of volunteers and from their love for 
these children, and it will be through 
their continued hard work that we suc-
ceed.” 
 More information, including an il-
lustrated map of the grounds, can be 
found at www.mtkfound.com.

Camp facility for special needs
children in the planning stage
Special to The Pelahatchie News

Photo special to The Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie News Classfi eds
Avon

AVON - Earn extra income with 
a new career! Sell from home, 

work, online. $15 startup.  
For information, 

call: 888-606-1774

Sell us your Car
Top Dollar Paid for Wrecked, 
Damaged, Junk, Running and 

Non-Running Cars, Trucks, 
Vans & SUV's.  Call Now!  

888-672-0603 Fast Pickup!

Call Clay Mansell at 601-397-4442 to see your classifi ed here.



Terms of contest entry:
User must text the phrase POBTEXT to the number 95577 between 12:00am on April 21st and 11:59pm on May 30th. No purchase 
necessary, customers and non-customers may apply. Must be 18 years or older to participate. Limit one entry per person. 
Deadline for entries is 11:59pm (CST) on Friday, May 30,2014. Drawings will be held on Monday, June 2, 2014 and winners will be 
contacted via text message on the subscribed phone. Odds of winning are determined by number of entries received. One 
winner will receive $100 cash and ten winners will receive $10 cash. Sponsor may use the phone number provided for marketing 
and other solicitations. Promotion is void where prohibited and in any jurisdiction where it has been voided by sponsor. Standard 
messaging rates may apply. Sponsored by PriorityOne Bank located at 220 Main Avenue North, Magee, MS 39111. 

Subscribe to win!
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RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR
601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Moncrief Furniture
Great

Bargains

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT DIRECTORY

Endorsed by: Current District 4 Constable Tim Gardner

I promise again to serve Rankin County as a full time
Rankin County Constable, to treat all our citizens with the respect 

they deserve and protect the quality of life that we all share as 
residents of Rankin County.

•  Former Two Term elected Rankin County Constable
•  Attends Pink Lake Church
•  Co-managed Family Business based in Rankin County
   for 20 years Lindz’s a Place of Christmas
•  Mississippi National Guard Teen Challenge Mentor
   (Camp Shelby)
•  Over 20 years of criminal and civil investigation
   experience

•  Completed Law Enforcement courses with US Marshals
Service, Rankin County Sheriff’s Dept., Interstate Crime
Enterdiction (I.C.E.) and other Drug Enforcement Training.
•  Made over 5,000 arrests as your Constable in District 4 to
include felony and misdemeanor drug arrest, crimes against
our families, our children and our communities with an’
estimated recovery of over 1/2 million dollars
•  43 year resident of Ranking County

Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you be strong and courageous. 

Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged, for The Lord your God 
will be with you wherever you go.

9May 2014



Annual Pelahatchie Easter Egg Hunt at Muscadine Park

 

 On April 12, several showed 
up to make the Annual Pela-
hatchie Easter Egg hunt at 
Muscadine Park a great suc-
cess. By the looks of it, every 
child had a successful hunt, 
too.
 Snacks were served, eggs 
were found, faces were painted, 

and live baby chicks, rabbits, 
and puppies were on-hand.
 It wouldn't be an Easter egg 
hunt without the Easter bunny. 
Even though he's busy this time 
of year, he managed to show up 
and brighten the day even more 
than it was already.
 It's safe to say that children, 
parents, and visitors had a great 
time at the Pelahatchie Easter 
egg hunt this year. 

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Photos special to The Pelahatchie News

10 May 2014
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Teachers receive P.R.E.P.S. awards

Pelahatchie High School recently received three P.R.E.P.S (Program of Research and 
Evaluation for Public Schools) Value Added Awards. The awards were presented at the 
P.R.E.P.S annual conference held in March, 2014. The awards were presented for the sub-
ject area testing program that students participate in each year. Pelahatchie High School 
received the P.R.E.P.S. awards in U.S. History, English 2 and Biology 1.  Pictured (l to r) are: 
Donna McMillian, U.S. History; Nina Mills, English 2; and Shannon Moore, Biology 1. (Photo 
special to The Pelahatchie News)

   Congratulations to 
all our high school se-
niors! You have com-

pleted one chapter in your life, and 
now you begin a new journey. As 
you begin this new journey, many of 
you are fi nding yourself at a cross-
roads. “Where am I going to col-
lege?” “What is my major going to 
be?” “Am I going to start working a 
job?” There are so many questions that 
race around your minds. One question 
that may be on many of your minds 
is: “What is God’s will for my life?”
 As you grow older, the questions 
change to “Who am I going to marry?” 
“Where am I going to live?” “Am I go-
ing to buy this house?” or “Do I start 
my own business?” The one question 
that remains is, “What is God’s will 
for my life?”
 What a life-changing, life-direct-
ing, and life-giving question. If know-
ing God’s will for your life is so im-
portant, how does one know it? Will 
God speak to us through a burning 

bush like Moses? Will there be a big 
billboard with fl ashing lights pointing 
to the answer? Unfortunately, for the 
most of us, there are no burning bush-
es or fl ashing billboards, but I will let 
you in on something. We already know 
God’s will for our lives. 
 God has revealed His will for our 
lives in the Bible. “Love your Lord 
your God with all your heart, soul, and 
mind.” “Love your neighbor as your-
self.” “Let your yes be yes and your no 
be no.” “Whatever you do, do for the 
glory of God.” “Seek fi rst the King-
dom of God.” “Honor  your father and 
mother.” “Husbands, love your wife 
as Christ loved the church.” “Pray for 
enemies.” These are but a few of the 
many parts of God’s will for our lives, 
and they all point to God’s ultimate 
will for our lives: To be like Jesus!
 Doing what God calls us to do in the 
Bible will keep you busy for the rest 
of your life. All the questions about 
college, career, and marriage become 
details along the way. As you seek to 
honor God and live for Him, You will 
discover life’s details will be revealed 
to you along the way as you seek to 
live out the Bible each day.

By: Leslie Trigg
East Rankin Academy 
Chaplain

The Pastor’s Perspective:
What is God's will for my life

 Author Vera Simpson Gaines 
chronicles the life of an extraordinary 
woman in her new book, Chosen From 
Birth.
 “Bonnie Davis requested on her 
death bed to have her story told,” 
Gaines recalls. “Her husband asked 
me to review all her notes to see if it 
would make a good book. I was in awe 
of her story and how she survived such 
a horrible life of abuse.”
 Compiled from Davis’ journals, 
Chosen From Birth takes readers to 
1960s rural Mississippi, where Da-
vis grew up with an abusive, bipolar 
mother who dabbled in witchcraft. 
Her story is one of resolve and stead-
fast faith, and she turned to God for the 
strength she needed to survive.

A story of faith in  Mississippi
Special to The Pelahatchie News

Photo special to The Pelahatchie News

www.facebook.com/PelahatchieNews

Like The Pelahatchie News on facebook for updated news in the local area.
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Business Spotlight: Brick House Fitness Center
 Pelahatchie is a town where people 
like to keep fi t. They ride bikes from 
Hwy. 43 in Pelahatchie to where it 
ends in Brandon at Shiloh Park. They 
walk and run on sidewalks and streets 
in the downtown area, and also on the 
more rural roads, where the chicken 
and cow farms are found. Now, due to 
a dream coming true for one certifi ed 
Physical Trainer, there is a new place 
in town where people in Pelahatchie 
can continue their fi tness regimen.
 Brick House Fitness Center opened 
its doors on February 1, 2014. Mi-
chelle Carter, owner, feels extremely 
blessed by the outpouring of support 
the gym has received before and after 
it opened. Carter and her family are 
originally from Pelahatchie.
 The decision to open the fi tness 
center in Pelahatchie was based on 
convenience. Not only was Carter run-
ning out of time driving to an out-of-
town gym, she thought others might 
be as well. “People stop working out 
because they have to put so much time 
and effort into just getting to a gym, 
but our location makes it very conve-
nient for the people of Pelahatchie,” 
says Carter. “The gym is very non-in-
timidating. It’s just normal people 

wanting to get healthy. People don’t 
feel like they need to already be in 
perfect shape just to fi t in. The gym 
and tanning are both open 24/7, which 
helps members make time to come 
workout.”
 Mayor Knox Ross also played a 
pivotal role in the opening of the gym. 
“He is so passionate 
about helping our town 
grow that if you’re 
around him you can’t 
help but have that pas-
sion rub off on you. It 
makes me proud to see 
all the positive changes 
taking place in Pela-
hatchie, and I’m excit-
ed to be a part of that.”
 As Carter was con-
sidering opening a 
fi tness center, she ap-
proached Josh Car-
ter,  her nephew and a 
senior at East Rankin 
Academy, about working for her after 
school. “Josh and I work very well to-
gether. He is an amazing young man. 
When I fi rst conceived of the idea 
of opening a gym, Josh was the fi rst 
person that I approached to see if he 
would be interested in working for me. 
I literally offered him the job before 

the fi rst brick was laid on the building. 
He and I are both learning the ropes of 
running a gym together.”
 “Our gym, of course, is smaller 
than other gyms in larger cities; but, 
what we lack in size, we make up for 
in quality. We have everything one 
would need to get a good workout.”

 Brick House uses the 
brand Wilder Athletics, 
and all the equipment is 
new. They pride them-
selves on keeping the 
equipment clean and in 
good working condi-
tion. Along with a good 
workout, members can 
also utilize the tanning 
bed. Carter says the 
rates at Brick House 
are very competitive 
with other gyms, as 
well. “For an individu-
al, it’s $30 per month; 
for a couple, it’s $50; 

and for a family of up to four mem-
bers, it’s $60. Unlimited tanning is an 
additional $15 per month per person.”
 Carter had previously received a 
Bachelors degree from Belhaven Col-
lege, and a Master’s degree from The 
University of Southern Mississippi 
in education. She was a teacher for 

10 years. Before Brick House Fitness 
Center was built, Carter continued her 
education by completing PT training 
from FiTOUR. 
 “When I decided to open a gym, I 
thought the best thing for my members 
would be to have a certifi ed personal 
trainer available on location. I don’t 
charge extra for this service.” 
 When a customer becomes a mem-
ber, Carter can help them establish a 
step-by-step program they can follow 
to help “acclimate them to working 
out properly.” Members don’t have 
to follow any program to join, but the 
service is available if they feel they 
need it. Carter is always available for 
questions; and, if she doesn't know the 
answers, then she has a network of 
professionals she can learn from.
 Brick House has a strong member-
ship following. “The 300 members 
that we have are some of the nicest 
people. They follow the rules and help 
ensure that our gym is a friendly, safe 
place to come enjoy not only getting 
into shape, but a place to enjoy social-
izing and making new friends.”
 For more information about Brick 
House Fitness Center, call Michelle 
Carter at 601-665-2788 or 601-854-
5600, or visit them online at www.
brickhouse-fi tness.com.

By: Katie White

Michelle Carter, owner, stands in 
front of Brick House Fitness Cen-
ter. (Photo by Katie White.)

PTO Parents of the Year

On April 10, the Rankin County School District honored Parents of the Year 2014. Among 
the parents who were recognized are Paige Tucker (L), Pelahatchie Elementary Parent of 
the Year; and Jessica Sledge (R), Pelahatchie High School Parent of the Year. (Photo spe-
cial The Pelahatchie News)
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Summer shouldn't mean hunger for our nation's children

 As a child, I always looked forward 
to the carefree joy of summertime. 
I remember the long days of playing 
outside at a nearby park until I need-
ed to come home for lunch.  Unfortu-
nately, many of our nation’s children 
do not experience the simple joys of 
summer.  In fact, far too many are left 
worrying where their next breakfast or 
lunch will come from when schools 
are dismissed for summer break.
 During the school year, about 31 
million American children receive 
school meals through the National 
School Lunch Program and School 
Breakfast Program every day. About 
21 million of those children receive 
meals at a discounted rate or for free, 
based on their family’s income.  When 
summer rolls around, though, only 
about 3.5 million of these children 
participate in USDA’s summer meals 
programs. 
 That means millions of eligible 
low-income children are at risk of go-
ing hungry during the summer months. 

And we know that to thrive and reach 
their highest potential, children need 
good nutrition all year long. 
 USDA’s Summer Food Service 
Program (SFSP) is working to fi ll this 
hunger gap for children who quali-
fy for free and reduced price meals 
during the school year. The program 
serves free healthy meals to 
eligible children ages 18 
and under, and is made 
possible through the 
efforts of national, 
state, and local 
partners, including 
a cadre of ener-
gized volunteers. 
 While USDA 
has worked to 
increase access to 
summer meals for 
low-income children 
for many years, SFSP 
began receiving priority 
attention in 2013.  Last sum-
mer, USDA employed a new tac-
tic of working with partners to deliver 
intensive, targeted technical assistance 
on SFSP in fi ve states.  The result was 
a historic increase in the number of 
meals served, nationwide—7 million 
more than the previous year!  We hope 
to continue building on last year’s suc-

cesses with our state and local partners 
in 2014, and move closer to closing 
the summer hunger gap.   
 The key to success this year will be 
expanding the number of sites open 
for summer meals. We must spread the 
word to schools, parks and recreation 
departments, libraries, and faith and 

other community organizations 
across the nation; their 

participation is criti-
cal for the continued 

success of SFSP. 
The deadlines to 
become Summer 
Food Service 
Program sponsors 
vary by State, and 
begin as early as 

April 15. Program 
sponsors oversee 

and provide meals to 
summer sites.  In re-

turn, USDA, through the 
States, reimburses program 

sponsors for the meals served to 
children. 
 I’m sure it comes as no surprise 
when I say that galvanizing hun-
dreds of faith-based groups, civic 
groups, recreation centers, food banks, 
schools, other non-profi t organiza-
tions, and volunteers takes time, effort 

and commitment on all sides.  For any 
community that treasures its youth 
(and I haven’t met one that doesn’t), 
we must organize now to fi ght hunger 
this summer. 
 If you or your organization is inter-
ested in helping us reduce the risk of 
hunger among our nation’s youth, visit 
our website, www.summerfood.usda.
gov. The summer meals outreach tool-
kit includes sample outreach plans, 
templates, customizable fl yers, door 
hangers, letters to parents, examples 
of site activities, best practices, and 
more.  State representatives are also 
available to answer questions and fa-
cilitate sponsor enrollment and site 
registration.  
 This year, let’s work together to 
make sure every child in our great na-
tion has a hunger-free summer.
 Editor's Note: Kevin Concannon is 
the USDA Under Secretary for Food, 
Nutrition and Consumer Services. 
The National School Lunch Program 
is a federally assisted meal program 
operating in public and nonprofi t 
private schools and residential child 
care institutions. The program was 
established under the National School 
Lunch Act, signed by President Harry 
Truman in 1946. Concannon lives in 
the Washington D.C. Metro area.

By: Kevin Concannon, 
USDA Under Secre-
tary for Food, Nutri-
tion and Consumer 
Services 

Pelahatchie senior Brittney Keene was selected as the Rankin County School District Stu-
dent of the Month. Brittney (right) is pictured with her mother, Jennifer Harris (left), after 
being honored at the RCSD board meeting on April 9. (Photos special to The Pelahatchie 
News)

Keene district Student of the Month
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Student of the Month and Citizenship Awards

March Citizenship award recipients at Pelahatchie Attendance Center included Janae Col-
lier, 11th (left); and Cody Lane, 9th (right). (Photos special to The Pelahatchie News)

March Student of the Month recipients at Pelahatchie Attendance Center included (l to r), 
front row: Maleigh Edwards, 8th; Mrs. Lauren Barkley, teacher; and Alexus Johnson, 9th; 
back row: Sandra Lewis, 7th; Scheldon Irvin, 10th; Drew Harrell, 12th; and Anna Phillips, 
11th.

4-29-14 PNews

Join Rapid Oil Change “VIP Club” for Big Savings.
Text RAPID3 to 90210 & Join Today!

Flowood, Lakeland Dr. @ Airport Rd.
601-939-3022
w w w . o i l c h a n g e m s . c o m

Express Services S The Oil Change Pros

We are  a  S tate  Inspe ct ion  S tat ion

3.5 x 1.75
Pelahatchie News

Scan Code & 
Fill-out Form EXPIRES 6-3-14

“WORKS”
CAR WASH Like Us on

Facebook!

ANY CASTROL
OiL CHANge

$800
OFF

EXPIRES 6-3-14

$500
OFF

SeT OF 
WiPeR 

BLADeS
$500

OFF

EXPIRES 6-3-14 EXPIRES 6-3-14

ANY FiLTeR 
PURCHASe

$700
OFF

  

AT THE LIBRARY
I N  P E L A H A T C H I E

Adult Book Club  May 21, 11:30 a.m. - Adult Book Club
 Discussing Unbroken by Laura 
 Hillenbrand (soon to be a major motion
 picture directed by Angelina Jolie)

Fizz, Boom, Read! May 22, 4:00 p.m. - Kindergarten - 6th   
R U Ready grade - register for summer reading and  
 enjoy fun activities

Library appreciation breakfast held for city offi cials and employees. (Photo special to 
The Pelahatchie News)
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The group will get an up-close-and-personal look at the “Viking Lifestyle” with a tour of the Viking Hospitality Group in Greenwood. Also included is 
a tour of the beautiful Alluvian Hotel, the Alluvian Spa and the Viking Cooking School and Retail Store. Following that, the group will meet a step-on 
guide from the Greenwood Convention and Visitor’s Bureau for The Help tour.
 
Filmed primarily in Greenwood, The Help, Mississippi native Kathryn Stockett’s bestselling novel, went on to claim an Oscar for best supporting 
actress. The group will take a riding tour of where scenes were �lmed and will see some of the areas where the cast and crew enjoyed their time in 
Greenwood.

In the Viking Theatre Kitchen, the group will enjoy a demonstration by a sta� Chef, enjoy a wonderful lunch, and take home a recipe booklet.

On the drive back, the group will stop in Indianola to visit the new B.B. King Museum, where interactive displays and “Smithsonian” grade artifacts 
depict the life and times of the Mississippi legend and how his work has made a lasting impression on American music.

The tour will conclude in Pelahatchie around 7:30 p.m.

Tour includes:
• Round trip travel from Pelahatchie on luxury motorcoach transportation, DVD  
 player, restroom on board
• Complimentary donuts and orange juice
• Guided tour of the Alluvian Hotel and Spa in Greenwood
• A Delta "goody bag" from the Greenwood Convention and Visitor's Bureau
• Guided tour of the Viking Cooking School and Retail store in Greenwood
• Riding tour highlighting the movie, The Help, including seeing where key scenes  
 were �lmed, where the stars lived, worked, and enjoyed their spare time in the  
 Mississippi Delta

• A Viking Demonstration Class for lunch, including a customized menu and a 
 recipe guide
• Time to shop at the Mississippi Gift Company, which o�ers Mississippi-made  
 products including arts and crafts, food products, books and magazines
• A visit to the Welcome Center in Belzoni, "The Cat�sh Capitol of the World," and  
 a take-home packet of several cat�sh recipes
• A tour of the B.B. King Museum in Indianola

Journey to the unique Mississippi Delta and the town of Greenwood for a special 
“Summer Day Trip” adventure. The tour will depart from the Pelahatchie Baptist 
Church in Pelahatchie at 7 a.m. on Thursday, June 12, heading up Highway 49, 
with complimentary Shipley’s Donuts and orange juice to start the day.
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Hatchie News
For the latest in what’s happening in

Pelahatchie, download the app today.
Available on:

iTunes (App Store): https://bit.ly/1scBhqm

Android (Google Play): http://bit.ly/1jFb7bG

HTML 5 Mobile Version: http://bit.ly/1fOKegG

606 2nd St
Pelahatchie

601.854.8251

M-F 7:30a-5:00p
Sat 7:30a-Noon


