
Megan Hall Candidate for Ward 4 Alderman
SPECIAL TO THE
PELAHATCHIE
NEWS
As a small

town girl, I have
always appreci-
ated the warmth
and sense of
pride that a
tight-knit com-
munity shares. I
have loved Pela-
hatchie and all

its qualities. For this reason, I want to
officially serve our community as
Ward 4 Alderman. Upon being elected,
I will serve my constituents and the
community at-large with the respect,

integrity, and honor that this position
demands.

I will work to help promote
small businesses. My husband and I
are both small business owners and un-
derstand what it takes to keep a com-
pany alive and growing. I also
understand what brings new busi-
nesses to an area. I am committed to
making Pelahatchie a place that home-
owners and businesses want to call
home.

Sustaining our community and
improving quality of life is essential to
attracting new residents. As a REAL-
TOR®, I understand how schools,
public works, police, fire services and
crime statistics impact a person’s deci-

sion when choosing a place to call
home.

I am committed to promoting
economic development, revitalizing
our neighborhoods, and advancing

community services. I love this small
town and all the future possibilities
that are ahead. Pelahatchie

needs fresh, forward-thinking ideas to
help bring forth the greatest results. I
would greatly appreciate your support
and your vote on June 4.

Married to Kevin Hall•
Co-Founder and President of•
Pelahatchie Volunteer Fire
Department Auxiliary (2010-
present)
Members of Pelahatchie Baptist•
Church
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson•
Bachelor’s Degree in Business•
Management from Belhaven
University
Board of Directors, Jackson•
Association of REALTORS®

(Photo special to The
Pelahatchie News)

“I am committed to promot-
ing economic development,
revitalizing our neighbor-
hoods, and advancing com-
munity services.”

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Pelahatchie, MS
Permit No. 4

Community 
Spotlight

Pelahatchie Baptist Church
See page 8

Watoto
Children’s Choir
Friday, March 8
See page 7

Issue 3 March 2013 Volume 2

Pelahatchie News
P.O. Box 771 

Pelahatchie, MS  39145  

Spillway 
106 Lake Vista Place

Brandon, MS 
601.919.2924

Mon.–Fri.  9am–7pm

Castlewoods 
507 Lakeland Place

Flowood, MS 
601.992.2200

Mon.–Sat.  9am–7pm

Pearl 
Airport Road at I-20

Pearl, MS 
601.939.0700

Mon.–Sat.  9am–7pm
Sun. 9am-3pm

Richland
1132 Hwy 49 South

Richland, MS
601.664.1620

Mon.–Sat.  9am–7pm
Visit our website for all MEA locations!
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SPECIAL TO THE PELAHATCHIE NEWS
Shannon Moore of Pelahatchie

High School has been named the
2013 Rankin County School District
(RCSD) Teacher of the Year. The 11-
year education veteran has taught Bi-
ology, Chemistry and Human
Anatomy and Physiology courses at
Pelahatchie since arriving at the
school in 2006. For three of the past
six years, the highest Biology I scores
in the District have been Moore’s stu-
dents, with over 82 percent of her stu-
dents scoring Proficient or Advanced
on the MCT2.

“Ms. Moore is committed to ex-
cellence in teaching and to seeing her
students excel. Her ability to inspire
her students to do their best and to be
excited about what they are learning
in her classroom is remarkable,” said
RCSD Superintendent Dr. Lynn

Weathersby.
“Pelaha tch ie

High School is the
best kept secret in
Rankin County,” said
Moore. “I love being
here. We have a great
staff and wonderful
administrators.”

As a result of
her students’ success,
she is in high de-
mand as a science
coach and teacher
mentor. She is a
member of the Pela-
hatchie High School Leadership
Team, a consultant with JBHM Edu-
cational Group, and she serves on the
Southern Regional Educational
Board and the ACT Increasing
Course Rigor and Instruction in Biol-

ogy Committee.
“When a student fi-
nally understands a
concept, and the light
bulb turns on, I know
I have completed one
of the most basic but
rewarding tasks as a
teacher. Teachers
must continue their
education in order to
provide rigorous in-
struction that will en-
hance and contribute
to successful aca-
demic student

achievement. Continuing to keep my-
self up-to-date and educated in tech-
nology is an important factor that has
also influenced my overall teaching
style,” said Moore.

Moore is a graduate of Delta

State University with a Bachelor of
Science in Secondary Education with
a concentration in Biology and a
minor in Chemistry. She currently
teaches Biology I, Chemistry and In-
troduction to Biology.

“Mrs. Moore works really hard
to reach all of her students by provid-
ing extra-help opportunities both be-
fore and after school. Students know
she is available, and they are not in-
timidated asking her for help,” said
Pelahatchie High School Principal
Shane Sanders. “Our students know
she is dedicated to seeing them suc-
ceed.”

Moore will go on to compete in
the Mississippi Teacher of the Year
from the Mississippi Department of
Education. She was selected from a
field of 28 RCSD teachers who were
nominated by their schools.

RCSD Superintendent Lynn Weath-
ersby announces to Ms. Shannon
Moore's class that she is the 2013
RCSD Teacher of the Year. (Photo
special to The Pelahatchie News)

Shannon Moore named 2013 Rankin County
School District Teacher of the Year
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From the Mayor’s Desk
BY: KNOX ROSS,
JR., MAYOR OF

PELAHATCHIE

We have just
finished a rainy
February, which is
good for growing
things but hard for

making progress on outdoor projects.
I am pleased to report to you that our
Town is moving out of the worst of
our recent economic hardships and
making progress. Our sales tax rev-
enues are up substantially from the
previous year, and we will not see the
effects of the new Fred's store until
next month. I want to thank you for
giving our merchants a chance to earn
your business. By doing that, you
have helped to strengthen our town’s
economy, which increases the
chances of attracting more businesses
and making it an even better place to
live. We opened up bidding on Mill-

town Park on the 28th of February.
We also have tentative approval

to put the Brooks Street/Lake Road
overlay project out for bid; however,
we still need final approval by the
Mississippi Department of Trans-
portation, which, hopefully, will ar-
rive soon.

We also should be able to put
our water, sewer and street paving
projects out for bid soon. We are
awaiting final drawings from our en-
gineer.

We are seeing new interest in
our community from industrial
prospects. This is an encouraging sign
regarding our community and the
overall economy, and we are working
hard to make our community as invit-
ing as possible.

As you may have noticed, a
new business is set to open in the for-
mer Farm and Home Center location.
Papa T's is an antique business owned

by Tim Lawrence, and it will be open
soon. We appreciate Tim's confidence
in our town and wish him the best.

We also have contracted with
Waste Management to place a recy-
cling bin at the town barn near our
rubbish collection area. While we

have not had the bin placed as of yet,
look for it because it should be placed
any day now. We will also update this
on our Facebook page. 

As always, I encourage you to

give our local businesses an opportu-
nity to earn your business. I also en-
courage you to "like" our Town
Facebook page. We have lots of infor-
mation there. Also, if you have a local
business, please take the time to set up
a Facebook page of your own and let
us know about it. We love to share
your products and services on our
page so that we can get the word out.

As always, many thanks to the
staff of The Pelahatchie News for pro-
ducing a paper that we can take pride
in. Please give the advertisers in this
paper an opportunity to earn your
business. Without them, it would not
be possible.

Special to
The Pelahatchie

News

Nona Meacham, Independent Distributor
300 S. Brooks Ave., Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Office: (601) 854- 5300
Cell: (678) 488- 5894

www.nonameacham.myplexusproducts.com

501 Second Street, Davis Shopping Center
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-7478

Shellie Varner Breland D.D.S.  |  William T. Neely III, D.M.D.

525 Second StreetPelahatchie, MSHope to see you soon!!!

"I want to thank
you for giving our

merchants a
chance to earn
your business."

Fridays &
Saturdays

Ya’ll Don’t Need a Line or a Pole.
Come Down to Our Crawfish Hole.

1186 Hwy 43 South, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-546-2255

East Rankin g eneral
school calendar

Date Event

March 7 District Teachers Meeting

March 8-15 spring  holidays

march 29-april 1 easter holidays

Candy’s Florist and Gifts
Flowers, Candles, and More

Monday thru Friday 8-5

601-854-5154
Candy’s Florist was formerly Robin’s Florist located in downtown
Pelahatchie across the street from Priority One Bank on Hwy 80.
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Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP
Tracie Bass, LPN
Kim Risher

Florence Measells
Jennifer Wilson
Dr. William F. Krooss. II

507 Hwy 80 West
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-854-8002

• Minor Emergency
• Annual Wellness Exams
• Medicaid Immunizations
• Prescription Weight Loss
• Pulmonary Function Testing
• Sick Visits
• DOT / School & Work Physicals

OUR STAFF:

BY: AMY TILL, PAC
VENTURE TEACHER

Pelahatchie High
School Venture students par-
ticipated and completed the
state portion of the Missis-

sippi Future Problem Solving
Affiliate Bowl at the Univer-
sity for Women in Columbus,
Miss. The Team also won first
place in the senior division for
Community Problem Solving. 

Pictured are PAC Venture six team members; L to R, Abby Bouslay,
Kameron Morris, Drew Harrell, Jordan Bishop, Jacob Henderson and
Anna Creel. (Photo by Amy Till)

Pelahatchie Attendance
Center Venture team
takes home first



The Pelahatchie Volunteer Fire Department’s Flame Tamers participated in the 2013 Putting
Out The Flames Chili Cook-Off on Feb. 9 in Flowood, Miss. The department won first place
in the chili cook-off. (Pictured from left to right) Chief Clark Phillips, Asst. Chief Dennis (Papa
D) Jackson, Asst. Chief Jenny Coward, Capt. Joey White, Capt. Richard Irby, Lt. Debbie
Scarberry, Tyler Ogden, Austin Brunt, Kirkland Phillips, Tabitha Phillips and James Skinner.
(Photo Special to The Pelahatchie News)

Pelahatchie Volunteer Fire
Department wins first
place in chili cook-off
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Pelahatchie Hig h school
fastpitch softball calendar

Date Opponent PLACE JV v
March 7 Newton Away 5 p.m. 6 p.m.
March 8 Leake County Away 5p.m. 6 p.m.
March 21 McLaurin Away 5 p.m. 6 p.m.
March 22 Hartfield Academy Away 5:30 p.m. 4 p.m.
March 25 Newton Away 6 p.m. 4 p.m.
March 28 Sebastopol Away 5 p.m. 6 p.m.

PAC rifle team places 5th
in Mississippi/Louisiana

Rifle League
SPECIAL TO THE PELAHATCHIE NEWS

The Pelahatchie JROTC Marks-
manship Team won 5th place in
the Mississippi/Louisiana Rifle
League. The Team is comprised of
Willie Meadows (team captain), Leah
Jackson, Brittney Gordon, and Tristan
Smith. Competitions began in Septem-
ber of 2012 with 37 teams competing,
and the season ended with the league
championship match on January 26,
2013. Leah Jackson took first place in

the “Guts Match” during the competi-
tion. 

“It was an extremely tough com-
petition, and we were most proud of
being the only 1A School in the cham-
pionship,” said SFC (R) John Gough,
the Marksmanship Team coach.

The Marksmanship Team has
qualified to compete in the Army &
Air Force JROTC Service Champi-
onship from February 14 through Feb-
ruary 17 in Anniston, Alabama. 

ALLABOUT  YOU
BeaUTIQUE

CUSTOM MADE
• Decorations
• Gifts
• Florals
• Jewelry
• Handbags
• And More

PELAHATCHIE’S EASTER AND
PROM HEADQUARTERS

PROM/SPRING BREAK SPECIAL: TAN A
MONTH FOR ONLY $25!

STUDENT SPECIAL ON MYSTIC TAN ONLY $16.50

BEAUTIFUL, CUSTOM MADE-TO-ORDER
PERSONALIZED EASTER BASKETS, STUFFED ANIMALS,

BALLOONS, AND MORE! FREE DELIVERY UNTIL
THE SATURDAY BEFORE EASTER!

PROM CORSAGES, WRISTLETS, JEWELRY,
HAIRSTYLES, AND MAKEOVERS!

ST. PATRICK’S DAY GREEN BLING, ETC. 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 10:30 A.M.-5:30 P.M. SATURDAY 11:00 A.M.-2 P.M.
300 S. BROOKS AVE., PELAHATCHIE, MS

601-854-5300
WWW.ALLABOUTYOUBEAUTIQUE.COM

ALL ABOUT YOU BEAUTIQUE - LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

HE IS NOT HERE: FOR HE IS RISEN, AS HE SAID.
COME, SEE THE PLACE WHERE THE LORD LAY. MATTHEW 28:6



BY: JENNY COWARD, 
ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF

Well, here it is March already,
and it is proving to stand true to the
old saying about March winds.
Let's hope another old saying of
“Comes in like a lion and goes out
like a lamb” holds true as well.

The Delta District in February
responded to a total number of 84
calls: Lake Harbor Fire Depart-
ment-23 calls, Pelahatchie Fire De-
partment-30 calls, Walters Fire
Department-14 calls and Leesburg
Fire Department-17 calls.

The Hot Spot is proud to an-
nounce that Pelahatchie Fire De-
partment's Flame Tamers won the
2013 Putting Out The Flames Chili
Cook Off on Feb. 9 hosted by the
Rankin Chamber Leadership pro-

gram. The Flame Tamers also won
the People's Choice Award. This
award was voted on by the people
for best chili. Lake Harbor Fire De-
partment took third place in the
event with some fine HOT chili. It
was a great day for the Delta Dis-
trict. Nine Rankin County volun-
teer fire departments along with
two individual businesses partici-
pated in the event. It was a day
filled with laughter, friendly com-
petition, smack talk and great fel-
lowship among the brothers and
sisters of Rankin County fire serv-
ice. The event raised $2,300 that
will be split evenly among the par-
ticipating fire departments. Hope-
fully, next year, more departments
and supporters will come join in
the event.

Some Pelahatchie firefighters
attended Pelahatchie Elementary
on Feb. 8 to put on a fire safety
demonstration along with showing
the engine and rescue to the 2nd
graders who had been reading
about firefighters and firefighting.
The group had a great time and re-
ceived Jr. Firefighter badge stick-
ers, safety stickers and a personal
invitation to come visit the station
for a grand tour.

With all the rain that has been
falling in our area, the Delta Dis-
trict wants to advise everyone that
if they come to water over the
roadway to, please, not cross
through it. The water could hold
hidden debris. It could be deeper
than it looks, causing your vehicle
to flood and stall. The water can 

rise
quick-
ly within
a matter
of seconds,
sweeping your
vehicle away into 
deeper water like a river. Please
fine an alternate route.

Remember, as we experience
these March winds, keep safety
first when you start your spring
yard cleaning. When you start to
burn leaves, tree limbs or branches,
make sure the winds are minimal,
and keep a garden hose close by to
help contain your fire.

So, until the next Hot Spot ar-
ticle, keep safe, stay alert, and re-
member help is only three numbers
away-9-1-1.

Fire Department News

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Granted, we’re not actually the fastest feline in the world, but 
we are the fastest cat in the

River Oaks Hospital
quality care with lightning speed and awesome cat-like attention.

 
  

Granted, we’re not actually the fastest feline in the world, but 
 emergency room worldthe fastest cat in the

River Oaks Hospital, we know what it takes to deliver the highest 
quality care with lightning speed and awesome cat-like attention.

 
  

Granted, we’re not actually the fastest feline in the world, but 
 emergency room world. At Crossgates

, we know what it takes to deliver the highest 
quality care with lightning speed and awesome cat-like attention.
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SPECIAL TO THE PELAHATCHIE NEWS
The Greater Jackson Chamber Partnership

named Kaye Sowell, a kindergarten teacher at Rouse
Elementary School in Brandon, as one of 12 Metro
Teachers of the Year. The teachers were selected by
the Chamber’s Teacher Selection Committee from
over 100 applications.

Sowell, a native of Pelahatchie and a graduate
of Pelahatchie High School, has 32 years’ experience
and taught at Pelahatchie Elementary before moving
to Rouse. She is a popular keynote speaker at state
and national early childhood conferences.

“I am proud that I have built relationships with
the families of the children I have taught,” said Sow-
ell. “Watching my students achieve success in their
lives brings me great joy.”

A graduate of Mississippi State University, she

received her Master’s Degree from William Carey
University. Additionally, she is a board member with
the Mississippi Early Childhood Association and has
received their highest honor – the Mississippi Early
Childhood Association Award. Sowell’s other recog-
nitions include the Southern Early Childhood Asso-
ciation President’s Award and the Mississippi
Alliance for Arts Education Distinguished Arts Ed-
ucator Award.

“Mrs. Sowell is very deserving of this award.
She is always willing to go the extra mile for her stu-
dents through creativity and other elements she
brings into the classroom,” said RCSD Superinten-
dent Dr. Lynn Weathersby.

She and her husband Glen reside in Brandon,
and they are the parents of two boys and one grand-
child.

Kaye Sowell is named a Greater Jackson Chamber Part-
nership Metro Teacher of the Year. (From left to right) Mid
Mississippi Division Bancorp South President, Joseph
Moss, Kaye Sowell and Chairman for the Greater Jack-
son Chamber Partnership, Socrates Garrett. (Photo spe-
cial to The Pelahatchie News)

Rankin County School District teacher Kaye Sowell
is named Metro Teacher of the Year



DRIVE AWAY WITH A 

TRUCKLOAD OF SAVINGS

*Annual Percentage Rate. Rates may vary depending on length of loan term, and credit score.
 Standard Underwriting Guidelines Apply.

AUTOMOBILE FINANCING RATE 
AS LOW AS 2.90%*

6 March 2013



Moncrief Furniture

To advertise on our Business
Card Spotlight page, please
contact Clay Mansell at
601-566-1932, ext. 1
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• Complete home security system
installed w/video, remote viewing, 
smoke detection

• Wireless Camera - regular $299
• Now only $99, installed

PRO-TECH
SECURITY OF MS
601-SECURITY
(601-732-8748)

SPECIAL TO THE PELAHATCHIE NEWS
The Watoto Children’s Choir,

traveling from Africa, kicked off their
six-month United States tour in
Tomball, Texas, on Sunday, January
13, 2013, and the tour will be making
a stop in Pelahatchie  on Friday, March
8. The performance will start at 6 p.m.
at Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist
Church. The performance is free and
open to the public.

The Watoto Children’s Choir
acts as Watoto ambassadors to raise
awareness about the plight of orphaned
and vulnerable children of Africa. Wa-
toto is a holistic child-care solution ini-
tiated to serve the dire needs of Africa.

Each of the children in the choir
has suffered the loss of one or both
parents, and they live in Watoto Chil-
dren’s Villages, where they receive the
care they need to grow into productive

citizens. 
The choir presents an energetic

fusion of contemporary gospel and tra-
ditional African rhythm. With vibrant
African music, dance routines and life-
transforming stories, the tour is indica-
tive of the new generation of leaders
emerging from Watoto. 

“Through the choir’s Concert of
Hope, we share a message of transfor-
mation by telling the story of Africa’s
rescued orphans and women. We hope
to reach out to audiences with the mes-
sage of Christ’s healing power,” said
Gary Skinner Watoto, founder of the
organization.

The globally-acclaimed Watoto
Children’s Choirs have traveled inter-
nationally since 1994.

For the full choir schedule, visit
https://www.watoto.com/the-choir
/see-the-choir. Watoto Children’s Choir performing. (Photo Special to The Pelahatchie News)

Watoto Children’s Choir comes to Pelahatchie

WE BUY JUNK CARS

SPECIALTY TREE SERVICE,
LLC
Gabe Walters
601-405-5857
Specializing in large and

•    Tree Trimming
•    Stump Grinding
•    Lot Clearing
•    Debris Removal
•    Free Estimates

Air Duct Cleaning for allergy relief 
* energy savings

What's circulating in your home's Air Ducts?

Call Now for Appointment!
601-609-5540

Sed Bledsoe
We are Insured 

Fireplace Chimney Sweep
Professional Cleaning & Repair since 1979

Business  spotlight  DirectoryBusiness  spotlight  Directory



Community Spotlight: Pelahatchie Baptist Church
SPECIAL TO THE PELAHATCHIE NEWS

Since 1852, Pelahatchie Baptist
Church (PBC) has faithfully brought
the Pelahatchie community the mes-
sage of Jesus Christ and has taken se-
riously the command to “Go into all
the word and preach the gospel.” The
number of members has changed over
the years; however, the call of the
church has remained consistent “To
love God and to love one another”

Last year, PBC was ranked sec-
ond among churches of equivalent
size for giving support to missionaries
overseas. 

“In 2012, we raised over
$70,000 to combat disease, hunger
and spiritual apathy,” said Senior Pas-
tor Guy Hughes. “This year, we are
sending a team of 22 members to the
Dominican Republic to assist in earth-
quake recovery efforts.”

PBC continues to expand their
reach to other parts of the world. Cur-
rently, PBC is sponsoring the implan-
tation of house churches in Southeast

Asia, and they have also sent students
to Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Mexico.

However, PBC does not only
support over-
seas mission;
they are also
committed to
helping those
in need
within the
state of Mis-
sissippi and
in the local
community.

“In
order to give
back to our
town, the
church has
supported the
food pantry
at the Pela-
hatchie Po-
lice Department,” said Hughes. “We
believe in giving our time and money
to help those in need.”

At PBC, anyone can find
someway to give back. The Prayer
Shawl Ministry meets at the home of

Mrs. Jean
Ross, and
they crochet
prayer shawls
to give to the
critically ill
for their
physical and
spiritual com-
fort. The
Young at
Heart Min-
istry under
the able di-
rection of
Rita Mash-
burn keeps
the senior
adults active
and loved.

Longtime women’s ministry leader,
Margaret Clay Davis, often takes
singing groups to local nursing homes

to sing hymns of encouragement to
residents. 

Also, multiple opportunities are
given to guide the next generation to
be like Christ. Kevin McKee serves as
student pastor, and his 22 years of ex-
perience serve the church well as he
assists students through some difficult
situations. Ty Pennington is in charge
of the College & Career class that
ministers to individuals who are in
their early twenties. J.W. Barnes leads
a team of bus drivers and ladies who
pick up children in the community for
the Wednesday night Engage Min-
istry. 

“Pelahatchie Baptist Church
takes very seriously its responsibility
to assist families in passing the faith
to the next generation,” said Hughes.

Sunday morning church service
begins at 10:30 a.m., and Sunday
night service begins at 6 p.m. For
more information about Pelahatchie
Baptist Church, contact the church of-
fice at (601) 854-8809. 
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A frontal view of Pelahatchie Baptist Church. Photo Spe-
cial to The Pelahatchie News

of rankin county

For your family or business, we offer
personalized coverage from a choice

of insurance companies.

our agency is committed to helping
you choose the right insurance

coverage for your needs.

Steven Wallace
601-825-5242

1301 West Government Street
Suite 101

Brandon, MS
swallace@insuranceassociate.com

www.insuranceassociate.com

BREWER 
HEALTHCARE CLINIC
Downtown Pelahatchie

Family w Geriatric
Acute Care Nurse Practitioner

610 Second St.
P.O.BOX 445

Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Phone: 601-854-5044
Fax: 601-854-8448

Open Monday thru Friday

Linda Brewer
CFNP -CGNP -CACNP
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Preparing for tax season? 
Gear up for tax season with

Ross & Betts, PLLC

Knox W. Ross, Jr. and Shirell Stuart Betts
Certified Public Accountants

107 South Brooks Street
P.O. Box 369

Pelahatchie, MS  39145
Office: 601-854-7007

Fax: 601-854-7008

Legislature update
BY: TOM MILES
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

We are a lit-
tle over half-
way through the
2013 Legisla-
tive Session and
still working.
Both chambers
have passed
general meas-
ures that origi-
nated in our
own chamber
and are in the
process of get-

ting appropriation bills passed. Many
of these bills will greatly help average
Mississippians and were passed with
strong bi-partisan teamwork. As I have
said before, if we work with each
other, the public will benefit.

Now, the House’s general bills
will be considered by the Senate, and
we will be voting on Senate measures.
Here is a quick update on some of the
issues involving Pelahatchie and some
that you might be interested in:

You may have read, there is quite
a debate underway about where the
State Department of Revenue will be
located. Proposals have been made to

move the agency to downtown Jack-
son, the old WorldCom building in
Clinton and another location in Clin-
ton. I suggested that a site in Pela-
hatchie should be considered as a
reasonable option. Even though I
knew it was a long shot, I believed the
Pelahatchie option would have pro-
vided a chance to build a new build-
ing. Importantly, it would have also
given an economic boost to Eastern
Rankin and Western Scott County and
would have been centrally located to
most Mississippians. 

Even though my amendment to
House Bill 1337 to move the agency
to Pelahatchie died on a voice vote, I
believe the effort was worth it. Pela-
hatchie garnered some much-deserved
recognition as a municipality working
hard to increase its economic base, and
I enjoyed working with the local offi-
cials trying to put Pelahatchie’s name
out there. We believe it could lead to
other potential economic development
projects in the future. 

Our small towns deserve a chance
to succeed. This is the reason I helped
sponsor House Bill 590, which will
provide grants and loans to revitalize
our struggling downtown areas. This
bill passed the House and is headed to

the Senate.
We voted to approve Senate Bill

2806, which will provide tax incen-
tives to the new retail development,
The Outlets, at Bloomfield in Pearl by
designating it a “cultural retail attrac-
tion.” Under this scenario, the devel-
opment will also become a tourist
destination providing interactive, vi-
sual and audio opportunities for peo-
ple to learn about Mississippi’s rich
music heritage. All of us are excited
about the economic boom this devel-
opment will mean, not only to Rankin
County, but to all of the communities
served by the I-20 corridor. I voted in
favor of this bill and will continue to
push for economic development op-
portunities such as this for our com-
munities. This is expected to bring
1,600 new jobs to Rankin County and
Central Mississippi.

In a banner decision for Missis-
sippi students, we passed House Bill
317 by a vote of 115-4 to waive com-
munity college tuition for Mississippi
students with a C or better average. We
believe this is an important step in pro-
viding worthy Mississippians a shot at
a college education. As a proud grad-
uate of Hinds Community College, I
believe we should do everything pos-

sible to support our community col-
leges and encourage our students to at-
tend them. I am very proud of this
effort.

The House also passed two im-
portant public education bills. House
Bill 781 provides a phase-in of pre-
kindergarten instruction, and the Gov-
ernor’s Educational bill HB 890
focuses on student literacy in reading
and math. It was also amended giving
a $5,000 across-the-board raise for our
teachers who have not received any
salary consideration in many years. 

I am the lead author on House Bill
269, which was passed unanimously
118-0 by the House on Feb. 7 and was
released to the Senate on Feb. 14. This
bill provides increased death benefit
from $65,000 to $100,000 for our law
enforcement, fire fighters and emer-
gency management. I believe this is
the least we can do to show our appre-
ciation to the brave men and women
who live their lives in service of oth-
ers.

Erin’s Law is still alive, and I am
happy to report that the Senate version
passed the chamber by a vote of 51-0.
My hat is off to Sen. Nancy Collins of
Tupelo for shepherding this measure

(Photo special to The
Pelahatchie News)

— continued on page 11 —

Unique Gift Items

Located in
downtown Pelahatchie

110 S. Brooks Ave.

Spring is on its way so make your way
to Razmataz for Lily and Laura bracelets,
Emi Jays, popular apparel in juniors and

ladies, baby items, pottery, dips and soups.

Contact us at
601-854-7112

                Like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/razmatazofpelahatchie



Drifting off to sleep, I
hear, "Daddy! Daddy! I don't

feel good. I feel like I am going
to throw up." 
After instructing her to get up

and drink a little water, she did so and
felt a little better. So, she laid back down.

After a little while I heard, "Daddy, it's
back again. I'm feeling like I did before." 

Earlier in the evening, when we had retired for
the night, she had told her mother that she was
fearful and wanted a light on, to which her
mother complied. I remembered this and told her
that she was suffering from anxiety. We tried to
identify the source, but never could pinpoint
what may be stirring these feelings. 

I am quite familiar with the unseen op-
pression. So prayerfully, I led her in some hymns
and spiritual songs. She tried to join in, but I
could see her anxiety was overwhelming. The
worship was not piercing her heart. They were
simply words to her. It is amazing how fear and
anxiety do not always need a tragic or profound

source, but only a victim. It is difficult to shake. 

After still seeing the anxiety in her eyes,
I was compelled to ask her where those songs
were that she would sing. She admitted that she
did not know. I clarified by saying, "The songs
that you would make up and sing to God."
Again, she confessed that she did not know. I ex-
plained that anxiety had suppressed them, and
fear had overwhelmed her. The devil had stolen
them. I pleaded with her to dig deep and pull out
that heart song. I instructed her to sing her heart
song to God. She struggled, but then, it came.
Soon, she was singing something about wander-
ing aimlessly in the dark and how God found
her; he guided her out into the light. Her eyes
began to come alive, and she was renewed.
Then, I rested, if but for a moment.
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With more than 30 insurance companies such
as Allstate-Progressive-Travelers-

GuideOne-Foremost-Farmers-Canal and Safeway.
We have a plan to save you money, meet your

needs and keep you covered!

“Any Home or Mobile Home, Good Credit,
Bad Credit, Claims Free or Claim Free, Any
Location * Any Driver, tickets no problem, SR

22’s no problem * 30 plus auto markets
*Good rates for all drivers, discounted

premiums for everyone!

Sing your heart song

10 March 2013

“I instructed her to sing
her heart song to God”

Auto - hoMe - liFe

short terM heAlth

WorKMen’s coMp

MeDicAre suppleMents

MAJor MeDicAl - BonDs

FinAl eXpenses

TOMMY MILES
Owner

601-732-6769
Hwy. 481 South in Morton

SHEENA MILES
Agent - Morton

TOM MILES
Agent - Forest

601-469-7886
Hwy. 35 South in Forest

METRO BAPTIST
CHURCH
P.O. Box 6020

Brandon, MS 39047

(601) 316-7895
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through two committees and the Sen-
ate. The House will now have the op-
portunity to stand up and protect our
children from sexual abuse and sexual
predators.

On another good note, all bills
that would have affected the Public
Employees Retirement System’s ben-
efits to retirees have died on the calen-
dar. There was just no reason that
anyone could find to support altering
the system. A number of my col-
leagues and I have pledged to fight any
changes in the future.

I voted to protect the personal in-
formation of people who register to
carry concealed weapons. House Bill
485 overwhelmingly passed the House
and is now going to the Senate. In this
day and time, it is far too easy for peo-
ple to fall prey to identity theft. Once
a thief has access to your name, birth
date, address and social security num-

ber, the damage can be swift and
heavy. No one should be exposed to
this kind of risk simply because they
want to carry a concealed weapon. 

Also, gun owners will be inter-
ested in House Bill 2, which straight-
ened out the language for concealed
weapons. Before, the language was so
vague that people were unintentionally
breaking the law. Now, an individual
can carry a gun in a holster and be
within the law. 

We will finish the session up
around the first week in April. We still
have a lot of work left to do. If you
would like to visit the Capitol or set up
a tour for yourself, your organization
or church group, I would love to set
you one up and introduce you to my
colleagues. Feel free to contact me
anytime at 601-469-7886, or email me
at tmiles@house.ms.gov. You can also
follow me on Facebook at www.face-
book .com/reptommiles.

— continued from page 9 — Kendall Rhodes signs
with Belhaven

Kendall Rhodes, a senior at Pelahatchie Attendance Center, signed a letter
of intent to play football at Belhaven University.

601-732-6200 
Dentist

JAMIE
ROSS, DMD

233 Woodland St
Morton, MS 39117

NOW OPEN
Monday - Saturday, 9:00 a.m to 6:00 p.m.

Downtown Pelahatchie, next
door to Rhodes and Robby

Consignments taken daily

601-238-1297
Like us on facebook at:

 www.facebook.com/pages/Muscadine-Village-Consignment-Shop-LLC

Kendall Rhodes signing his letter of intent with his parents Joe and Lori Lewis.
(Photo Special to The Pelahatchie News)

The First Apostolic Church of Pelahatchie
will be celebrating its 50th anniversary on March 30-31.
Rev. Jerry Hamilton and congregation extend a heart felt

welcome to all our friends. 

The Saturday night service will be at 7 p.m. featuring
special speaker Rev. David Tipton, district superintendent
of the United Pentecostal Church of Mississippi, and
music will be provided by Jackson First Pentecostal
Church Men's Quartet. One service only on Sunday at

10 a.m. with  guest speaker Rev. Barron Price of Polkville.

Please make plans to come and celebrate with us!
We look forward to seeing everyone!

Elect

MEGAN HALL
Alderwoman - Ward 4

New vision. New direction. New results.

Committed to:
Neighborhood revitalization  •  Safety and security for our citizens

Attracting new businesses  •  Improving quality of life  •  Family Values



Jerry Bynum, Manager
601-854-5256

GO GREEN 
BURN CLEAN
LAMPTON- LOVE of Pelahatchie

LAWN SERVICES ARE
OFF SEASON.

Now is the time to convert your
gasoline mowers to propane at

NO CHARGE.
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SIRMON FORESTRY & REAL ESTATE
Forest Management — Real Estate Sales & Appraisals

601-854-6631

SIRMON FORESTRY & REAL ESTATE
Forest Management — Real Estate Sales & Appraisals

601-854-6631


