
 Michael Wolf served as Pelahatchie 
Town Attorney for seven months. He 
resigned at the January 7 Board Meet-
ing citing "It’s the right time." The 
Board had put his contract on a month-
to-month basis that had to be approved 
at each meeting. He was the third attor-
ney in 18 months. Longtime attorney 
Chris Palmer resigned with the new 
administration, then Brad Mills was 
hired. Wolf was appointed after Mills 
resigned last summer. Wolf helped the 
Town establish a new budget, consol-
idate a couple of water associations, 
and clarified various ordnances. At 
press time, interviews were expected 
to be conducted around February 1.

By Susie A. Wolfe
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ERA Quiz Bowl Team named 
MAIS Quiz Bowl Champions

 At the January 7 Pelahatchie Board 
Meeting, four Pelahatchie Police De-
partment (PPD) officers were recog-
nized for outstanding work in the field 
during the holidays by their new chief, 
Joseph Daughtry, Sr.  
 "We are very proud of our young 
officers and their desire to serve the 
Town," said the Chief. "They are 
friendly and professional and are excit-
ed about learning. Their minds are like 
sponges."
 Kendrell Canada and Billy Pickle 
helped prevent a suicide, with Pickle 
talking the victim down. Pickle, Jus-
tin Stevens, and Jason Watkins appre-
hended a suspect with crystal meth and 
marijuana just after the Pelahatchie 
Christmas Parade in December. 
 Stevens was also recognized for find-
ing a purse that contained over $200 
that belonged to a special needs’ stu-
dent on the side of the road. The stu-
dent had been saving the money for 
Christmas.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Special to Pelahatchie News

Town Attorney Wolf resigns

Special to Pelahatchie News
The East Rankin Academic Quiz Bowl competed in the 32-team 2019 MAIS Overall Quiz Bowl Tour-
nament in January. The ERA Quiz Bowl team successfully competed against Lamar School in the 
semifinals and Jackson Prep in the finals to win first place in the tournament.  Pictured (l to r) are: Dylan 
Davis, Tyler Betts, Ethan Crain, Jackson Harper, and Barron Burnham.

Pelahatchie Police Department recognizes officers

Photo by Pelahatchie News

Officers recognized for preventing a suicide and apprehending a suspect are pictured (l to r) with awards are: Kendrell Canada, Billy Pickle, Chief Daughtry, 
Justin Stevens, and Jason Watkins.

Michael Wolf
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 The track and playground are the only 
areas being used at Milltown Park right 
now. The ballfields remain idle waiting 
to be finished and used.  The Safe Room 
is waiting for a lift-station to finish the 
bathrooms before it will be opened in 
case of emergency.
 Mayor Ryshonda Beechem said she 
has been in touch with tthe Missis-
sippi Emergency Mangement Agency 
(MEMA), who had to approve a $3,000 
increase in the cost of the lift-station 

from the time it was estimated until it 
was to be installed.  The Mayor said the 
paperwork was finalized on January 7, 
so it will be 8-10 weeks before comple-
tion.
 When asked why the ball fields were 
not in use, she said that the Board of Al-
dermen have not approved any expen-
ditures to finish the fields or even keep 
the park presentable. 
 Beechem also said she needs a vol-
unteer/possible part-time park director 
to oversee development of teams and 
scheduling.

Milltown Park set to be finished in March 

Photo by Pelahatchie News

Chief Joseph Daughtry brings 23 years law enforcement experience to the Pelahatchie Police Depart-
ment.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Chiefs Powerlifting brings home first place

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Chief Powerlifting team took first at the Region 3-2A Powerlifting Meet in January. Fin-
ishes were as follows: DeCarius Taylor, first place 114; Mister Lott, second place 114; Colton Biermam, 
third place 123; JD Williams, fourth place 132; Caleb Moore fourth place 148; Matthew Harper fifth 
place 148; Avery Lewis third place 165; Garrett Day third place 220; Carlos Felix, second place 242; 
Hunter Langley second place 308; and Gunner Till first place SHW.
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 Forest native Mark Pinter moved his 
12-year-old car sales business from For-
est to Pelahatchie in December. He sells 
cars, SUVs, campers and trucks. He also 
sold Derksen buildings in Forest since 
2006. 
 For the portable storage buildings, they 
offer rent-to-own, cash or twelve months 
same as cash with approved credit.
 Pinter said, "Derksen is a great com-
pany, offering good quality-built build-
ings."
 Pinter is married to Jodie, and they 
have three children, John Mark, a graph-
ic design student at Mississippi College; 
and Abby, 16 and Carson, 8, who attend 
Lake schools. They are members of Sul-
phur Springs Baptist Church in Sebasto-
pol.
 Mark’s Auto Sales is open Mon-
day through Friday, 9-5:30 and Satur-
day, 9-1. For more information, visit 
their Facebook page or web page at 
www.marksautollc.com.

Mark’s Auto Sales offers autos and buildings

Photo by Pelahatchie News
Mark’s Auto Sales started in 2005 in Forest.

By Susie A. Wolfe

       

FEBRUARY LIBRARY ACTIVITIES
Harry Potter Book Night for Teens

Thursday, February 7, 6:00 p.m.
Adult Crafting Corner: Beaded Bookmark

Thursday, February 14, 2 p.m.
Adult Book Club

Wednesday, February 20, 9:30 p.m.
Discussing Agatha Christie's novel, Murder on the Orient Express

Call the library (601.854.8764) or visit the website (www.cmrls.lib.ms.us)  to register.

 The Cross Roads Baptist Church 
College and Career classes are fund-
raising for a class trip to Passion 
2020. They are selling red, white and 
pink roses for $5 each and chocolate 
covered strawberries for $8 for half 
dozen or $15 for one dozen. 
 Call 225-205-3573 to order.

By Susie A. Wolfe
Cross Roads Sunday School sells Valentine’s gifts

Special to Pelahatchie News

Photo by Pelahatchie News

Dust of snow falls on Pelahatchie

Pelahatchie received a dusting of snow on Tuesday, January 29, that resulted in local school children 
getting a "snow day" off of school.
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Special to Pelahatchie News

It's Mardi Gras Y'all

Krewe de Roux Gumbo 
Cook-Off and Festival

FRIDAY | MARCH 1 | 7:00 P.M.

DOWNTOWN BRANDON

SATURDAY | MARCH 2 | 11:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

BRANDON AMPHITHEATER

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE RANKIN COUNTY CHAMBER

FEATURING: SOUTHERN KOMFORT BRASS BAND AND JASON MILLER BAND
GUMBO TASTING,ART VENDORS, KID ZONE, VIP ROOM, AND MORE!

MARDI GRAS PARADE

GUMBO FESTIVAL

As we go into spring, 
farmers need to re-
member that pastures 
are more productive 
with proper fertiliza-
tion. Soils constantly 

undergo physical and chemical chang-
es. Some plant nutrients are removed 
in harvested crops or harvested hay.  
Some are lost to leaching or erosion. 
Spring is a good time to soil test your 
permanent pastures of bahiagrass and 
bermuda grass, and hay fields. Follow 
the soil test recommendations to apply 
lime and other recommended nutrients.  
 The pH of the soil tells you if the soil 
needs lime. Where it is needed, lime is 
the most effective and inexpensive aid 
available for soil improvement. If the 
soil pH requires more than one ton of 
lime per acre, then concentrate on lim-
ing the field first. Soil pH can impact 
root development and the plant cannot 
take advantage of the applied fertiliz-
er. Low fertilizer uptake can translate 
in low fertilizer use efficiency. Follow 
soil test recommendations on amounts 

of nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassi-
um.  
 Do not apply fertilizer blindly and 
assess the economic aspect of your nu-
trient management plan. Before apply-
ing any fertilizer to bahiagrass or ber-
muda grass this spring, it is important 
that pasture has at least 80-90% green 
up.  
 Also, in the spring, scout your fields 
and identify weeds to develop a broad 
herbicide application plan, which 
will be economic and effective. Some 
broadleaf weeds can be fast growing 
early in the spring and can shade your 
grasses and reduce production. It is 
very important to develop an aggres-
sive weed control program to reduce 
competition for moisture and nutrients.

By Doug Carter, 
Rankin County 
Extension Agent

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Planning for spring fields ERA supports basketball teams

Special to Pelahatchie News

The East Rankin Academy (ERA) Pats lost on January 10 to Lamar School 40-36. Pictured is Noah 
Bellamy in white.  The home games have a good crowd supporting their team.

NAME AGE CITY DOD Arrangements
Mary Brown Armstrong 97 Hillsboro, MS 12/25/18 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Cline Watkins 75 Lena, MS 12/25/18 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Pam Stokes 81 Forest, MS 12/25/18 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Harold Chastain 81 Forest,  MS 12/27/18 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Kathy Thrasher 58 Forest, MS 12/30/18 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Dickie Dawson 68 Kosciusko, MS 1/1/19 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Ricky Dennis 69 Lake, MS 1/8/19 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Elizabeth Wallace 73 Lena, MS 1/8/19 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Marie Floyd 87 Morton, MS 1/9/19 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Mary Ruth Armstrong 72 Morton, MS 1/10/19 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Neal Keeton 64 Morton, MS 1/13/19 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Derek Hudson 48 Madison, MS 1/19/19 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Bobby Joe Denton 58 Mendenhall, MS 1/19/19 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Bettye Dickerson 71 Forest, MS 1/20/19 Wolf Funeral Serv.
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Not only is the Legis-
lature back in session, 
the issue of state test-
ing is back as well. So 
far, there have been 

four bills filed in the House that will 
stop the state’s punitive system of keep-
ing capable students from receiving 
their diplomas because of state tests. I 
am a sponsor of each one of them. And, 
in this time of fierce partisanship every-
where you turn, it’s great to report that 
both Democrats and Republicans have 
signed onto these measures right along 
beside me.
 We are advocating, among other 
things, that students' ACT test grades 
will be sufficient to show their college 
readiness and level of understanding of 
subject matter.
 If a student has passed the required 
coursework, we say they should be al-
lowed to graduate, and that a single test 
shouldn’t prevent it.
 This issue is simply not going away, 
no matter how complicated some peo-
ple want to make it. We’ve all heard ev-

erything from the outright story-telling 
that "no student is kept from graduating 
because of failed tests," to "the federal 
government makes us do it."
In a recent radio appearance with me, 
the State Superintendent even said that 
the ACT couldn’t provide the proper 
measurements of student achievement.
 That’s hardly what the other XX 
states who are using the ACT in lieu 
of state-mandated testing 
have to say.
 Mississippi does not 
have to be last in repairing 
the damage that’s been 
done to our education 
system by this ill-consid-
ered system. The major-
ity of states have already 
steered away from man-
datory testing.
 Our educators report horror tales of 
their class time being dominated by test 
preparation. Many school activities, 
rather than being knowledge expanding 
for students, are nothing but pep rallies 
for test scores. Students are under im-
mense pressure to pass the state tests – 
from as early as first grade.
 For some parents, it is already a diffi-
cult task to keep their youngsters enthu-

siastic about school. With the gloom of 
test-taking lurking over their heads, it’s 
even harder. It is heart-breaking to hear 
some of the stories from parents and 
teachers about the emotional toll this 
system is taking on our young people.
  It’s time to let the teachers teach. It’s 
time for our students to have a fully 
rounded education experience, free of 
imposed, artificial restrictions and need-

lessly stressful demands.
   It’s also time to divert 
the millions of dollars be-
ing paid to a testing com-
pany back into the class-
rooms where it belongs. 
Some estimates have the 
amount as high as $110 
million for the testing 
program. How far would 

that go to help bring our teachers’ sal-
aries up to decent levels? How many 
classrooms could be repaired? How 
many new buses would that buy?
 Using the ACT rather than these ex-
pensive state-mandated tests is a sensi-
ble solution to the need for evaluating 
our students' college readiness. The 
state is already paying for all juniors 
to take this test – without excess test 
training necessary. No college is going 

to ask what a student made on an "exit" 
exam. They are going to ask what that 
student made on the ACT. That’s be-
cause the test is recognized as a valid 
measurement of student college readi-
ness.
 Some very smart students are just 
not good test takers. Their anxiety at 
test taking time affects their scores. 
Some students dread the tests so much 
that they just drop out of school rath-
er than take them. That is surely not a 
wholesome outcome for a child’s public 
school experience.
 This is the third straight year that 
my colleagues and I have attempted to 
make this change to help our students 
and teachers. I hope that the third time 
is the charm.
 It’s time to let the teachers teach. 
#LetTheTeachersTeach
 Representative Tom Miles serves as 
State Representative for House District 
#75 in Scott & Eastern Rankin Coun-
ties.
EDITOR’S NOTE: Representative Tom 
Miles serves as the State Representa-
tive for House District #75, which con-
sists of eastern Rankin and Scott coun-
ties. He can be contacted at tmiles@
house.ms.gov or 601-469-7886.

State Testing issue on the front burner again
By Guest Columnist 
Mississippi Representa-
tive Tom Miles

Special to
Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

6-28-18
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1186 Hwy. 43 South  •  Pelahatchie

Bar-B-Que
All Day Fri & Sat

Crawfish
Friday & Saturday

P E L A H A T C H I E M I S S I S S I P P I

I’m Vance Cox, and 
I’m honored to an-
nounce that I have 
qualified as a Re-
publican candidate 
for District 75 in the 
House of Represen-

tatives. As a lifelong resident of For-
est, Mississippi, I’m asking for your 
support to represent our district with 
a strong conservative voice. I am the 
proud owner of Cox Chevron, a fam-
ily-owned convenience store serving 
Forest since 1963. I graduated from 
Forest High School in 1990. While 
at the University of Southern Missis-

sippi, I met my future wife Amanda 
Agerton Cox, and we have been hap-
pily married for 22 years. Amanda 
works as a practicing physical ther-
apist and is currently employed with 
Elite Physical Therapy. We have two 
boys, Briggs (19) and Bonner (17), 
and they both attended Forest Mu-
nicipal School District. We are active 
members of St. Paul’s Catholic Church 
in Flowood. I am a proud member and 
past President of Forest Rotary Club. 
I have also served as President of the 
Forest Country Club, President of the 
Forest Elementary School PTO, board 
member for the Forest Area Chamber 
of Commerce, and Chairman for the 
Scott County Republican Party.

 I am asking for your support in 2019 
so that we can bring a strong conser-
vative voice to the state legislature 
while representing the needs of Scott 
and Rankin counties. As a business 
leader, I understand the need to pro-
mote legislation that cuts taxes and 
regulations to bring better jobs and 
opportunities to District 75. Our dis-
trict needs a representative that can 
effectively represent our conservative 
values, not just another career politi-
cian.
 As a father, I am very passionate 
about the public school system. We 
have two children who attended Forest 
Municipal School District (FMSD), 
and I understand the need for a strong 

and thriving public school. My wife 
and I have been active supporters of 
all local school activities and take 
pride in our family’s support of the 
FMSD. As your representative, I’ll 
fight to protect our schools.
 Our current representative does not 
represent the values of our district. 
I’m asking for your support as a fami-
ly man who wants to represent our dis-
trict with a true conservative voice for 
the needs of Scott and Rankin County. 
I’m not a career politician. I’m a resi-
dent of Scott County who wants to see 
our community thrive. I humbly ask 
for your vote and for your support. 
 For more information on my cam-
paign, please visit VanceCox4MS.com.

Vance Cox is a Republican candidate for Mississippi House District
By Vance Cox

Special to
Pelahatchie News

 The Inaugural "Krewe de Roux" Mar-
di Gras Parade and Block Party and 
Gumbo Festival will kick off March’s 
first weekend’s festivities. The Mardi 
Gras Parade and Block Party will be 
held on Friday, March 1, in Downtown 
Brandon, followed by the Gumbo Festi-
val on Saturday, March 2, at the Brandon 
Amphitheater.  This event is being held 
to support the Chamber Youth Leader-
ship program, which has been and con-
tinues to develop young leaders from all 
schools in Rankin County for more than 
20 years.
 Friday evening, March 1, the cele-
bration will kick off with a Mardi Gras 
themed parade that will take place in 
Downtown Brandon. This will begin 
promptly at 7 p.m. promptly at the cor-
ner of Jasper St. and College St. Fol-
lowing the Parade local restaurants such 
as; Genna Benna, Mud Bugs, and The 
Gallows Bar will be open late with en-
tertainment. Proceeds of their sales will 
help support the Chamber project.

 

Saturday morning, March 2, at 11 a.m., 
the Amphitheater gates will open to 
the Gumbo Festival. Approximately 
40 teams will be providing sample size 
gumbo competing for prizes including 
Best Gumbo. Along the food, there will 
be music provided by Southern Komfort 
Brass Band and Jason Miller Band.
 For more information on any of the 
Mardi Gras and Gumbo Fest activities, 
call the Rankin Chamber at 601-825-
2268.

Special to Pelahatchie News

"Krewe de Roux" Mardi Gras 
Parade set for 7 p.m. March 1

Special to Pelahatchie News

LET THE

Please contact Chris McCoy at (601) 566-1932 EXT 6

PRINT YOUR LOGO ITEMS!
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Charles M. Edwards, II, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
Bayard Grillis, DVM

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR
601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.
"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

www.wolffuneralservices.com

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

Pelahatchie Elementary names Students of the Month

Special to Pelahatchie News
The January Students of the Month pictured (l to r), front row, are: Tyler Moran, Mikayla Lee, Makenza Hicks, Paisley Smith, Jesse Ingram, Aaron Griffin, Americo Lopez, and Karlie Hodges; second row: Jukia 
Lewis, Mallarie Adams, Dawson Edwards, Zion Grant, Rylee Watson, Katlynn Murray, Tucker Lindsey, and Akira Scott; and third row:  Layne Tucker, Jayla Davis, Alston Jones, Niliajia Boone, Sam Rodgers, and 
Sarah Smith. Not pictured are Brayden Greene, Caelyn Gray, Tariana Sly, and Amelia Griffin.
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 Whether giving gifts for Valentine’s Day 
or at other times of the year, Pelahatchie res-
idents are encouraged to shop local, which 
not only helps neighbors, it also helps them-
selves.  
 Each dollar spent at independent businesses 
returns three times more money to the local 

economy than one spent at a chain (AMIBA). 
It also helps build relationships and communi-
ty cohesiveness.  
 Take advantage of interaction with local 
owners to get better service at purchase and 
long term. When a local business finds they 
don't have what customers wants, they will of-
ten try to get it. To them, local customers are 
more than just customers - they are friends.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Love your local businesses

White serving as Pelahatchie Baptist’s new pastor
 David White pastored Black Jack 
Baptist Church in Vaughan, Mississip-
pi, for 11 years before becoming Pela-
hatchie Baptist Church’s pastor on Jan-
uary 7. Coming from an area 20 miles 
from Yazoo City and Canton, he said 
he feels like he "moved to the city."
 The son of a pastor, White said he 
knew he wanted to become a pastor in 
junior high school. He met his wife, 
Elizabeth, on a college mission trip. 
He also served as a student minister at 
Alta Woods Baptist Church in Jackson.
 He graduated from Clinton High 
School and attended Mississippi Col-
lege before getting his masters and 
doctorate degrees from George W. 
Truett Theological Seminary at Baylor 
University. 

 "My commitment 
is kingdom develop-
ment," said White. 
"To make disciples 
and draw people to 
the good news of the 
gospel through con-
necting to a church, 
especially young peo-
ple and families ages 
20-50."
 The Whites have two 
daughters, Mary Fran-
ces, sixth grade, and 
Martha Kate, 5K, now 
enrolled at Pelahatchie 
Elementary. They are 
excited to be closer to 
Meridian since both 
his and Elizabeth’s 
parents live there.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Special to Pelahatchie News

The White family is pictured (l to r) Martha Kate, David, Mary Frances, and Elizabeth.

Under New
Management

COMING SOON!
Fresh Deli

601-854-6008344 Highway 43 S,
Pelahatchie, MS 39145 

DELIVERY to schools and 
Pelahatchie. Call 601-759-5019. 

GIVEAWAY!
See Facebook or Instagram.

When we reach 800 followers on 
Valentine’s Day, we will draw from 

those who like, share and comment.

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net
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 Chief Joseph Daughtry, Sr.’s goal is 
to build a bridge between the police 
and the community. In his interview, 
he told the Board of Aldermen that 
he did not want to be "the" chief, he 
wants to be "your" chief. His goal is 
to be a community-oriented police de-
partment.
 Daughtry recently worked as the 
crime prevention specialist for the 
Rankin County Sheriff’s Department, 
where he set up and trained communi-
ty watch groups with neighborhoods, 
businesses, and churches. He will use 
that experience to build a full-service 
department 24 hours a day. 
 He currently has four full-time offi-
cers and two part-time and is looking 
to hire two additional part-time offi-
cers and dispatchers. 
 "I am very thankful for the staff 
adapting to the community policing 
concept, which benefits the communi-
ty. The citizens in Town will see the 
officers checking alleys plus neighbor-
hoods and businesses at night. This de-
partment is friendly and professional, 
and we will be scheduling "chats with 
the chief" to meet everyone in the near 
future."
 Training is top on Daughtry’s agen-
da. He is working with the FBI on 
providing training free-of-charge, like 
customer service, tactical, and medi-
cal, that he plans to invite other towns 
around to participate in at the Com-
munity Center. He said he is going to 
build a department Facebook page to 
interact with the community. He will 
also be participating in the National 
Incident Based Report System on a 
quarterly basis.
 He is also working with Pelahatchie 
High School Athletic Director Sam 
Williams on mentoring to student ath-
letes to allow them to be successful in 

the classroom and society as well as 
the ball field.
 "We will be firm but fair in enforc-
ing the laws in Pelahatchie," said 
Daughtry, who has all officers wearing 
uniforms versus polos. "I have heard 
the concerns about the department sta-
bility from the mayor and aldermen, 
and they are entrusting me with their 
full support at both ends. They have 
given me a lot of encouragement and 
plan to meet with me with the constit-
uents in each ward soon."
 Daughtry would also like to thank 
Sheriff Bryan Bailey and the Sheriff’s 
Department for always being there 
when the Town needs them.

Chat with the Chief

Photo by Pelahatchie News
Chief Joseph Daughtry brings 23 years law en-
forcement experience to the Pelahatchie Police 
Department.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Hop On Over and Join Us for Our 1st Annual
                 Easter Ex��avaganza Pageant!

Sat�rday, April 20th
Pelahatchie High School

Regist�ation: 12.30-1:30 p.m. • Pageant 2:00 p.m.
We are looking for a beautiful face, sweet personality, and
over all appearance. No prior pageant experience needed.

Sunday Dress/Easter Dress

Beautiful Crystal Bunny Crowns and So Much More! 
Call 662-640-8300 for more information.

   Find us on
Face book! 
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Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service

10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service

6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner

7:00 - Children’s Mission Activities  •  Student Worship
Ladies Bible Study  •  Couples Support Group

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

104 Crossroads Road  •  Pelahatchie, MS 39145
(601) 546-2297  •  www.crossroadspel.org

 Seventh grade students who had per-
fect attendance for the second quarter 
include:  Addison Archie, Tyler Blue, 
Antwon Collier, Kaleb Evans, Keasia 
Fisher, Aubrey Franklin, Samuel Gib-
ney, Jimmy Holifield, Javi-
ous Hughes, Tyler Johns, 
Lucas King, Braden 
Laughlin, Makayla 
Macklin, Madyson Mc-
Gee, JaKyla McKinnis, 
Landon Moore, Revon-
da Renfrow, Jacob Rog-
ers, Hannah Runnels, 
Justin Stewart, Thom-
as Strickland, DeCar-
ius Taylor, and Austin 
Tucker.
 Eighth grade: Eli Boy-
er, Kayden Haden, Janiya 
Harris, Ayden Stewart, 
Dylan Ward, and Elijah Williams.
 Ninth grade: Chrystianna Beeman, 
Justin Beeman, Dakota Butts, Col-
lins Doster, Kenner Doster, Kiara 
Gary, Aaron Gipson, Levi Goldman, 
McKinley Goodin, Malcolm McGee, 

Caleb Moore, Jade Pote, Phillip Rain-
er, LaKindria Rideout, Cooper Sir-
mon, Adlyn Till, Loren Waggoner, 
Kaitlyn White, and Prentiss Wilson, 
Jr.
 Tenth grade: Autumn Adams, Bran-
dy Bell, Katie Boyer, Rose Gibney, 

Holden Gray, Meghan Her-
rington, Emmie Hoard, 
Kayla Hobson, Jacob 
Thompson, Caleb Wat-
kins, and Cameron 
Watkins.
 Eleventh grade: Wes-
ley Anderson, Greg-
ory Beemon, Scarlett 
Castillo, Jacey Coo-
per, Abigail Dawson, 
Kennedi Dixon, Bri-

anna Galbraith, Dako-
ta Holmes, Ian Jackson, 

DeMarkyus McNair, Elsi 
Munoz-Ramos, Trinity 

Norton, Hannah Steadham, Denver 
Sturgill, and Destiny Turnage.
 Twelfth grade: Tiara Collier, Leilani 
Key, Jonathon King, Avery Lewis, 
Brianna Rowland, and Cedrick Wild-
er.

Special to Pelahatchie News

PHS recognizes second 
quarter perfect attendance

Photo by Pelahatchie News

 Seventh grade students named to the all 
As honor roll include: Jimmy Holifield, 
Tyler Johns, Kyndal Patton and Payton 
Sanders; ninth grade: Madelyn Cain, 
Laura Renfroe, Bailey Smith, and Ma-
rie Valentine; tenth grade: Katie Boyer, 
Holden Gray, Meghan Herrington, and 
Reagan Sanders; eleventh grade: Scar-
lett Castillo, Abigail Dawson, Devin Ir-
vin, and Elsi Munoz-Ramos; and twelfth 
grade: Katie Bayliss, Cheyla Munoz-Ra-
mos, Jessica Smith, Harrison Till, Jordan 
White, and Hannah Whitney. 
 The students making As and Bs in-
clude, seventh grade: Addison Archie, 
Alexia Bennett, Macey Bowman, Sam-
uel Gibney, Maggi Gilliam, Christian 
Gray, Mason Ingram, Olivia Laseter, 
Madyson McGee, Landon Moore, Levi 
Renfroe, Revonda Renfrow, and Jason 
Roy.
 Eighth grade:  Haley Adams, Hart Ad-
ams, Haylee Atkinson, Eriberto Banu-
elas, Brandon Bayliss, Eli Boyer, Leah 
Carter, Nataliya Garner, Kayden Haden, 
Nabri Hernandez, Madison Holmes, 
Makenzie Johnson, Kendall Jones, Ma-
riah McGill, Camden Patton, Cameron 
Rayborn, Devan Sinclair, Symon String-
er, Ella Tucker, Maddie Walters, Lake 

Ward, and Holly White.   
 Ninth grade: Sarah Bayliss, Justin 
Beeman, Madison Broome, Abbigale 
Davis, Collins Doster, Kenner Doster, 
Christina Flores, McKinley Goodin, 
Colby Henderson, Janay Johnson, Adri-
anna Macoy, Haley Mills, Julia Myers, 
Davis, Roy, Sterling, Caden Stansbury, 
Garland Ward, Tinly Jo Watkins, Callie 
Weems, and Kaitlyn White. 
 Tenth grade: Dana Bennett, Gaven 
Boydstun, Chloe Hamilton, Matthew 
Harper, MaKaylee Hester, Makenzie 
Hester, Alexis Johnson, Bailey Johnson, 
Brooklyn Johnson, Jacob Thompson, 
Gracie Thompson, Chole Walters, and 
Cameron Watkins.
 Eleventh grade: Wesley Anderson, Isa-
bella Atkinson, Gregory Beemon, Anna 
Grace Carter, Kimberly Cochran, Jacey 
Cooper, Kennedi Dixon, Maria Elling-
burg, John Huston Elliott, Brianna Gal-
braith, Sydni Goldman, Hunter Langley, 
Tayla Martin, Aliza Myers, Olivia Sir-
mon, Victoria Thornton, Terri Wiltcher, 
and Rachel Wraight.
 Twelfth grade: Tiara Collier, Keyanna 
Flores, Carmen Hamilton, Tyia Hoard, 
Andrianna Macklin, Makayla McClure, 
Brenna Renfroe, Brianna Rowlan, Chan-
dler Stribling, Gunner Till, and Cedrick 
Wilder.

Special to Pelahatchie News

PHS names second quarter honor roll
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HappyValentine’sDay

We ♥ Our
Clients!

Putting forth the effort to succeed

The second semester 
is off to a fast start! 
January has flown by, 
and we have complet-

ed our second round of benchmark tests 
with growth from our first benchmark 
in mind. Endurance is still the topic of 
conversation as we move through the 
third nine weeks of instruction, and 
into our final comprehensive bench-
mark tests that will take place in the 
weeks prior to spring break.
 While we are proud of ALL of our 
students for their efforts, I do want to 
highlight several groups of students. 
As you well know, academic success 
has been promoted throughout the 
year. With that being said, we are ex-
tremely proud of the 22 "high honors" 
students as well the 97 "A/B" hon-
or roll students from the second nine 
weeks. Attendance is applauded at 

Pelahatchie, as well, and we are proud 
to announce that 80 students met the 
ambitious expectation of "perfect at-
tendance" for the second nine weeks.
 With February upon us, I would 
like to take time to update you on our 
many extracurricular activities. While 
the girls and boys soccer season has 
come to a close, I do want to applaud 
Coach Creel and his squads for mak-
ing great strides this season while 
competing in a very strong district. 
Coach Lukas Cotnam’s archery team 
has begun competing as well and we 
look forward to many successes as our 
Chiefs’ arrows fly. Regarding basket-
ball, Coach Fairley and Coach Lyles 
have their teams prepared for a strong 
finish. We are fortunate to host the 
district tournament this year Febru-
ary 11-15 and would appreciate your 
support and attendance. Stay tuned for 
more specific details as district play 
comes to an end and seeding is final-
ized. Thanks for your continued sup-
port of Pelahatchie High School and as 
always GO CHIEFS!

By Guest Columnist 
Teague Burchfield, Prin-
cipal, Pelahatchie High 
School

Special to Pelahatchie 
News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Lewis Bradford, Pelahatchie High School (PHS) assistant principal, was selected as the Rankin County 
School District (RCSD) Secondary Administrator of the Month for January. The school’s Facebook post 
said "Mr. Bradford has been a true representation of a Chief leader in every way. His passion for our 
students and community is evident in all he does. Thank you, Mr. Lewis Bradford, for your hard work 
and dedication to our students, school, and community."

Bradford selected as Rankin County School 
District Secondary Administrator of the Month

Performance Therapy opens 
seventh clinic in Pelahatchie

Special to Pelahatchie News

 The Performance Therapy Pela-
hatchie clinic will open Monday, Feb-
ruary 11. It is owner Dan Young’s sev-
enth clinic.
 Young attended Pisgah schools until 
his family moved to the Carthage area 
when he was in the ninth grade.  So, as 
he is expanding his group of physical 
therapy (PT) clinics in Central Missis-
sippi, he took advantage of a location 
in downtown Pelahatchie. 
 After graduating from Leake Acade-
my, East Central Community College, 
and the University of Mississippi Med-
ical Center, Young served as director of 
Performance Therapy in Philadelphia 
for one year before purchasing the clin-
ic in 2004. He added the Carthage clin-
ic in 2005, Sebastopol in 2013, DeKalb 

in 2015, and Canton and Gluckstadt 
in 2018.  He also works with Baptist 
Medical at the Leake-Carthage Hospi-
tal.
 Young said they will treat patients 
with spinal cord injuries, strokes, and 
balance issues as well as shoulders, 
knees and total joint replacement. They 
will provide general outpatient physical 
therapy to all ages, addressing orthope-
dic problems, back pain, neck pain and 
sports-related injuries. Patients will 
need a prescription from their doctor. 
Spencer Shoemaker is the therapist.
 Performance Therapy invites towns-
folk to stop by after February 11, but 
an open house will be scheduled in the 
near future. Hours will be from 8-5 
Monday through Friday but will be 
flexible as needed.  Call 601-854-0000 
for more information.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Performance Therapy owner Dan Young and his wife, Melissa, are shown with their three children. 
Pictured (l to r) are: Reed, 15; Melissa, Anna, 12, Dan, and Daniel, 18.

Therapist Spencer Shoemaker is shown with his wife, Brenna Grace, and his son, Emmett.
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201 South Brooks Street
Pelahatchie, MS
601-759-5006

M-F 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
performancetherapy.info

Performance Therapy
Opens February 11, 2019

Spencer Shoemaker
Physical Therapist

“Performance Therapy invites
townsfolk to stop by after February 
11. An open house will be scheduled
in the near future. Patients will need a 
prescription from their doctor.” find us on facebook

We provide outpatient physical therapy to all ages.

• Spinal cord injuries
• Stroke side affects
• Balance issues
• Shoulder problems
• Knee pain

• Total joint replacement
• Orthopedic problems
• Back pain
• Neck pain
• Sports-related injuries

The clinic treats patients with:

Rankin County Road Department receives national awards
 The Rankin Road Department re-
ceived two national awards for their 
pavement management efforts in 
2018—the Asphalt Emulsion Manu-
facturers Association (AEMA) Pres-
idents’ Award and the International 
Slurry Surfacing Association (ISSA) 
Excellence in Pavement Preserva-
tion Award. The Road Department is 
responsible for 1,200 miles with the 
county, including 205 bridges.
 The County has made great prog-
ress in recent years in implementing a 
pavement preservation program which 
treats roads at the proper time, extend-
ing roadway life for as much as 40% 
less than the average industry cost of 
the conventional treatment. The pro-
gram includes improved tracing of 
roadway conditions throughout the 
network in order to gauge the best and 
most cost-effective options.
 "We are taking a more economical 
approach to enhancing our roads in 
order to be able to add more miles in 
our budget without having to sacrifice 
quality," said Steve Gaines, Rankin 
County Road Supervisor, District Four. 
"In fact, the use of pavement preser-
vation products on the right roads at 

the right time has re-
sulted in even better 
quality than we had 
before, and feedback 
we have received from 
the community post 
applications has been 
great."
 "These awards, pre-
sented annually by 
ISSA and AEMA to 
public officials, engi-
neers or agencies, are 
a tribute to Rankin 
County’s outstanding 
efforts to realize the 
benefits of pavement 
preservation and max-
imize the effectiveness 
of taxpayer funds," 
said AEMA/ISSA 
Executive Director 
Kristi Olson. "The 
Rankin County Road 
Department is to be 
congratulated for their 
planning and imple-
mentation of a cost-ef-
fective pavement 
program designed to 
maintain a healthy 
road network."

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Rankin County Board of Supervisors recognized the Rankin Road Department, which received two national awards for 
their pavement management efforts in 2018. Pictured (l to r) are: Jared Morrison, Supervisor District One; Daniel Cross, Su-
pervisor District Two; Larry Tompkins, Vice-President of Sales with Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions, Inc.; Mike Harrison, County 
Road Manager; Amy Walker, Sales Manager with Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions, Inc.; Steve Gaines, Supervisor District Four; 
Bob Morrow, Supervisor District Three.
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EAST RANKIN ACADEMY

PATRIOTS

EAST RANKIN
ACADEMY
Affordable Tuition

EastRankinAcademy.org
601.854.5691

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School Beta Induction

Special to Pelahatchie News

On Monday night, January 28, the Pelahatchie High School Beta Club held the annual induction ceremony. The following students (below) were inducted: Cedrick Wilder, Hannah Rawson, Holden Gray, Chloe 
Hamilton, Matthew Harper, Makenzie Hester, Bailey Johnson, Gracie Thompson, Chrystianna Beeman, Justin Beeman, Madelyn Cain, Collins Doster, Kenner Doster, McKinley Goodin, Kayla Hobson, Haley Mills, 
Julia Myers, Laura Renfroe, Bailey Smith, Adlyn Till, Marie Valentine, Deuce Ward, and Kaitlyn White. The ceremony was led by the Beta Club Officers (above): Hannah Whitney, President; Sydni Goldman, Vice 
President; Brenna Renfroe, Secretary; Cheyla Munoz-Ramos, Co-Treasurer; and Holden Gray, Co-Treasurer. The PHS Beta Club will travel to Biloxi February 17-19 for the State Beta Convention.
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Pastor's perspective: Share what God has done for you 

We recently had a visit 
from long-time friend 
who was a missionary 
colleague in Brazil.  
Jack Day and his wife, 

Doris, served as missionaries in Brazil 
for over 33 years. While in Brazil, they 
served for a number of years planting 
churches in the poverty-stricken north-
east part of the country. In their later 
years, when we first met them, they de-
veloped a method of sharing the gospel 
by simply telling the stories of the Bi-
ble. This was particularly useful in Bra-
zil because of the high illiteracy rate in 
much of the country. They traveled all 
over Brazil holding training clinics to 
teach Brazilian leaders and others how 
to utilize the Bible storying method of 
sharing the Gospel. For each Bible sto-
ry, there were follow-up questions to 
make sure that those hearing the story 
understood it. Then they always includ-
ed life lessons that could be learned 
from each story. Only the Lord knows 

the full impact that their Gospel sharing 
techniques have made in the lives of 
those who heard the stories. 
 Jack and Doris retired from the mis-
sion field in 2003. They bought a house 
in Alabama and settled down to enjoy 
retirement. But, they realized that the 
storying method of teaching the Bi-
ble was needed in the U.S. as well. So 
they began adapting their methods for 
use in their own country. Doris worked 
primarily on materials for children and 
Jack for adults. They began to travel to 
train others how to use the methods.
 A few years ago, Doris was diagnosed 
with a serious, life-threatening disease.  
She put up a valiant, faith-filled fight, 
but some months ago, she passed away.  
Jack didn’t feel like he would be able 
to continue to live in the home without 
Doris being there. So he sold the house, 
and, after allowing his children to se-
lect any items they wanted, he sold all 
of the furniture too! He purchased a 
recreational vehicle to live in.  He pulls 
his jeep behind the RV with a kayak and 
bicycle strapped to the roof of it.  
 Jack has traveled around the coun-
try in his new home. He spends his 
time reading, working on a book he is 

writing, and on developing additional 
materials in English to teach the Bible 
storying method of sharing the gospel.   
He also plans to identify small churches 
that he might be able to help and en-
courage. He will be able to park his RV 
near the church and spend as little or as 
much time as needed. In other words, 
he wants to be as active in the Lord’s 
work for as long as he can.
 Jack and Doris Day provide an ex-
ample that all of us need to follow. You 
may never serve the Lord as a career 
missionary, but there are certainly ways 
that you can serve the Lord where you 
are. You may never write a book. But 
you could certainly write a card to en-
courage someone who needs to hear a 
kind word. You may never develop a 
new way to share the gospel, but you 
can certainly share what God has done 
for you. You may not be able to trav-
el around the country to serve, but you 
have a telephone that you can use to call 
anyone anywhere and visit with them.  
 God’s desire is that everyone who 
calls Him Savior should also recognize 
Him as Lord. And if He is our Lord, 
then we are His servants. The question 
is not "Should I serve?" The question 

should always be, "Lord, how do you 
want me to serve?"  
 God is not so much interested in what 
you think are your abilities or capabili-
ties. He is much more interested in your 
availability. If you will make yourself 
available to the Lord, He will equip 
you to do whatever it is that He wants 
you to do. And you don’t have to look 
very far to find things you can do. If 
you attend a Church, there are always 
needs that go unmet. There are several 
community service organizations in our 
community that are always looking for 
volunteers. And, if you can’t get out or 
do the things you used to do, you can 
always write a note or make a phone 
call. Finally, one of the most powerful 
ways to serve is by praying for others.  
And you can do that anytime from any 
place.  
 Paul tells us in Colossians 3:23-24, 
"Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for men, since you know that you will 
receive an inheritance from the Lord as 
a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 
serving."  
 Blessings to you! Be sure to take your 
family to church next Sunday!

By Guest Columnist 
John Vaughn, Pastor, 
Cross Roads Baptist 
Church 

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

PELAHATCHIE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

We welcome everyone to worship with us!

101 Church St, Pelahatchie, MS  •  (601) 954-2597
Pastor: Rev. Beth Feisel

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Rockout/Youth Fellowship 5:00 p.m.

Special to Pelahatchie News

The April 6 Shiloh Arts and Crafts Show features all handmade items produced by select Mississippi 
craftsmen.

 The fourth annual Shiloh Arts and 
Crafts Show will be held in Pelahatchie 
on April 6. It features all handmade 
items produced by select Mississippi 
craftsmen.  Set on the historic Shi-
loh United Methodist Church Camp-
ground, located at 2394 Shiloh Road, 
this unique environment is a showcase 
for unique one-of-a-kind ideas. Visi-
tors can browse the vendors; tour the 

Shiloh Museum, which highlights the 
church history from 1828 to present; 
and enjoy good food. The Central 
Mississippi Antique Car Association 
antique car show and the Mississippi 
Model A Ford Restorers Club an an-
tique tractor show are being planned 
for the day.  Festivities begin and 9 
a.m. and last until 3 p.m. Admission 
and parking are free. 
 For more information, call 601-213-
7528.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Shiloh Arts and Crafts 
scheduled for April 6

300 CHURCH STREET
PELAHATCHIE, MS  39145

601-854-8809

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES:
10:30AM, 6:00PM
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Ambiance named Best Landscaper

Ambiance Landscaping has been nominated top five for the past three years for Hometown Magazine’s 
Rankin’s Red Carpet Best of the Best, and were voted the best two years in a row from 40,000 votes 
cast. Pictured (l to r) are owners Blake Boyer and Brent Denson.

Cooper chosen for March All-Star Game

Photo by Pelahatchie News

Jacey Cooper will represent Pelahatchie High School (PHS) Chiefs in the 2019 Mississippi Sports Med-
icine North/South All-Star Basketball Game scheduled for Saturday, March 23, at A.E. Wood Coliseum 
on the campus of Mississippi College in Clinton. This is the second time in PHS’ history that they have 
had a student represent the school in this game.


