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Mississippi Magazine recently 
published that the Canton Flea 
Market had been voted the Best 
Flea Market in Mississippi for 
2019, and for good reason. It be-
JDQ�¿�IW\�IRXU�\HDUV�DJR�ZLWK�RQO\�
D� KDQGIXO� RI� YHQGRUV� DQG� LV� QRZ�
one of the largest outdoor craft 
markets in the South and contin-
XHV�WR�JURZ�VWURQJHU�HYHU\�\HDU��
The Canton Flea Market is one of 

the South’s original arts and crafts 
VKRZV�� ,W� LV� D� EL�DQQXDO� RQH�GD\�
HYHQW��ZKLFK�DOZD\V�RFFXUV�RQ�WKH�
second Thursday of May and Oc-
tober. Artists and craftsmen from 
WKLUW\�¿�YH� VWDWHV� DUULYH� WZLFH� D�
\HDU�WR�VKRZFDVH�WKHLU�KDQGPDGH�
LWHPV��IURP�FORWKLQJ�DQG�MHZHOU\�
WR�SRWWHU\�DQG�ZRRGZRUNLQJ��DQG�
so much more. 
The May market generally has 
�������� YHQGRUV�� ZKLOH� 2FWR�
EHU¶V� KDV� FORVHU� WR� ������� ZLWK�
many vendors offering fall and 
Christmas decorations and items 
for entertaining guests during the 
holidays. Canton Tourism Direc-

By Lori Lycette

tor Jana Dear said, “The October 
À�HD� PDUNHW� LV� WKH� NLFNRII� HYHQW�
for the Christmas holidays. Al-
ZD\V�EULQJ�\RXU� OLVW��'RQ¶W� OHDYH�
out teachers, Bunko groups or co-
ZRUNHUV�´
The October 10 event should 

attract over 50,000 visitors and 
VKRSSHUV�� PDQ\� RI� ZKLFK� GULYH�
from neighboring states in search 
RI� TXDOLW\�� ¿�QH� DUW� EHLQJ� RIIHUHG�
at affordable prices. The hours, 
ZKLFK�ZHUH�SUHYLRXVO\�IURP���D�P��

to 5 p.m., have recently changed to 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$V�DOZD\V��WKHUH�LV�QR�DGPLVVLRQ�

to enter and shop, although come 
SUHSDUHG�WR�SD\�XS�WR�WZHQW\�GRO�
lars for parking spaces close to 
the vendors, especially those on 
the Square, East Peace Street and 
(DVW�)XOWRQ�6WUHHW��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�
the Old Jail Flea Market. Wear-
ing comfortable shoes and bring-
LQJ�\RXU�RZQ�SXOO�FDUW�LV�DOZD\V�D�
JRRG�LGHD��7KHUH�LV�DOZD\V�D�JRRG�

variety of food vendors, offering 
everything from chicken on a stick 
to homemade fudge and kettle 
corn to fresh squeezed lemonade. 
7KLV� \HDU¶V� 0D\� PDUNHW� ZDV�
KDQGLFDSSHG� E\� UDLQ� IRU� WKH� ¿�UVW�
time in the history of the Canton 
Flea Market. Many of the orga-
nizers, vendors and shoppers said 
WKH\� ZHUH� GLVDSSRLQWHG� ZLWK� WKH�
ZHDWKHU�RQ�WKDW�GD\��EXW�DOVR�VDLG�
they’re hoping for sunny skies on 
October 10!

&LW\�RI�&DQWRQ�SUHSDUHV�IRU�2FWREHU�À�HD�PDUNHW

Special to The Canton News+DQGPDGH�ELUGKRXVHV�IRU�VDOH�DW�D�SDVW�À�HD�PDUNHW

The Canton Public School Dis-
WULFW� UHFHQWO\� VDOXWHG� WZHOYH�\HDU�

old Kristen 
Rhodes for 
her outstand-
ing achieve-
ment of 
scoring a 27 
on the ACT 
ZKLOH� LQ� WKH�
sixth grade. 
K r i s t e n 

Rhodes loves school, math and 
reading. While in the sixth grade 
at Huey Porter Middle School, 
WZHOYH�\HDU�ROG� 5KRGHV� WRRN� WKH�

$&7�IRU�WKH�¿�UVW�WLPH�DQG�VFRUHG�DQ�
amazing 27, just nine points shy of 
having a perfect score of 36 on the 
test and a score some high school 
students struggle to achieve.
%XW�5KRGHV��ZKR� VHWV� KLJK� VWDQ�

dards for herself, is already aiming 
for a higher score. 
“Well, I thought, ‘That’s kind of 
ORZ�¶� WKHQ� P\� SDUHQWV� UHPLQGHG�
PH� SHRSOH� ZKR� DUH� HLJKWHHQ� DUH�
supposed to be taking this; then I 
thought, ‘That’s good, considering 
,¶P�WZHOYH�¶´�VDLG�5KRGHV�
Her mother and father, Cheleta 
DQG� 6DPXHO� 5KRGHV�� ZHUH� SOHDV�
DQWO\�VKRFNHG�E\�WKH�QHZV��
³0\� KXVEDQG� RSHQHG� LW� ¿�UVW��

Special to The Canton News and he told me the score. I didn’t 
believe him. I expected her to 
GR� ZHOO�� MXVW� QRW� WKDW� ZHOO�´� VDLG�
Cheleta Rhodes.
Rhodes says some parts of the test 
ZHUH�HDV\�IRU�KHU��OLNH�VFLHQFH��EXW�
some parts she had not been taught 
yet. She says her favorite subject is 
math and her least favorite is En-
JOLVK��6KH�VD\V�WKH�DQVZHUV�LQ�(Q�
glish sometimes can be subjective, 
EXW��LQ�PDWK��WKH�DQVZHUV�DUH�HLWKHU�
ULJKW�RU�ZURQJ��
Rhodes reports that she abso-

lutely loves reading. She says she 
VWDUWHG�UHDGLQJ�ZKHQ�VKH�ZDV�WZR�
years old. 
“If you read more, then you’ll 

UHDG�EHWWHU��WKHQ�\RX�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�
\RXU�YRFDEXODU\��3HRSOH�ZLOO� WUHDW�
\RX�ZLWK�PRUH�UHVSHFW��:KHQ�\RX�
XVH� ELJJHU�ZRUGV�� SHRSOH�ZLOO� UH�
VSHFW�\RX�PRUH�´�VDLG�5KRGHV�
Her mother Cheleta says she and 

her husband tried to expose their 
FKLOGUHQ� WR�ZRUGV��FRORUV��SX]]OHV�
DQG�ERDUG�JDPHV�ZKLOH� WKH\�ZHUH�
young and curious to help them 
learn. She says other parents and 
students can be successful and in-
FUHDVH�WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH�E\�SXWWLQJ�
forth the effort and asking for help 
ZKHQ�WKH\�QHHG�LW�
“Anything is possible, if you put 

forth the effort. A lot of people 

&DQWRQ�PLGGOH�VFKRROHU�5KRGHV�VFRUHV����RQ�$&7
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Kristen Rhodes

cont. on page 15

8:30-6:00 M-F
8:30-12:30 Sat

Stace! Cauthe" Sander# 
& Bil$ M%b!

1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046
601-859-4212

its not to late
get your flu shot!
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EAT, SHOP, PLAY, & STAY!
IN historic Canton!

The City of Lights

Christmas
CantonIN

Victorian Christmas Festival

Children’s Animated Christmas Museums
Photos with Santa | Children’s Carousel & Vintage Car Rides

Minature Train & Fire Trucks Rides | Horse & Buggy Rides
Lights & Character Parade  weekends only- Sat, & Sun: 6:30 PM & 8PM

11th annual “sip ’n cider”  1 day only - December 2019

8
weeks

OPENING DAY

Follow us on Facebook for more details!

Follow us on social Media

IN:

A Service of NuWay Realty MS  Rick Clarke, Broker-Owner, B-21799.

601-941-1857
For more information on our new options to sell and buy, go to:

nuway.ms
Easy to remember. Easy to share.

List-it Yourself with NuWay
The new way to list, market, and sell your home!

HomeSearch by NuWay
Finding your first or next home just got easier!

www.nuwayms.com

It shouldn’t cost you so much to list and sell your home.
Just say no to the 6 percenters. After all, it’s your money.

Simple steps. Simply results. The smarter home search.

The month of September has 
brought lots of exciting news for 

Canton Pub-
lic School 
D i s t r i c t 
(CPSD). This 
month, the 
Mississippi 
Department 
of Education 
informed us 
of our pre-

liminary ratings for our schools 
and our district. Our district has 
been rated as a D based on our 
2018-2019 data. However, we are 
only three points from a C, a sub-
stantial increase from last year. 
We are motivated by our results. 

To be so close to a C was both 
heartbreaking and exhilarating. 
It was heartbreaking because we 
were almost there, but it was ex-
KLODUDWLQJ� EHFDXVH� LW� DI¿�UPV� WKDW�
we are doing the right things. All 
of our elementary schools are now 
C or better, we’ve maintained a C 
at our high school for the last three 

years and the one school in our dis-
trict that was an F increased its lev-
el to a D. 
We are almost there, and we will 

spend this school year making 
sure that we cross this last hur-
dle. Our main areas of focus this 
year will include building a strong 
Pre-K through second grade pro-
gram, providing interventions 
IRU� LGHQWL¿�HG� VWXGHQWV��
strengthening our Hon-
ors programs in our 
secondary schools, in-
creasing language ac-
quisition skills for our 
English Learners and 
increasing our gradua-
tion rate. 
Our district is on the prec-

ipice of success, and we intend 
to stay the course. Our schools are 
rated as follows: Goodloe Elemen-
tary School-A, Reuben B. Myers 
Elementary School-B, McNeal 
Elementary School-B, Canton El-
ementary School-C, Nichols Mid-
dle School-D, Huey Porter Mid-
dle School-D and Canton High 
School-C. 
MDE’s accreditation guidelines 

require our 9th Grade Academy 

By Guest Columnist Canton Pub-
lic School District Superintendent    
Gary Hannah

Celebrating September accomplishments in the CPSD 
to carry the rating of Canton High 
School; however, our 9th Grade 
Academy maintained an A status 
for the second year in a row based 
on the students who were assessed 
in 9th Grade. As you can see, we 
have quite a bit to smile about and 
a few additional goals to reach.
:H�ZHUH�DOVR�QRWL¿�HG�WKLV�PRQWK�

that we will be awarded over 
$40,000 from Nissan/Bank 

Plus based on grant ap-
plications that teach-
HUV� ZURWH� IRU� VSHFL¿�F�
projects in their class-
rooms. One school, 
Canton Elementa-

ry School, had seven 
award-winning grants for 

a total of almost $20,000 for 
that school alone. The funds for 

these grants will be used to create 
extended learning opportunities to 
supplement our core curriculum. 
We will keep our stakeholders 
posted on the exciting projects that 
our students will complete using 
these grant funds.
As we prepare for the rapidly ap-
SURDFKLQJ� FORVH� RI� WKH� ¿�UVW� QLQH�
weeks, I challenge all parents to 
continue to be active participants 

in your children’s learning process. 
We had an amazing turnout of al-
most 1,000 parents at our Literacy 
Night program. Parents were pro-
vided with strategies to help their 
children at home with reading and 
writing assignments; we will have 
a similar program for mathematics 
in the spring. We invite parents to 
continue to come to these events 
and to continue to keep tabs on 
your children’s academic progress. 
Ask them about their homework 
and ask them to explain their data 
to you. 
I am looking forward to being able 

to announce this time next year that 
our years of hard work have man-
ifested into a C-rated successful 
district. We have the right people, 
programs and processes in place. 
We invite you to join with us as we 
FURVV�WKH�¿�QLVK�OLQH�WKLV�\HDU��

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr. Gary Han-
nah joined Canton Public School 
District as superintendent in Jan-
uary 2019. He is a former teacher, 
principal and deputy superinten-
dent. He and his wife Monica are 
the parents of three children, Kia, 
Mady and Mason.
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Superintendent Gary Hannah
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News@CantonNews.net
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Total average savings of $763*
Let me show you how combining
home and auto policies can really

add up. Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

601-859-8554
www.arnelbolden.com 

®

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

= Savings

Car
+ Home Who knows how many lives he 

has been instrumental in saving or 
improving? 
Hundreds 
for sure, but 
thousands 
would prob-
ably be more 
accurate. 
Imagine hav-
ing a career 
where doc-
tors would 

come to you and say something 
OLNH��³,¶OO�WU\�DQG�¿�JXUH�RXW�D�ZD\�
to treat and cure my patient, but 
my patient and I are depending 
on you to tell me what I’m deal-
ing with.” His answer might have 
EHHQ�DV�VLPSOH�DV�D�À�X�EXJ�RU�DV�
complex and terrifying as meth-
icillin resistance staphylococcus 
aureus or the AIDS virus.
Meet Lafayette Wales. Father, 

church deacon, painter, car-
penter, gardener, handyman, 
microbiologist and retired chief 
laboratory technologist at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medical 
Center (UMMC).   
He was born in Canton, the 
\RXQJHVW�RI�¿�YH�FKLOGUHQ��KLV�WZLQ�
sister preceded him into this world 

by two minutes), graduated from 
public school here and received 
his Bachelor of Science degree 
from Tougaloo College, where he 
majored in biology. 
His goal at Tougaloo was to 

become a doctor, and after gradu-
ation, he obtained a job at UMMC 
in the laboratory, where he began 
studying for the Medical College 
Admissions Test (MCAT). His 
studies were interrupted by having 
to assume family responsibilities 
due to his father’s health issues, 
and his medical school aspira-
tions gave way to his newly found 
attraction of the microbiology lab-
oratory. 
“In the early days,” he says, “the 

doctors would come down to the 
lab with patient samples, and we 
would do our tests. It was part 
detective work and part science, 
and I enjoyed the process. With 
the advent of the computer, the 
doctors didn’t have to accompany 
the samples as much, but our pro-
FHVV�UHPDLQHG�WKH�VDPH«¿�QG�WKH�
problem and advise the doctor.” 
Wales worked his way through 

the laboratory organization from 
assistant technician to technician, 
WKHQ� WR� WHFKQRORJLVW� DQG� ¿�QDOO\�
chief laboratory technologist for 
WKH�ODVW�¿�YH�\HDUV�OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�KLV�

By Guest Columnist Jim Ritchie

Know Your Neighbor: Lafayette Wales
retirement. He spent thirty years at 
the medical center. 
He stays busy these days pro-

viding help to his neighbors in 
various projects, gardening and 
performing his duties as deacon at 
Mount Zion Cobbsville Mission-
ary Baptist Church, where he and 
his wife Genie Dannette attend. 
Their son Lafayette, Jr., is a senior 
at Ole Miss pursuing a degree in 
Criminal Justice.  
Lafayette Wales no longer chases 

malevolent organisms in the lab, 
but there is no doubt that there are 
an awful lot of people who cur-
rently enjoy good health directly 
attributable to his skill years ago 
in identifying their body’s enemies 
to their doctors. What a superb 
capstone to survive an esteemed 
career!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jim Ritchie is 
a published author, storyteller, en-
tertainer and grandfather of elev-
en. He is amazed at the number of 
talented and accomplished people 
who live in the Canton area, and 
he thinks local citizens should 
know about some of them. Ritchie 
and his professional artist wife, 
Perry, live in the Shocco commu-
nity out from Canton. View their 
work at www.southernstories.com.
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Lafayette Wales

CGMA awards thirteen scholarships

Autographed books
from your favorite authors ww
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Jud Meaders, owner

Email:  academystreetstudio@gmail.com | 
rootintootin@mac.com

Phone: 601-668-0678
website:  academystreetstudio.com

Academy Street Studio, LLC

It’s your community.

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Gospel Music Association (CGMA) recently awarded thirteen music scholarships at the 16th Scholarship Awards and 
Gospel Music Celebration. To date, the CGMA has awarded 145 music scholarships totaling over $30,000. It is sponsored by the Can-
ton Gospel Music Association. Cynthia Goodloe Palmer is the founder/president. Pictured (l to r) are: Sherida Banks, CGMA; Erma 
&ROH��&*0$��'DLV\�(OOLV��&*0$��5HYHUHQG�'DYLG�-DFNVRQ��$DOL\DK�'DZVRQ��&KULVWLDQ�'LVPXNH��6DUUD\DK�*ULI¿�Q��/DLODK�*ULI¿�Q��7LHUUD�
Smothers; Sadie Luckett; Kaleb Bullock; Jordan Whitehead; Gabrielle McElroy; Wendalyn Towner; and Reverend James Sims, CGMA 
Scholarship Chairman. 
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195 E. Peace Street | 276 Nissan Parkway | 601.859.3939 | 877.727.4780 

We can also handle 
your postal needs 
7 days a week 
8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

its not to late
get your flu shot!

“Only positive Mississippi spoken 
here!” Do you recall when Gover-

nor Fordice 
adopted this 
saying and 
s u g g e s t e d 
that we start 
to be mind-
ful about our 
thoughts and 
words? He 
e s p e c i a l l y 

stressed positive words about all 
things related to Mississippi.  
Have you ever proved to yourself 

the power of the spoken word? 
I recently had to go for physical 
therapy and chose to go to a fellow 
Lions Club member, Adam Moore, 
here in Canton at the Performance 
Therapy clinic along Highway 43. 
I was very impressed with how 

much I had learned and improved 
LQ� WKH� ¿UVW� ZHHN� DQG� ZDV� WHOOLQJ�
a girlfriend about my experience. 
She shared that her mother had had 
a similar positive experience. Then 
I heard a second person say that 
he had never recovered so quick-

ly from knee surgery. Everyone I 
met at physical therapy (PT) was 
smiling and sharing stories of their 
recovery. 
My progress improved with each 

visit, and I’m convinced that it is 
GXH�� LQ� ODUJH� SDUW�� WR� WKHVH� DI¿U-
mations from oth-
er PT patients. I 
worked hard, but I 
was encouraged by 
other’s opinions.  
Our words do 

have power, and 
we can use them 
for our city’s ad-
vantage. We can 
and should view 
WKH�¿UVW�OLQH�JUHHW-
ers at the conve-
nience stores and 
fast-food restau-
rants as ambassa-
dors. A list of cur-
rent events to share with customers 
such as downtown sales at local 
shops and special events is one 
way to involve them. The back of 
bathroom stall doors along the in-
terstate could become an advertis-
ing canvas encouraging travelers 

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy to explore downtown. The wait-
ers and waitresses in restaurants 
should have a positive answer 
ready when asked what there is to 
do in the area. Property owners’ 
voices are heard in the way their 
property is maintained. 

Any group 
or organiza-
tion can adopt 
an area in 
town to keep 
clean and 
make a posi-
tive statement 
to all who 
travel there.  
Spending our 
money lo-
cally has a 
very positive 
impact and 
makes a huge 
statement to 

business owners and the city cof-
fers.  
Words do have power! We should 

always be mindful to use our words 
as a constructive force. There are 
many ways to be a volunteer for 
a Canton campaign to speak pos-

itive, and an arts community like 
Canton has lots of positive things 
to share. Using these types of ad-
vertisements and community buy-
in has worked in communities all 
across Mississippi. How will you 
participate in speaking good things 
for Canton? 
Our day presents many choices, 

and we can either pledge to do 
our part to be a catalyst and a con-
structive force for speaking good 
things in Canton or continue with 
the status quo. I can tell you, from 
my own experience, that if you 
choose to be a positive catalyst, 
you will certainly help Canton, 
and in the same way all the clients 
are helping Performance Therapy, 
the positive attitude will also help 
yourself.  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is mar-
ried to James Foy and is a retired 
Economic Developer with the 
Mississippi Development Authori-
ty. Foy is an active participant in 
the community of Canton. She is a 
member of the Lions Club and on 
the Keep Canton Beautiful Com-
mittee.

Developments have been made in City of Canton
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Joy Foy

Special to The Canton News
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

120 SouthPointe Dr - Suite D
Byram, MS

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS 

601-684-1798
WE ARE DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 + court cost
          uncontested

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 + court cost

The old preacher was on a ship 
while the wind was blowing over 

one hun-
dred miles 
an hour. He 
started to 
pray, “God, 
send us the 
spirit of the 
children of 
Israel, the 
children of 

Moses and the children of the 
Promised Land.” Another brother 
began to pray, saying, “Lord, don’t 
send nobody. Come yourself, this 
ain’t no time for children.” The 
FUXFL¿[LRQ�LV�QRW�UHDOO\�IRU�\RXQJ�
children. That is why the Mel Gib-
son movie is rated R?” It is about 
sin, death and the hurt it causes.
When our daughter Melody was 

four years old, she hurt her chin 
while riding an ATV with another 
adult. When I arrived, the bleeding 
had stopped, and she was playing 
with a friend, but I knew the cut 
needed stitches. Our doctor told 

us to bring her to the emergency 
room. I told Melody we needed 
to go to the hospital to sew up her 
chin, and she told me She did not 
understand. Her chin did not hurt 
anymore. 
Have you ever tried reasoning 
ZLWK�D�IRXU�\HDU�ROG"�,�¿QDOO\�MXVW�
got on my knees and asked if she 
knew that I loved her. She said yes, 
she did, and I told her I would nev-
er hurt her but that her chin would 
never be the same unless it had 
stitches. Tears came to her eyes 
and she said, “Yes, sir.” 
Being a preacher, I promised her 

that we would go to Walmart for 
a prize after we went to the hos-
pital. We passed Walmart on the 
way and she said, “Daddy, I have 
a better idea, why don’t we go to 
:DOPDUW� ¿UVW"´� 3UHWW\� VPDUW� NLG��
As we walked into the hospital, 
she took my hand and said, “Dad-
dy, hold onto me and don’t let go.” 
The doctor put a papoose on her – 
ORRNHG�OLNH�D�VWUDLJKW�MDFNHW�WR�PH��
She smiled at me and motioned for 
me to hold her foot. It was tough, 
and I thought she would never 
have anything to do with me again 

By Guest Columnist                        
Reverend Marcus Peagler

and probably would not even go to 
Walmart with me. But then I felt 
her hand in mine, and she said, 
“Daddy, I love you. Thanks for 
holding me.” 
My friend, you will go through 
GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV��DQG�LW¶V�RND\�WR�FU\��
Remember the cross: It means that 
God is not going to let go, no mat-
ter the circumstances. 
There was a young boy who lived 

in south Florida who had a bad day 
at school. His house was on a lake 
DQG�ZKHQ�KH�JRW�KRPH��KH�MXVW�KLW�
the water and began to swim. When 
he was about halfway out into the 
lake, he looked up and realized that 
he was nose to nose with an alliga-
tor. He made a U-turn and swam 
as hard and fast as he could, yell-
ing the entire time. A neighbor saw 
what was happening and called 
911. His mom saw him and dove 
into the lake. The alligator and his 
mom arrived at the boy about the 
same time. There was a tug of war, 
but his mom won. 
When he was released from the 

hospital the news media was there, 
and they asked to see his scars 
from the alligator. The young boy 

showed them the scars, and then 
told them he wanted them to see 
his other scars. He showed the me-
dia his arm. Those were the scars 
from where his mother would not 
let go. 
Have you ever wondered why 

when Jesus returned from the 
grave, he still had scars? He had a 
perfect body with scars. The scars 
are for us. He wanted us to know 
God does not let go, even in death. 
Let’s think about his scars and 
ours, and remember not what the 
world does to us, but what He did 
IRU�XV��0DQ\�WLPHV��,�DP�MXVW�OLNH�
P\�GDXJKWHU��,�ZDQW�WKH�SUL]H�¿UVW��
but in this world of sin and death, 
WKH� SDLQ� FRPHV� ¿UVW�� WKHQ� *RG¶V�
promised prize. 
Actually, because of what Christ 

did on the cross, life is like a mov-
ie. He writes the script, and we 
SOD\�WKH�SDUW��WKH�WKLHYHV�FUXFL¿HG�
with Jesus.) 
When Charlton Heston was star-

ring in Ben Hur, he was having 
trouble with the chariot. Finally, 
the director told him that it was 
YHU\�VLPSOH��,W�ZDV�MXVW�D�PRY

Faithful Christ-followers will receive the prize
S

pe
ci

al
 to

 T
he

 C
an

to
n 

N
ew

s

Reverend Marcus Peagler

cont. on page 11
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OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

• Fenced & 
Lighted

201 N. Hargon St.

• Electronic 
Gate Access

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3433

• Security
   Cameras

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ACCESS

Art 2 students pictured with Millet on Superhero Day (l to r) are: Lane Martin, Kathrine 
Coward, Mr. Millet, Taylor Rosamond, Nick Foreman, Bethany Biggers, and Wonderful 
Lin. 

Hunting season is here! 
Come see us at 323 West Fulton Street 

or call us at 601-859-1271

About ten years ago, Mark Millet 
received a phone call from previ-
ous Canton Academy (CA) Head-
master Curt McCain telling him 
that he needed to come teach art 
at CA. After the third persistent 
phone call, Millet and his wife 
decided to tour the school with 
McCain and discuss the prospec-
tive job description. Since Millet 
had found that most schools try 
WR�¿W� HDFK� FODVVURRP� LQWR� D� WLJKW�
little “box” with strict boundaries, 
when McCain said, “We’ll leave 
you alone,” that was all Millet 
needed to hear.
Millet teaches Art I and Art 2 to 

high school students, with the Art 
2 students being “hand-picked” 
each year from the previous year’s 
class. He gets to know the stu-
dents and their families and builds 
a trust and rapport with them, so 
WKDW� KH� FDQ� IXO¿OO� KLV� YLVLRQ� RI�
stimulating the young, curious 
minds in his classroom through a 
very hands-on, highly creative ap-
proach to life. 
Millet says he has “the ultimate 

room” which even includes a 
kitchen where he teaches his stu-
dents how to cook healthy meals. 
7KH\�DOVR�WDNH�UHJXODU�¿HOG�WULSV��
from bike rides exploring the 
town of Canton and its history, to 
locating and trying out different 
restaurants (even currently paint-
ing a mural in Seafood King), all 
while making entertaining videos 
of their adventures. Millet has 
shot and edited over 700 videos of 
the students and their adventures, 
which can all be found at artist-
millet on Instagram, with some 
condensed versions on YouTube, 
under the same name. They’ve 
also recently taken on the proj-
ect of repairing Ms. Judy’s (lunch 
lady) old farm truck, affectionate-
ly named “Lunch Money,” while 
videoing the entire process.   
Canton Academy High School 

Principal Tray Earnhart said, “Art 
is very important in education. 
School has become so standard-
ized and focused on STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering and 
mathematics) that we tend to for-
get the arts. We encourage creativ-
LW\�� ,I� ZH� VWLÀH� DFWLYLW\�� WKHQ� ZH�

By Lori Lycette

lose what should be a fundamen-
tal part of education. Not just the 
‘what,’ but encourage minds to 
think creatively about the ‘why.’ 
Mark does a great job with this. 
What he’s done with our Art De-
partment is a key component to 
our approach to education.”
Millet’s Art Department at Can-

ton Academy has so much going 
on every day that it’s impossible 
to list it all, but rest assured that 
his knowledge and creativity will 

live on through all of his past and 
present students. One day, they 
will tell their grandchildren about 
“this one art teacher at Canton 
Academy that helped mold them” 
into who they have become. 
Mark Millet says he feels thank-

ful and blessed to be a part of this 
great school, and to have been 
pursued by the headmaster those 
ten years ago. They kept their 
word and have left him alone…to 
this day. 

Canton Academy art program thrives under Millet

Photo by Lori Lycette
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Everyone should exercise their right to vote
9RWLQJ�� � $� ZRUG� GH¿�QHG� E\� WKH�
0HUULDP�:HEVWHU� 'LFWLRQDU\� DV�
³DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�RSLQLRQ�RU�SUHI�
HUHQFH�´�$�FRQFHSW�ZHOO�NQRZQ�E\�
DOO� $PHULFDQV�� FRQVLGHULQJ� PDQ\�
WKLQJV� DERXW� WKLV� FRXQWU\� DUH� GH�
FLGHG�E\�HOHFWLRQV��3UHVLGHQW��MXGJ�
HV�� PD\RUV� DQG� JRYHUQRUV� DUH� DOO�
YRWHG�XSRQ�E\�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXOD�
WLRQ��DQG�LI�QRW��WKH\�DUH�GHFLGHG�E\�
HOHFWHG�RI¿�FLDOV�
(YHU\RQH�TXDOL¿�HG�WR�YRWH�VKRXOG�
YRWH�� EHFDXVH� HYHU\RQH� KDV� DQ�
RSLQLRQ�� 7KH� ZKROH� SXUSRVH� RI�
GHPRFUDF\� LV� IRU� HYHU\� SHUVRQ� WR�
KDYH� D� VD\� LQ� ZKDW� JRHV� RQ�� DQG�
ZKHQ� OHVV� WKDQ� KDOI� WKH� FRXQWU\�
LV� YRWLQJ�� QRW� HYHU\RQH¶V� YRLFH� LV�
EHLQJ� KHDUG��$QG� ZKHQ� HYHU\RQH�
LV�QRW�EHLQJ�KHDUG��WKDW¶V�QRW�D�GH�
PRFUDF\�
7KH�IDFW�LV�WKDW�PRVW�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�
ZKR� GRQ¶W� YRWH� DUH� \RXQJ�� WKRVH�
ZKR� DUH� RQO\� HLJKWHHQ� WR� WZHQ�
W\�IRXU� \HDUV� ROG�� (YHQ� WKRXJK�
PDQ\� SHRSOH� DUH� RSLQLRQDWHG� DQG�
KDYH� GLIIHUHQW� EHOLHIV� DQG� LGHDOV��
PRVW�PLOOHQQLDOV��ERUQ������������
KDYH� UHPRYHG� WKHPVHOYHV� IURP�
WKH� HOHFWRUDO� SURFHVV�� ³2QO\� WKLU�

W\�SHUFHQW�RI�PLOOHQQLDOV�WKLQN�LW¶V�
HVVHQWLDO� WR� OLYH� LQ� D� GHPRFUDF\��
FRPSDUHG� WR� VHYHQW\�WZR� SHUFHQW�
RI� WKRVH� ERUQ� EHIRUH� :RUOG� :DU�
,,´��*HUVKPDQ���������7KLV�PHDQV�
WKDW�OHVV�WKDQ�KDOI�RI�DOO�PLOOHQQLDOV�
DFWLYHO\�YRLFH�WKHLU�WKRXJKWV�
,W¶V� LPSRUWDQW� WR� UHPHPEHU� WKDW�
WKH�\RXQJHU�JHQHUDWLRQV�DUH�YRWLQJ�
IRU� WKH� IXWXUH�� 7KH� \RXQJHU� YRWH�
LQ� HOHFWLRQV� LV�
LQFUHGLEO\� LQ�
À�XHQWLDO�� DV�
WKH\� DQG� WKHLU�
RIIVSULQJ� ZLOO�
EH� UHDSLQJ� WKH�
HIIHFWV� RI� WKH�
HOHFWHG� RI¿��
FLDOV��
3HRSOH� DVVXPH�
WKDW� HYHU\RQH�
YRWHV��EXW�WKDW�LV�QRW�WKH�UHDOLW\�
:KLOH� VHYHQW\� SHUFHQW� RI�$PHUL�
FDQV�VD\�WKH\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�KLJK�YRW�
HU�WXUQRXW�LQ�SUHVLGHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQV�
LV�LPSRUWDQW��RQO\�¿�IW\�VL[�SHUFHQW�
RI�$PHULFDQV�ZKR�ZHUH�RI�WKH�YRW�
LQJ�DJH�YRWHG�LQ�WKH������SUHVLGHQ�
WLDO�HOHFWLRQ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�3HZ�
5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU��$QG�HYHQ�WKRXJK�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����PLOOLRQ�$PHUL�
FDQV�ZHUH�RI�DJH�WR�YRWH�WKDW�\HDU��

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

RQO\� ������ PLOOLRQ� ZHUH� DFWXDOO\�
UHJLVWHUHG��
&LWL]HQV� RI� RWKHU� FRXQWULHV� RIWHQ�
FRPSODLQ� DERXW� WKH�ZRUOG� DURXQG�
WKHP�� DQG� PDQ\� GRQ¶W� KDYH� WKH�
RSWLRQ�WR�FKDQJH�WKDW�ZRUOG��+RZ�
HYHU��$PHULFDQV�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�WR�
PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�WKDW�FDQ�DIIHFW�WKH�
IXWXUH� RI� WKH� QDWLRQ��0DQ\� EUDYH�
SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKLV�FRXQ�

WU\� KDYH� IRXJKW�
IRU� WKH� ULJKW� WR�
YRWH�� HVSHFLDOO\�
ZRPHQ�� PLQRUL�
WLHV� DQG� 1DWLYH�
$PHULFDQV�
7KH� SRZHU� WR�
FKRRVH� ZKDW�
KDSSHQV� LQ� WKLV�
FRXQWU\� OLHV� LQ�
WKH� KDQGV� RI� WKH�

YRWHU��
9RWLQJ� LV� D� JXDUDQWHHG� ZD\� IRU�
WKH�SHRSOH¶V�YRLFHV�WR�EH�KHDUG��,W�
LV�DQ�HIIHFWLYH�ZD\�RI�¿�JKWLQJ�IRU�
\RXU� EHOLHIV� DQG� IRU� WKH� GLUHFWLRQ�
\RX� WKLQN�\RXU� WRZQ�VWDWH�FRXQWU\�
VKRXOG�EH�KHDGHG��:KLOH�WKHUH�DUH�
PDQ\� ZD\V� WR� SUDFWLFH� DFWLYLVP��
VXFK� DV� SHDFHIXO� SURWHVWV�� OHWWHUV�
DQG�SKRQH�FDOOV�WR�HOHFWHG�RI¿�FLDOV�
RU�DFWXDOO\�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿�FH��YRW�

LQJ� LV� RQH� RI� WKH� HDVLHVW� ZD\V� WR�
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�SROLWLFV�
6WD\� LQIRUPHG�� 5HVHDUFK� HDFK�
FDQGLGDWH�DQG�VWD\�FXUUHQW�RQ�UHJ�
LVWUDWLRQ� GHDGOLQHV� DQG� SROOLQJ�
SODFHV�� :DWFK� WKH� FDQGLGDWH� GH�
EDWHV� LI� WKH\� DUH� WDNLQJ� SODFH� IRU�
WKDW�VSHFL¿�F�HOHFWLRQ��
*HQHUDO� HOHFWLRQV� DUH� KHOG� HDFK�
\HDU� LQ� 1RYHPEHU� RQ� WKH� ¿�UVW�
7XHVGD\�DIWHU� WKH�¿�UVW�0RQGD\�RI�
WKH�PRQWK��5HJLVWHUHG� YRWHUV� FDVW�
WKHLU� EDOORWV� IRU� IHGHUDO�� VWDWH� DQG�
ORFDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�
8�6�� VHQDWRUV�� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� WR�
&RQJUHVV��JRYHUQRU��DWWRUQH\�JHQ�
HUDO�� VWDWH� WUHDVXUHU� DQG� PRUH��
2GG�QXPEHUHG� \HDUV� ZLOO� KDYH�
PXQLFLSDO� HOHFWLRQV� ZKHUH� WKHUH�
DUH�QR�IHGHUDO�RU�VWDWH�RI¿�FLDOV�EH�
LQJ�YRWHG�RQ��$QG�HYHU\�IRXU�\HDUV�
LV�WKH�SUHVLGHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQ�
([HUFLVLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH�LV�RQH�
RI� WKH� WUXHVW� DVSHFWV� RI� GHPRFUD�
F\��DQG�LW¶V�RQH�WKDW�KDVQ¶W�DOZD\V�
EHHQ� JXDUDQWHHG� WR� HYHU\� FLWL]HQ�
LQ� WKLV� FRXQWU\�� ,Q� D� FRXQWU\�ZLWK�
RYHU� ���� PLOOLRQ� HOLJLEOH� YRWHUV��
\RX� PD\� WKLQN� \RXU� YRWH� GRHVQ¶W�
PDWWHU��%XW�WKDW�FRXOGQ¶W�EH�IXUWKHU�
IURP�WKH�WUXWK��(YHU\�YRWH�PDWWHUV�
VR�JHW�RXW�DQG�YRWH�

ASSET Engineering welcomes Greg D. King, PE
$66(7�(QJLQHHULQJ��D�JURZLQJ�
¿�UP� VSHFLDOL]LQJ� LQ� SRZHU� V\V�

WHPV� GHVLJQ�
DQG�DQDO\VLV��
LV� SURXG�
to an-
QRXQFH�
W K D W�
*UHJ� '��
. L Q J ��
3(�� KDV�
M R L Q H G�

WKHLU� WHDP� DV� D� 6HQLRU� 3URM�
HFW�(QJLQHHU��.LQJ�JUDGXDWHG�
IURP� 0LVVLVVLSSL� 6WDWH� 8QL�
YHUVLW\� ZLWK� D� %DFKHORU� RI�
6FLHQFH� LQ� (OHFWULFDO� (QJLQHHU�
LQJ��*UHJ�LV�HDJHU�WR�ZRUN�DORQJ�
VLGH� KLV� QHZ� FROOHDJXHV� RQ�$6�
6(7¶V�JURZLQJ�EDFNORJ�RI�SRZHU�
SURMHFWV�
.LQJ�KDV�RYHU����\HDUV�RI�H[SH�
ULHQFH�LQ�SRZHU�GHOLYHU\�SURMHFWV��

KDYLQJ�ZRUNHG�PRVW�RI�KLV�FDUHHU�
OHDGLQJ�PHGLXP�DQG�KLJK�YROWDJH�
SURMHFWV� DOO� RYHU� WKH� FRXQWU\� IRU�
*HQHUDO�(OHFWULF¶V�RI¿�FH�LQ�-DFN�
VRQ�� 0LVVLVVLSSL�� +LV� DUHDV� RI�
VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ� LQFOXGH� VXEVWDWLRQ�

HQJLQHHULQJ��DQG�UHODWHG�FRQWUROV�
V\VWHPV�
.LQJ� FRPHV� WR� $66(7� ZLWK� D�
SURYHQ�WUDFN�UHFRUG�RI�VXFFHVVIXO�
O\�FRPSOHWHG�SURMHFWV�DQG�D�VWHO�
ODU�UHFRUG�RI�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�
.LQJ� DQG� KLV� ZLIH� KDYH� OLYHG�

Special to The Canton News PRVW� RI� WKHLU� OLYHV� LQ� 0DGLVRQ��
0LVVLVVLSSL�� H[FHSW� IRU� D� EULHI�
VWLQW�LQ�+RXVWRQ��7H[DV��ZKHUH�KH�
VHUYHG�DV�D�6XSHUYLVRU�DW�D�+RXV�
WRQ� EDVHG� FRQVXOWLQJ� ¿�UP�� +H�
KDV� IRXU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG� LV� D�SURXG�

JUDQGIDWKHU�� .LQJ� DQG� KLV� ZLIH�
HQMR\� WUDYHOLQJ�� EHLQJ� RXWGRRUV��
FRRNLQJ�� DQG� VSHQGLQJ� DV� PXFK�
WLPH�DV�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDPLO\��
.LQJ� ORRNV� IRUZDUG� WR� GHYHORS�
LQJ�QHZ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�EULQJ�
LQJ�KLV�VLJQL¿�FDQW

NQRZOHGJH� DQG� H[SHULHQFH� WR�
RXU� FOLHQWV¶� SURMHFWV� ZKLOH� FRQ�
WULEXWLQJ� WR� $66(7¶V� FRQWLQXHG�
JURZWK�
$66(7� (QJLQHHULQJ� LV� UHFRJ�
QL]HG� DV� D� VSHFLDOLVW� LQ� SRZHU�

V\VWHP� GHVLJQ� DQG� DQDO\VLV�
IRU� XWLOLW\� FRPSDQLHV�� LQGH�
SHQGHQW�SRZHU�SURGXFHUV��DQG�
ODUJH� LQGXVWULDO� DQG� LQVWLWX�
WLRQDO�SRZHU�XVHUV�
7KH\� DUH� GHGLFDWHG� WR� SUR�
YLGLQJ� FOLHQWV� ZLWK� TXDOLW\�
HOHFWULFDO� HQJLQHHULQJ� VROX�

WLRQV� WKURXJK� D� IRFXV� RQ� LQ�
QRYDWLRQV� LQ� WKH� HQJLQHHULQJ�
LQGXVWU\�
)RU� PRUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RU�

EXVLQHVV� LQTXLULHV�� SOHDVH� YLVLW�
ZZZ�DVVHWFRPSDQ\�FRP� RU� FRQ�
WDFW� WKHP� DW� �������������� )RO�
ORZ� WKHP� RQ� )DFHERRN�� 7ZLWWHU��
/LQNHG,Q�� DQG� <RX7XEH� IRU� XS�
GDWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�SURMHFWV�DQG�
FRPSDQ\�QHZV�
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Greg D. King, PE
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On the feast day of St. Francis, 
Church bells will be rung at the 
time of the Muslim Call to Prayer 
in remembrance of St. Francis’ 
meeting with the Sultan of Egypt.
On Friday, October 4, at 2 p.m., 

the bells of Grace Episcopal 
Church will ring out to call peo-
ple to remember St. Francis’ cou-
rageous choice 800 years ago to 
cross battle lines during the Cru-
sades in order to speak directly 
with the Sultan leading the Egyp-
tian army. Amidst the horrors 
of war, these two men spoke of 
peace and reconciliation while 
¿�QGLQJ� FRPPRQ� JURXQG� ZLWK�
in their warring faiths. Here in 
Canton, Grace Episcopal will be 
ringing church bells and holding 
a Service of Prayers for Peace at 
the time that the Muslim commu-
nity is being called to prayer as a 
reminder of the willingness of St. 
Francis and Sultan Al-Kamil to 
transcend differences in the name 
of love. All are welcome to attend 
at 161 East Peace Street.
At a time of division and distrust, 

the Franciscan community wants 
to remind people that the saint so 
beloved for his care for animals 
and creation was willing to risk 
his life in the hope of reconcili-
ation and peace. St. Francis and 
Sultan Al-Kamil are models for 
how Cantonians also can reach 
out beyond their own communi-
ties in peace and love. With Grace 
Episcopal Church, The Third Or-
der Society of Saint Francis Prov-
ince of the Americas invites the 
community to honor St. Francis 
by reaching across differences 
seeking understanding.
The bell ringing is part of a 

world-wide remembrance of Saint 
Francis’ meeting with the Sultan, 
initiated by Franciscans in Bel-
gium and the Netherlands. The 
website franciscancall4peace.org 
includes a map showing locations 
throughout the world that will be 
participating in this witness for 
peace.
“In these times of unquiet and 

tension, the simple act of ring-
ing bells reminds us of the love 
St. Francis had for all of creation 
and his courage in expressing that 

Special to The Canton News

love. Franciscans everywhere will 
be joining in this celebration of 
love and peace,” said Janet Fed-
ders, Minister Provincial for the 
Americas Province of the Third 
Order, Society of St. Francis.
The Third Order of the Society 

of St. Francis (TSSF) is an An-
glican/Episcopal religious order 
made up of individuals who live 
by Franciscan principles “in the 
world.” This is the order founded 
by Francis himself for those who 

were drawn to his way but felt 
called to live it out right where 
they were. Its members are male 
and female, lay and clergy, mar-
ried and single, each serving God 
in the ordinary occupations of 
life, while modeling their lives on 
St. Francis, who saw the face of 
Christ in everyone he met: bish-
op or leper, Christian or Muslim, 
friend or stranger. For more in-
formation about TSSF, visit tssf.
org.

Grace Episcopal Church will ring bells for peace

Special to The Canton News
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Canton Music Study Club
KDV�¿�UVW�������PHHWLQJ

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Music Study Club (CMSC) held its initial meeting of the year last month at the 
First United Methodist Church in Canton. President Marian Durfey welcomed members 
and led in the club ritual. Program Chairmen Princess Thompson and Sarah Waters gave 
an overview of programs for the year. The guest speaker for the evening was Frances 
Nelson, President of the National Federation of Music Clubs. Cecil Fox, Jr., Treasurer of 
the Mississippi Federation of Music Clubs, also spoke to the group. Pictured (l to r) are 
Cecil Fox, Jr., Frances Nelson and Marian Durfey.
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Special to The Canton News

Pictured (l to r) are: Neal Rich, PE and Managing Partner, Asset Engineering of Canton; 
Portia Ballard Espy, Executive Director for The William Winter Institute for Racial Rec-
onciliation in Jackson; and David Rich, President Canton Rotary and CEO of Rich Grain 
Distillery in Canton.

Executive Director of the Wil-
liam Winter Institute for Racial 
Reconciliation Portia Ballard 
Espy spoke at a recent Rotary 
Club meeting. Espy presented 
the Three Pillars of the William 
Winter Institute for Racial Rec-
onciliation program: 1) Commu-
nity Building, an eighteen-month 
commitment and the “Welcome 
Table”; 2) Youth Engagement, 
a nine-day program for twen-
ty-eight sophomores and juniors; 
and 3) Policy and Civic Educa-
tion, a plan to educate Mississippi 

communities on how to support 
change.
 She stated that improving the 

“Quality of Life for all Missis-
sippians” and the “Brain Drain” 
leaving Mississippi are key fac-
tors for the Mississippi Economic 
Council. The William Winter In-
stitute for Racial Reconciliation 
is a 501(c)3 organization that was 
established and based at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi in Oxford 
for nineteen years but recently 
moved to Jackson.  For more in-
formation or to get involved, call 
601-355-8167 or email info@
winterinstitute.org. 

Special to The Canton News

Espy addresses Rotarians
The popular on-demand eBook 

service hoopla digital is now 
available for free at the Madi-
son County Library (MCLS). 
Library card holders can access 
over 319,000 eBook titles. Con-
tent can be downloaded from any 
computer or 
mobile device 
by download-
ing the hoop-
la digital app 
for iOS or 
Android.
Hoopla dig-

ital has pi-
oneered a 
unique model that allows patrons 
to borrow content immediately, 
UHPRYLQJ� DUWL¿�FLDO� DYDLODELOLW\�
constraints and maximizing the 
power of digital content and In-
ternet distribution. Technologi-
cally, hoopla digital focuses on 
the latest browser, phone and 
tablet products to deliver the 
best possible experience to each 
user – the public library patron.
Research shows that kids inter-

act with reading in a lot of dif-
ferent ways. One giant advan-

tage with hoopla is their “read 
along” feature which allows 
kids to hear the story but follow 
along with highlighted words. 
This encourages learning while 
having fun. 
EBooks are also great for peo-

ple with print disabilities. EB-
ooks let readers enlarge print 

and include 
a special font 
choice which 
can help peo-
ple with dys-
lexsia read 
easier. Hoop-
la digital is a 
category-cre-
ating service 

that partners with public librar-
ies across North America to pro-
vide online and mobile access 
to thousands of eBooks. With 
hoopla digital, patrons can bor-
row, instantly download dynam-
ic content with a valid library 
card. All content is accessible 
via hoopla digital’s mobile app 
and online at www.hoopladigi-
tal.com. hoopla digital is a ser-
vice of Midwest Tape – a trust-
ed partner to public libraries for 
RYHU�WZHQW\�¿�YH�\HDUV��

Special to The Canton News

Hoopla digital is here

Special to The Canton News

Stuart Smith was born Janu-
ary 27, 1991, to Clark and Rai 

Smith, both 
l i f e l o n g 
Cantonians. 
He was an 
e x t r e m e l y 
o u t g o i n g 
child, never 
meeting a 
stranger. As 
he grew up, 
he became 

very popular at Canton Acad-
emy, from being voted Class 
Favorite every year from grade 
seven to eleven, to Best Overall 
Junior High and then Mr. Canton 
Academy his senior year. 
Rai Smith said of her son, “Stu-

art would talk to anyone. He 
loved everybody, and everybody 
loved him. He loved hunting, 
¿�VKLQJ�� SOD\LQJ� EDVHEDOO� DQG�
football, music and socializing.” 
Smith attended Mississippi 

State University (MSU) and was 
always the “life of the party,” so 

much that many of the college 
parties that he attended were 
nicknamed Stuapalooza. He was 
very popular and loved at MSU. 
He had broken his hip in high 

school and was prescribed lots 
of opioid pain pills, which led to 
benzodiazapines, and then 
he found that they were 
widely used as rec-
reational drugs at 
college and very 
easy to obtain. 
On November 

6, 2015, with-
out any warn-
ing, Smith took 
his life. He had 
always come 
across as an 
extremely hap-
py young man, who lived 
life to the fullest, and made the 
lives of those he touched a little 
brighter.  
Clark Smith said about his son, 

“He was the single most loved 
person that I’ve ever met…in-
stantly loved as soon as people 
PHW� KLP�� +H� GH¿�QLWHO\� NQHZ�

By Lori Lycette he was loved. For instance, one 
year when he was on the home-
coming court, I was driving the 
convertible that he was riding 
in. He said, ‘Slow down, these 
are my fans.’”
“Stuart was very close to his 

brothers who were three 
years younger than 

him. Twins Patrick 
and Daniel real-
ly looked up to 
Stuart and have 
recently be-
come a chem-
ical engineer 
and an architect, 

respectively, 
partly due to 
their older 

brother’s advice 
for them to make 

better choices than he did and to 
get a good education,” said Rai 
Smith.  
Within days of Smith’s pass-

ing, to honor his life and to also 
help others, his SAE fraternity 
brothers started the Stuart Smith 
Memorial Scholarship at MSU. 

The Stuapalooza Memorial Golf 
Tournament is an annual event 
held at the Country Club of 
Canton, and this year’s will be 
held on October 12. The tour-
nament has raised almost eighty 
thousand dollars for the scholar-
ship fund, which provides two 
four-year college scholarships 
for Madison County students 
annually. Donations also go to-
wards suicide prevention at Ole 
Miss, MSU, USM and JSU. To 
contribute in any way to the 
tournament or directly to the 
scholarship fund, contact Reed 
Brantley at 601-503-6166 or gr-
brantley91@gmail.com. 
A portion of the proceeds of 

The Stuapalooza Golf Tour-
nament is also donated to the 
Central Mississippi Out of 
the Darkness Walk, which is a 
IXQGUDLVHU�WR�¿�JKW�VXLFLGH��7KLV�
year’s walk will take place at 
Strawberry Patch Park in Madi-
son on October 19 beginning at 
9 a.m. All participants will need 
to register online at afsp.org/
centralms.

Stuapalooza Golf Tournament honors Stuart Smith
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TIPS TO STAY WARM AND SAVE 
ENERGY THIS FALL:

Keep your thermostat at or below 68 degrees. 

Check for cracks, leaks, or drafts. 

Let light and heat from windows inside. 

Reverse the spin of ceiling fans. 

4GPĚCEG�XOTR�*8#%�ĂĚěGR��
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Grandparents honored

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Library recently honored grandparents with a special event. Pastors Dexter 
and Sheryl Washington, co-pastors of Dunamis Power Ministries, led worship through 
song as their daughter, Charity, accompanied on the piano. The children made a craft to 
present to their grandparent(s) to show their love and appreciation for all they do. Pic-
tured at front of room (l to r) are: Charity Washington (on piano), Dexter Washington and 
Sheryl Washington.

Wicker receives award

Special to The Canton News

The Madison County Business League & Foundation (MCBL&F) and the Mississippi 
Economic Council recently co-sponsored a business roundtable at the Ridgeland law 
RI¿�FHV�RI�$GDPV�DQG�5HHVH��7KH�86�&KDPEHU�RI�&RPPHUFH¶V�6SLULW�RI�(QWHUSULVH�$ZDUG�
ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�WR�6HQDWRU�5RJHU�:LFNHU��3LFWXUHG��O�WR�U��DUH��0&('$�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�
Joey Deason; MCBL&F Executive Director Jan Collins; MCBL&F Chairman Cecil Harper; 
6HQDWRU�5RJHU�:LFNHU��&ODUN�-DFNVRQ��86�&KDPEHU�RI�&RPPHUFH��DQG�0&%/	)�*RY�
HUQPHQW�$IIDLUV�&KDLUPDQ�3KLO�%XI¿�QJWRQ�

Faithful Christ-followers receive the grand prize
cont. from page 5

ie. Heston just had to stay on the 
chariot, and the director would 
make sure he won. The best I can 
tell you is that life is like a movie 
LQ�ZKLFK�*RG�KDV�ZULWWHQ�WKH�¿�QDO�
scene. Because of the cross, we 
win the race, and He gives us the 

prize. 
Both thieves in the Luke 23 pas-

sage were believers. One believed 
a lie, and the other came to believe 
the truth, but both believed. The 
Bible records that there was grief 
deserved. The two thieves were 

guilty. Belief was declared. Luke 
23:42 says, “Lord remember me.” 
The prize was delivered. Luke 
23:43, “And Jesus said to Him, 
assuredly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in Paradise.”
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Rev. Marcus 
Peagler is the current interim pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of Can-
ton. He is also the Sunday School 
and Discipleship Ministries Direc-
tor of the Mississippi Baptist Con-
vention Board.
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State Hospital honors
service anniversaries

Special to The Canton News

Mississippi State Hospital (MSH) recently honored employees with August anniversaries 
for their years of service to the hospital, including one from Canton. Service awards are 
given to MSH employees in the month of their date of hire, beginning with one year and 
IROORZHG�E\�HYHU\�¿�IWK�DQQLYHUVDU\�\HDU��(PSOR\HHV�UHFHLYH�D�&HUWL¿�FDWH�RI�$SSUHFLDWLRQ�
and a Service Award Pin. The program is sponsored by Friends of Mississippi State Hos-
pital, Inc. MSH, a program of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health, was found-
ed in 1855 and helps the individuals it serves achieve mental wellness by encouraging 
hope, promoting safety, and supporting recovery. Recipients include (l to r) front row: 
Kierra Smith (Jackson, 1 year); Polly Ross (Canton, 1 year); Jalonda Quinn (Brandon, 
1 year); and back row: Brittany Thrash (Morton, 1 year); Jackie Fleming (Jackson, 35 
years); Jennifer Giambrone (Clinton, 20 years); and John Dawson (Madison, 1 year).

Beginning in April of this year, 
the Lions Club hosted four “Can-
ton After 5” events. These were de-
signed to attract people into town 
and to serve as fundraisers to help 
¿�QDQFH� /LRQV¶� ORFDO� VHUYLFH� SURM�
ects. The Lions say they are very 
grateful to all the friends and sup-
porters for attending and making 
these summer programs successful.  
The Canton Lions say that Jana 

Dear and the Canton Tourism staff 
are much appreciated for all their 
help and for allowing the use of 
WKH� 7UROLR� +RWHO¶V� EHDXWLIXO� 5RVH�
*DUGHQ�5RRP� IRU� WKH� /LRQV� &OXE�
gatherings. Granville Edgar, of 
+DQQDK¶V�/LTXRU�6WRUH��KDV�DOZD\V�
supported the Lions and donated 
wine for all four of these events.  
The Canton Lions say they also 
ZLVK�WR�WKDQN�'DYLG�5LFK��RZQHU�RI�
5LFK�*UDLQ�'LVWLOOHU\��IRU�WKH�ERXU�
bon tasting program in April; Wan-
GD�%DOGZLQ�DQG�6KHUU\�/D&RXU�IRU�
WKH� FODVV� LQ�0D\�RQ�EXWWHUÀ�\� JDU�
GHQLQJ��DQG�%UDOH\�5HHG�IURP�WKH�

Canton Library for her guidance in 
June on safely utilizing social me-
dia. The Lions took a break in July. 
Erin Noble and Jane Foster fea-
tured tailgating tips in August for 
the last summer session. Tailgating 
proved to be a good choice to end 
the “Canton After 5” events. With 
the help of Dear, Noble, Foster and 
The Canton News promoting this 
event, there was a whopping crowd 
RI� ¿�IW\�WKUHH� SD\LQJ� FXVWRPHUV��
Noble and Foster not only attracted 
the largest crowd of the summer, 
they also donated all the tailgating 
food, which gave the Lions a larger 
share of the proceeds to pocket for 
SURMHFWV�
The Canton Lions will feature “A 
6DOXWH� WR� +HUE� 3RZHU´� GLQQHU� RQ�
October 22, 2019. It will take place 
DW� 7ZR� 5LYHUV¶� (YHQWV� 9HQXH� EH�
ginning at 6:30 p.m. Call 601-842-
1780 for reservations. Cantonians 
are encouraged to attend and hon-
RU�3RZHU¶V�ORQJWLPH�VHUYLFH�WR�WKH�
community. 
The Canton Lions say they want 

to thank everyone for their support!  

Special to The Canton News

Canton Lions appreciate 
supporters, honor Power
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*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

Fourth grade students can get 
a free annual pass to visit more 
than 2,000 federal recreation ar-
eas with their families, classmates 
and friends. The Every Kid Out-
doors Program is an interagency 
collaboration between the Depart-
ment of the Interior, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, and U.S. Forest Service 
that provides fourth graders with 
free access to explore, learn and 
recreate in spectacular settings, 
including national parks, wildlife 
refuges, marine sanctuaries and 
forests.
“Introducing fourth grade stu-

dents to America’s public lands 
provides them with limitless op-
portunities to have fun, be active, 
LPSURYH�¿�WQHVV� DQG� OHDUQ� FULWLFDO�
skills,” said Secretary of the In-
terior David Bernhardt. “Visits 
on class trips or family vacations 
to the rich variety of astonishing 
landscapes and historic treasures 
located on public lands will result 
in unforgettable experiences and, 

hopefully, forge lifelong connec-
tions to the outdoors.”
The bipartisan John D. Ding-

ell, Jr. Conservation, Manage-
ment and Recreation Act, which 
was signed into law by President 
Trump on March 12, 2019, au-
thorized funding for Every Kid 
Outdoors for the next sev-
en years.
To obtain the free 

pass, fourth grade 
students visit the 
Every Kid Out-
doors website, 
participate in a 
short educational 
activity, and down-
load a voucher. The 
voucher is valid for 
multiple uses between 
September 1, 2019, and Au-
gust 31, 2020, to correspond to 
the traditional school year. The 
voucher may be exchanged for 
a keepsake pass at participating 
federal lands.
The voucher or pass grants free 

entry for fourth graders, all chil-
dren under 16 in the group and up 
to three accompanying adults (or 

Special to The Canton News an entire car for drive-in parks) to 
most federally managed lands and 
waters. The pass does not cover 
expanded amenity fees such as 
camping or boat rides.
The great outdoors make a great 

classroom. Fourth grade educators 
are encouraged to take advan-

tage of the wide range of 
educational programs 

and tools associat-
ed with the Every 
Kid Outdoors 
Program. Educa-
tional activities, 
¿�HOG� WULS� RSWLRQV��
information and 
tools in English 

and Spanish, and 
the ability to print 

vouchers for passes for 
students are all available on 

the website.
The Every Kid Outdoors Pro-

gram replaces the Every Kid in a 
Park Program that was established 
in 2015.
The program focuses on chil-

dren ten years of age—the age 
of most fourth graders—based 
on research that indicates chil-

dren ages nine through eleven are 
at a unique developmental stage 
in their learning where they be-
gin to understand how the world 
around them works in more con-
crete ways, and they are more re-
ceptive to engaging with nature 
and the environment. By focusing 
on this age group year after year, 
the program aims to ensure every 
child in the United States has the 
opportunity to visit their Federal 
lands and waters by the time he 
or she is eleven years old, thereby 
establishing a lifelong connection 
to enjoy and protect our American 
outdoor heritage.
There are seven federal agencies 

participating in the Every Kid 
Outdoors Program. Lands and 
waters accessible with the pass 
can be located by viewing the 
websites of the participating agen-
cies: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, U.S. Forest Service, Nation-
al Park Service, U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management, U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
and the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers.

Every Kid Outdoors designed for fourth graders

© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help !s "elp 
MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports 
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.
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