
Good News You Can Use

PRST STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CANTON, MS
PERMIT NO. 3

Canton News
P.O. Box 1163, Canton, MS  39046• May 7, 2020 • Vol. 6, No. 5 • Canton, Mississippi   

Photo by AMP/Ava Jazlyn

Yet another movie has been 
fi lmed in Canton, the fi lm capi-
tal of Mississippi. Jakob’s Wife, a 
co-production of AMP Internation-
al and Mississippi-based Eyevox 
Entertainment, was recently fi lmed 
under-the-radar at several different 
locations within the city. 
The story, a supernatural horror, 

follows a woman (Anne) in her late 
50s who, after a chance encounter 
with “The Master,” discovers a 
new sense of power, a change that 
comes with a heavy toll.
Lead actress and co-producer Bar-

bara Crampton said of her charac-
ter Anne, “She’s a long-married 
pastor’s wife who has a dutiful and 
moral sensibility about life, but 
feels she has missed out on some 
potential she may have squandered 
in her youth. 
“The overall feeling in the village 

By Lori Lycette was a perfect backdrop for my 
character of Anne. The people you 
encountered on the street always 
gave me a smile or said hello,” said 
Crampton. “This was a cheerful 
place with a long history and still 
full of promise and goodness, even 
with the nearby town of Madison 
seemingly taking a large portion of 
the new growth in the area.” 
“I much preferred the old-world 

feel of Canton,” added Crampton.
The fi lm also stars Larry Fes-

senden (Stake Land), Bonnie 
Aarons (The Nun), Robert Ru-
sler (Weird Science), Sarah 
Lind (Edgemont), Mark Kelly 
(Fear the Walking Dead), Nyisha 
Bell, and Phil Brooks (Girl On The 
Third Floor).
Co-producer Joe Wicker said of 

his experience in Canton, “For a 
movie like ours, it’s incredibly 
important to have community sup-
port. Fortunately for us, Canton 

Canton, MS is host city for another movie fi lming

cont. on page 3

The Canton Flea Market, original-
ly scheduled for May 14, has been 
canceled as a cautionary measure, 
in the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic, Canton city and tour-
ism offi cials recently announced. 
“Out of an abundance of concern 

for the health and well-being of 
our citizens and all participants, 
we have made the hard decision to 
cancel the May fl ea market,” Can-
ton Mayor William Truly, Jr., said.
This spring’s market would have 

been the 55th biannual Canton 
Flea Market. The event typically 
draws close to 1,000 arts, crafts, 
and food and beverage vendors, 
who pack Canton’s historic Court-

Special to The Canton News

Canton cancels spring fl ea market amid COVID-19 concerns
house Square and several blocks 
leading to the Old Jail. A crowd of 
about 30,000 to 40,000 shoppers 
fl ock to Canton each May to snap 
up one-of-a-kind arts, crafts and 
treats.
“We are sad that this event will 

not take place, but the health and 
safety of our community, our ven-
dors and our tourists is our top 
priority,” said Jana Dear, Canton 
Tourism executive director. “We 
look forward to a great event in 
October.”
The fall Canton Flea Market is 

scheduled for October 8. The fall 
market is the larger of the two, 
averaging more than 1,100 ven-
dors and upward of 50,000 to 
60,000 shoppers each year.

Barbara Crampton as Anne in Jakob’s Wife

proved to be full of wonderful peo-
ple who wanted to help bring the 
movie to life. 
“Jana Dear (Canton Tourism) was 

the fi rst person I met in Canton, 
when I scouted back in early No-
vember of 2019. Canton’s annual 

Special to The Canton News
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Please call (601) 859-4212 and will we will prepare your prescriptions/OTC medications for convenient 
pickup at our Drive-Thru window or curbside pickup. We appreciate your business and patience during 
this time. Most importantly we care about your health and safety.  

Mosby’s Drug Store will serve our patients thru:
Drive-thru Window / Home delivery / Curb side when necessary
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OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

• Fenced & 
Lighted

201 N. Hargon St.

• Electronic 
Gate Access

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3433

• Security
   Cameras

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ACCESS

High speed internet 
with no contracts!!

Plans starting at 49.99 per 
month with no overages!!

WWW.NETSPEEDMS.COM
601-859-3433

Despite the ongoing pandem-
ic, the Mississippi Department of 
Transportation (MODO) contin-
ues progress on several infrastruc-
ture improvements on highways 
across central 
Mississippi, 
including Mad-
ison County.
A project 

to increase 
capacity on 
I-55 north-
bound in 
Madison 
County is 
nearing com-
pletion. The project will widen 
the existing I-55 bridge over the 
I-220 northbound to I-55 north-
bound ramp to provide for an 
additional lane. The ramps at the 
I-55 northbound to I-220 south-
bound and I-55 northbound to the 
Natchez Trace interchanges will 
be modifi ed to incorporate the 
additional lane.  

The project also includes milling 
and overlaying I-55 northbound 
lanes from County Line Road to 
the Natchez Trace, the west front-
age road between Old Agency 
Road and Steed Road, the round-
about at Old Agency, the north-

east loop 
from I-55 to 
Old Agency, 
the north-
west loop 
from Old 
Agency to 
I-55 and the 
southwest 
ramp from 
Old Agency 
to I-55.
Base con-

struction has been completed for 
the roadway widening and paving 
crews have placed all but the rid-
ing surface throughout the proj-
ect. Remaining work includes 
placement of the riding surface, 
sign installation, fi nal striping and 
smoothing efforts. Key Construc-

Special to The Canton News

MDOT projects proceed 
in central Mississippi 

Special to The Canton News

Canton High School (CHS) 
senior Jas-
mine Burns 
recently 
committed 
to attend the 
University 
of Southern 
Mississip-
pi (USM) 
on a track 
scholarship. 
Burns has 
had many 
accomplish-
ments at 
CHS. 
In 2017, 

she became 
the fast-
est female 
100m runner 
in Canton High School history 
and competed in the 5A State 
Championships in long jump and 
100m. Her personal records were 
100m at 12.42, 200m at 26.33 

and long jump 17-0. 
In 2018, Burns competed in 

the 5A State Championships in 
the 100m, 
200m and 
long jump. 
Her personal 
records were: 
100m at 
12.25, 200m 
at 25.70 and 
long jump 
17-1.75.
In 2019, she 

fi nished the 
regular sea-
son in sec-
ond place in 
the 100m, 
200m and 
long jump at 
the 5A State 
Champion-
ships and 

remained number one in long 
jump at the 5A level. Her per-
sonal records are 100m at 12.05, 
200m at 25.70 and long jump 
17-9.

Special to The Canton News

Canton High School senior
commits to Southern Miss

Special to The Canton News

cont. on page 16
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It’s your community.

Canton is host city for another movie fi lming
cont. from front page
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‘City of Lights’ celebration was 
around the corner, and Jana was 
hard at work with her team arrang-
ing seasonal displays, stringing 
lights and bringing a little holiday 
magic to the Square,” said Wicker. 
“It was clear to me that she takes 
an active role to ensure that events 
are successful in Canton, and her 
level of dedication toward our fi lm 
was no different. She was a valu-
able resource and a true advocate 
for the project.  If you ever want 
to fi lm in Canton, Jana should be 
your fi rst call.”
“Once we decided on Canton, 

and partnered with Rick Moore 
at Eyevox Entertainment, 
the race was on to fi nd the 
right locations,” explained 
Wicker. “Canton has a 
rich fi lm history. And we 
were lucky enough to fi lm 
at one of the locations at 
the center of it all: ‘The 
Skip House’ (which was 
famously used in the fi lm, 
My Dog Skip.) We fi lmed 
at the historic house for 
nearly two weeks. The 
home belongs to John 
and Suzanne, who were 
incredibly accommodat-
ing to us. I really enjoyed 
spending time with John 
and Suzanne - and their adorable 
black lab, Charlotte.”
Wicker continued: “New Bethel 

Baptist Church is a special place. 
Reverend J.P. Walker and Rev-
erend Frederick Walker opened 
their doors to us, and we’re all so 
very grateful. 2020 marks J.P.’s 
twenty-fi fth year as pastor of 
New Bethel, as well. While stay-
ing in Canton, I spent quite a few 
Sundays at New Bethel (and Bob 
came along, too). The energy in 
that sanctuary is like nothing I’ve 
ever experienced: the power of J.P. 
and Frederick’s words, the spirited 
music, the tremendous warmth of 
the congregation...it’s the gem of 
James Avenue.”

The movie fi lming involved some 
local businesses, as well as inter-
actions with many Cantonians. 
“Not only is Two Rivers Restau-

rant’s cuisine top notch, but so is 
the man behind the scenes: John-
ny Stewart. The restaurant had the 
right look and served as great rain 
cover on one of the rainiest days of 
our shoot,” said Wicker, who also 
offered thanks to Paragon Gin for 
allowing them to fi lm there. 
“Other helpful friends of the fi lm 

in town include: Chief Otha Brown 
(of the Canton Police Department), 
Susie Morgan, Robert Riddell, 
Brad McMullan, James Ellington, 

Lamar Brown, Percy Bennett and 
many more, “said Wicker. “Thank 
you, Canton!” 
Crampton added, “John and Su-

zanne Scanlan’s house of (My Dog 
Skip) was so warm and welcom-
ing, with countless photos of their 
own family along the walls, a col-
lection of Roseville pottery, with a 
very comfortable lived-in kitchen, 
multiple living rooms and a warm 
and inviting sunroom. This was 
such a pleasant place to be for my 
character to call ‘home.’ Our pro-
duction designer and prop people 
only had to add a few touches to 
make the house a bit more person-
al to Anne.”
“Most of the cast came from New 

York and Los Angeles, and we were 
surprised and delighted to fi nd that 
a local casting director actually 
lives part time right in Canton! 
Matthew Morgan was instrumen-
tal in getting us great local actors 
who didn’t have to travel too far to 
be part of our movie,” said Cramp-
ton. “His mom, Susie, helped us, 
as well, with some lodging and a 
holding area on the Square for the 
cast in between shooting times or 
‘takes.’” 
Crampton ended by saying, 

“Overall, our experience was truly 
wonderful, and we’d love to fi lm 
another movie there very soon.”

Travis Stevens, founder 
and CEO of Snowfort Pic-
tures, directed the fi lm.
“Canton, Mississippi is 

a treasure,” said Stevens. 
“The people are kind and 
welcoming, the fi lm indus-
try passionate and hard-
working, and the town itself 
is just a gorgeous place to 
shoot. There’s a reason why 
master fi lmmakers such as 
The Coen Brothers, Robert 
Altman, Alan Parker and 
Joel Schumacher have de-
cided to make movies here.” 
“It’s an honor to add Ja-

kob’s Wife to the list of fi lms 
that have only been made better 
because of the Canton communi-
ty,” said Stevens.
Jakob’s Wife was developed 

by AMP and Crampton from a 
script by Mark Steensland, Kathy 
Charles and Travis Stevens. Pro-
ducers are Bob Portal and Inder-
pal Singh from AMP, alongside 
Barbara Crampton and Travis Ste-
vens. 
Rick Moore from Eyevox Enter-

tainment serves as executive pro-
ducer, alongside James Norrie and 
Nina Kolokouri at AMP. Co-pro-
ducers are Joe Wicker, Morgan 
Peter Brown and Kim Barnard.
Jakob’s Wife is expected to be re-

leased in 2021.

Travis Stevens directing Barbara Crampton
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www.msdiscountdrugs.com

YAY! YOU’RE HERE!

CALL US!
601-859-3939

SEND PATIENT NAME & VEHICLE
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READY AT THE WINDOW

Canton High School senior Jami-
chael A. Branch was named STAR 
Student for the 2019-2020 school 
year by the Mississippi Econom-
ic Council (MEC) M.B. Swayze 
Foundation, spon-
sor of the Student 
Teacher Achieve-
ment Recognition 
(STAR) program.  
Branch, along 

with over 330 
STAR Students in 
Mississippi, was 
selected on the 
basis of academic 
excellence. Both 
American Col-
lege test scores 
and scholastic 
averages are com-
pared to determine 
the school’s STAR Student. The 
STAR program encourages and 
promotes academic achievement 
among Mississippi’s high school 
seniors.

Each STAR Student is asked to 
designate a STAR Teacher, the 
teacher who has made the great-
est contribution to the student’s 
scholastic achievement. Branch 
chose Coach Boyd “Ras” Bayles, 
who teaches AP U.S. Government, 

U.S. History and 
World Histo-
ry,  as his STAR 
Teacher. 
This year will 

mark the fif-
ty-fifth anniver-
sary of the STAR 
program, with 
over 660 STAR 
Students and 
STAR Teachers 
receiving the 
prestigious rec-
ognition from 
the MEC’s M.B. 
Swayze Founda-

tion. Established by the Mississip-
pi Economic Council in 1965, the 
purpose of the STAR program is to 
recognize outstanding students and 
teachers in Mississippi.

Special to The Canton News

Canton High School STAR 
Student, Teacher selected 

Special to The Canton News

Pictured are Canton High School’s STAR Student Jamiche-
al Branch (right) and his STAR Teacher, Coach Boyd “Ras” 
Bayles (left).

The United States Small Business 
Administration Office of Disaster 
Assistance has made low-interest 
disaster loans available for renters, 
homeowners, non-profit organiza-
tions, churches, and businesses of 
all sizes, for their uncompensat-
ed damages from the 
flooding that occurred 
February 10-14, 2020. 
Madison County is list-
ed as the primary coun-
ty for the MS 16403 
disaster declaration.
 Normally, a temporary 

center would be opened 
to offer one-on-one assistance to 
residents; but, due to coronavirus 
restrictions, everything is “virtual” 
for now. Appointments can still be 
made for one-on-one assistance by 
phone.
 The program highlights are: 

• For renters and homeowners, 
loans are at interest rates as low 
as 1.563%.
• There is a five-month payment 

deferment for these loans.
• No collateral is required for 

loans of $25,000 or less.
• People may borrow up to 

$200,000 to repair their homes 
and up to $2 million to repair 
their businesses.
• Renters and homeowners may 

borrow up to $40,000 to repair or 
replace their damaged personal 

items.
• Small businesses 

may borrow up to $2 
million as working cap-
ital if they experienced 
economic losses due to 
the flooding. The inter-
est rate is 3.75% with 

terms up to thirty years.
 The disaster loan application is 

available at https://disasterloanas-
sistance.sba.gov/s/. For more infor-
mation or assistance, call  Public 
Affairs Specialist Julie Garrett at 
404-331-0333 Ext- 2176, 404-
895-7345 or email julie.garrett@
sba.gov. Garrett can also answer 
questions about the COVID EIDL 
loans, but not the PPP.

Special to The Canton News

U.S. Small Business Admin
offers disaster assistance
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Links to COVID-19 Resources

Also, please visit our website, www.CantonNews.net
and our Facebook page for information.

Center for Disease Control
www.cdc.gov

Madison County
https://www.madison-co.com/

Mississippi Department of Health
www.msdh.ms.gov

Mississippi Department of Education
www.msachieves.mdek12.org/

Canton Public Schools
https://www.cantonschools.net/

Canton Academy
https://cantonacademy.org/

City of Canton
https://www.cityofcantonms.com/

When school dismissed for Spring 
Break on March 6, 2020, none of 

us imagined 
that it would 
be our last 
time seeing 
students this 
s e m e s t e r . 
COVID-19 
c e r t a i n l y 
p r e s e n t e d 
our district 

with many challenges. We were 
faced with so many questions: 
When will school resume? What 
will we do about graduation? How 
will we meet the needs of strug-
gling learners? How will we make 
sure that our profi cient and ad-
vanced students don’t fall behind? 
After we found the answers to 

those initial questions, we began 
to try to fi nd the silver lining in 
what appeared to be an unbear-
able situation. Our community of 
learners, which includes our staff, 
students, parents, and other stake-

holders, has been resilient in the 
face of this challenge. The spirit of 
Canton Public School District has 
emerged brighter than ever before.    
Our students, teachers, parents, 

and administrators demonstrated 
extraordinary teamwork to make 
sure that the learning process 
continued. We utilized a mixture 
of skills-based packets and 
online learning plat-
forms to contin-
ue to provide 
i n s t r u c t i o n 
to students. 
S t u d e n t s , 
t e a c h e r s , 
and parents 
s t r e t c h e d 
themse lves 
to make sure 
that our stu-
dents didn’t lose 
any ground while 
our schools were closed. 
Virtual meetings, online chats, 
and video challenges have become 
part of our daily routine, and we 
believe that we are better for it. 
Many of our teachers are already 
thinking about ways to incorpo-

By Guest Columnist Canton Public 
School District Superintendent Gary 
Hannah

rate our students’ heightened use 
of technology into the curriculum 
next school year. 

We are currently mak-
ing plans for reentry that 

will create safety nets for 
students to accelerate their 

learning once school starts. We 
are also developing a plan to en-
sure that our students and staff are 
safe when we return. The 2020-
2021 school year will be a “new 
normal” for us, but we are up for 
the challenge. 
Our seniors are currently pre-

School closures bring challenges and opportunities 
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Superintendent Gary Hannah

paring to receive their diplomas 
in May. We wanted to ensure that 
even though circumstances beyond 

our control changed 
many things, our se-
niors and their fam-
ilies will still get the 
chance to celebrate 
their accomplish-
ments. We are ending 
the semester with a 
graduation as we nor-
mally would, and we 
are preparing for the 
next school year as we 
normally would. 
Canton Public School 

District has always 
been a survivor, and 

this year isn’t any different. 
We look forward to seeing our 

family back soon!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr. Gary Han- 
nah joined Canton Public School 
District as superintendent in Jan- 
uary 2019. He is a former teacher, 
principal and deputy superinten- 
dent. He and his wife Monica are 
the parents of three children, Kia, 
Mady and Mason.

Special to The Canton News
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 Anna Grace Lindsay
Jacob Lott
Alex Mabry
Lane Martin

Walker McGuffee
Taylor Rosamond

Riley SmiRiley Smith
Nick Tant

Conner Thomson

Kathrine Coward
Lance Elsen
JT Feduccia

Scarlett Follin
Nick Foreman

Drew Goza
Anna GooAnna Goodloe
Cole Graham
Josh Harris

Wonderful Lin

Kurt Adcock
Jeb Bailey
Beau Barr

Bethany Biggers
Miller Burnside

Zach Byrd
Jack CarrJack Carr

Joy Caston
Aislynn Cochran
Chase Cooper

U.S. Senator Cindy Hyde-
Smith of Mississippi recently 
announced that nineteen com-
munity health centers in Missis-
sippi will receive a total of more 
than $17.25 million in funding 
to support their efforts to pro-
vide care during the COVID-19 
pandemic.
The Health Resources and Ser-

vices Administration (HRSA) 
awarded $844,985 in grant mon-
ey to G.A. Carmichael Family 
Health Center in Canton. HRSA 
approved the CARES Act health 
center funding to help improve 
access to health care services for 
people who are uninsured, iso-
lated or medically vulnerable. 
The health center funding 

stems from the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Security 
Act (CARES Act) enacted on 
March 27. This historic legis-
lation provides $1.32 billion in 
supplemental funding to com-
munity health centers.
“Mississippi community health 

centers are on the front lines 
of testing and treating patients 
for COVID-19. As this disease 
affects more Mississippians, 
the pressure on these centers 
will only increase,” Hyde-Smith 
said. “These grants represent 
an initial distribution of federal 
funding to support their work in 
these challenging times.”
The CARES Act, as well as 

earlier COVID-19 response leg-
islation, also adds support for 
community health centers to 
expand access to telemedicine 
services. Hyde-Smith serves on 
the Senate appropriations sub-
committee with jurisdiction over 
HRSA and the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services.
 The CARES Act funding is in 

addition to $1.43 million pro-
vided by HRSA on March 24 to 
these Mississippi health centers 
to prepare to handle COVID-19 
cases. The early grants were 
funded through the initial 
COVID-19 relief emergency 
supplemental appropriations bill 
enacted in early March.

Special to The Canton News

G.A. Carmichael receives
funding to aid COVID-19 care

G.A. Carmichael Family Health Center Special to The Canton News

Like many other persons of faith, 
the congregation at Grace Episco-

pal Church 
is trying to 
learn what 
it looks like 
to love God 
and love 
our neigh-
bor during 
the time of 
COVID-19. 

We have worshipped via Zoom, 
but virtual outreach ministries 
don’t fill empty plates, so we have 
continued our food pantry during 
the past two months. 
We receive most of the food for 

our pantry through Mississippi 
Food Network, and we are grate-
ful to the staff there for continu-
ing their work of distributing 
food to pantries and feeding pro-
grams throughout the state. We 
have served nearly three hundred 
Canton families during both our 
March and April distributions, 
marking an increase of 30-40 
families over our past numbers. 

We attribute the rise in participa-
tion to the economic consequenc-
es of COVID.
In addition to our food pantry 

distribution, with the help of Tim 
Wright, we are supplying week-
end food bags for the children at 
Canton Estates.
Through our mask-making ef-

fort, we have shared over 600 
masks with Canton citizens. The 
masks have gone to elderly people 
in low-income housing and to two 
Hispanic grocery stores for free 
distribution. We also gave masks 
to all of our food pantry clients.
The food pantry takes place on 

the grassy area to the east of the 
church on the third Thursday of 
every month from 10 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m. Anyone living on less 
than 130% of the poverty level is 
eligible to receive food.
If you know of a group in need 

of masks, please call the church at 
601-859-2680, and we will do our 
best to get them to you.  

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Reverend 
Beth Foose is the Rector of Grace 
Episcopal Church.

By Guest Columnist Beth Foose

Grace continues its mission 
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Reverend Beth Foose
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

120 SouthPointe Dr - Suite D
Byram, MS

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS 

601-684-1798
WE ARE DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 + court cost
          uncontested

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 + court cost

Many small business owners tem-
porarily closed their doors and 

sent their 
employees 
home amid 
efforts to 
slow the 
spread of the 
new coro-
navirus. But 
that does not 
mean they 

are closed for business.
“It is vital that we support our lo-

cal businesses now,” said Rachael 
Carter, an Extension economist 
with the Mississippi State Uni-
versity Extension Service Center 
for Government and Community 
Development. “These business-
es need our support now to stay 
in business so that we can enjoy 
them later. Our communities also 
need these businesses and the tax 
revenues they generate to contin-
ue to provide local citizens with 
services, such as roads, water and 
recreation.”

“Dollars spent at independently 
owned, local businesses can have 
a high recirculation rate in the lo-
cal economy. That means much of 
the money spent at locally owned 
businesses stays in the community 
if the business employs locals and 
buys or produces the goods it sells 
from local or regional sources.”
“These dollars im-

pact the community 
in three ways,” added 
Carter. “The fi rst is 
direct impact when a 
customer buys goods 
or services at the busi-
ness. The second is 
indirect impact when 
the business buys 
from another local business, such 
as a distributor or a farmer. The 
third is induced impact when an 
employee of the business or other 
businesses spend the money they 
earned in the local community.”
Consumers can observe the social 

distancing and shelter-in-place or-
ders while supporting local busi-
nesses. Many local businesses, 
including restaurants and garden 
centers, are essential businesses 

By Guest Columnist                       
Susan Collins-Smith

and still operating under modifi ed 
guidelines. Other local businesses 
may be conducting business online 
or over the phone and offering de-
livery, curbside pickup or shipping 
for their products.
“If you don’t regularly shop with 

locally owned businesses, now is 
a great time to start,” Carter said. 

“Take a look 
at the websites 
for your city, 
the Chamber of 
Commerce or 
the Convention 
and Visitor’s 
Bureau to learn 
about local busi-
nesses and what 

they provide. Call them to see if 
they have what you need or see if 
they can order it for you.”
Rochelle Hicks of the Mississip-

pi Tourism Association said local 
businesses provide irreplaceable 
benefi ts to communities.
“Shopping local is what supports 

our communities and the small 
businesses that are the foundation 
of those communities,” said Hicks. 
“Without our local shops and busi-

Shop local to support community vitality in MS
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Susan Collins-Smith

nesses, what would our communi-
ty look like?”
Upcoming graduations and Moth-

er’s Day are great occasions to sup-
port local businesses. Another way 
to help promote local businesses is 
to start a community group page 
on social media to provide infor-
mation about local businesses, 
Carter said.
Jim DelPrince, Extension horti-

culture specialist, said fl orists are 
among the many local business-
es that have experienced reduced 
business because of the coronavi-
rus.
“Floral shops are small business-

es just like restaurants, clothing 
stores and others,” DelPrince said. 
“They help form the fabric of com-
munities. Many of these shops are 
offering curbside pickup and deliv-
ery for Mother’s Day. But fl owers 
are a great gift any time of year and 
especially right now. They lift spir-
its and let others know you care.”
“Locally owned businesses are 

an important part of the econom-
ic stimulus for communities,” said 
Jennifer Prather, director of com-

cont. on page 13
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When change happens, espe-
cially something that changed 

our lives 
s u d d e n -
ly like the 
Coronav i -
rus, we take 
more time 
to contem-
plate our 
t h o u g h t s 
and actions. 

I learned that it does not take 
all that I thought was necessary 
to make life fulfi lling. I do just 
fi ne without all the meetings, 
deadlines and groceries that 
I had grown accustomed to. I 
also learned to better appreciate 
my rural mail carrier, the pret-
ty weather, text messages and 
phone calls.
I read one day that people 

would now appreciate farmers, 
after seeing the scarcity of food 
on grocery store shelves. I’m not 
so sure that is the case with ev-
eryone. A co-worker once told 
me that farmers just grew cash 

crops, they were not feeding 
America anymore. She made 
this assumption based on the fact 
that she did not see large fi elds of 
vegetables.
Like my co-worker, I believe 

there are many more people who 
think their food comes from the 
Pig or Walmart. They don’t stop 
to realize that Madison County 
farmers are growing and feeding 
those supply lines.
Change has happened to the 

world of farming, and no, you 
will not see rows of peas, toma-
toes, okra or snap beans to match 
the rows of the major cash crops, 
cotton, corn and soybeans, on lo-
cal farms. These cash crops do, 
however, feed us and provide 
food to our food. 
A large percent of soybeans and 

cottonseed are used as feed for 
our meat animals and fi sh. So, 
whether we are eating a steak, 
a pork chop, fried chicken or 
catfi sh, chances are that these 
animals have fed on Mississip-
pi-grown corn, soybeans or cot-
tonseeds. Of course, many oils, 
margarine types and specialty 

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy foods are made from these crops. 
One very important way soy-
beans have impacted our diets is 
in alternative foods for food-sen-
sitive people, for example, those 
who are lactose intolerant. 
The landscape of farming has 

changed; however, these facts 
remain: 1) local farmers are 
feeding America; 2) local farm-
ers create jobs for mechanics, 
distributors of farm machinery, 
consultants, crop processors and 
people in other farming support 
services; and 3) local farmers add 
to the local and national econo-
my with their needs for banking, 
transportation and warehousing, 
all part of the farm production 
system. 
We Mississippians, as well as 

people worldwide, benefi t from 
the high-quality protein-en-
riched diets that allow us to 
have healthy bodies and minds. 
Change, as we are learning, does 
not follow the rules of conve-
nience and certainly can disrupt 
our lives. These facts presented 
are proof that we do not always 
see or easily recognize the bene-

We learn to adjust to change and appreciate others
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Joy Foy

fi ts of change. 
Even when things change grad-

ually, like with row-crop farm-
ing, we have the option to either 
look for the good or to com-
plain. Complaining only tends 
to make us unnecessarily fright-
ened about what we do not un-
derstand, as we go through the 
changes that life presents. 
Maybe one of the good things, 

when we look back on the Coro-
navirus, will be that we appreci-
ate our farmers for feeding our 
food supply chain and economy. 
After all, God is in control, and 

He is working a good plan for 
our lives even when we can’t ful-
ly understand.
Stay safe and stay positive!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is 
mar- ried to James Foy and is 
a retired Economic Developer 
with the Mississippi Develop-
ment Authority. Foy is an active 
participant in the community 
of Canton. She is a member of 
the Lions Club and on the Keep 
Canton Beautiful Committee.
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Est. 1954

PHILLIPS
Barnett

Lumber & Home Center
One Stop Building Supply Store

Full Service
Lumber Yard
with Delivery
Capabilities 

Windows & Doors 

Moulding

Insulation 

Owens Corning Shingles 

Drywall 

Paints 

Yeti Coolers 

Hardware

515 West Fulton Street • Canton, MS  39046
(601) 859-2812 • (800) 844-9663 • Fax:  (601) 859-1292

www.phillipslumber.com
*268 Units*

*MiniStorage Facility*
*Special on 10 x 15 Units*

*regularly $85*
*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

Special to The Canton News

In response to COVID-19, Nissan is tapping into their spirit of innovation. Nissan Canton has begun producing headbands and face shields using 3D printing to donate to local healthcare 
workers who need protective gear. Enhanced safety and sanitizing measures are in place to ensure that the employees are protected, as well.

Nissan Canton makes gear for protection from COVID-19

Special to The Canton NewsHeadbands Faceshields
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Jesus is risen! Alleluia! On last 
month’s Easter Sunday, the vast 

m e m b e r -
ship of our 
c h u r c h e s 
ce lebra ted 
and renewed 
their faith 
sheltered at 
home. Our 
c h u r c h e s 
were closed 
and empty 

because of COVID-19. 
None of us have ever experienced 

a time when our churches were off 
limits. Yet it called from us a per-
sonal and creative response. We 
did not remain silent. We praised 
and continue to praise God during 
this Easter season. Our faithful 
participated in the Easter procla-
mation at home, either through 
internet or televised broadcasts or 
gathered with the scriptures and 
prayers with family members. 
The Easter Gospel of Matthew 

has guided us these days. Our own 

celebration of Easter has some fa-
miliar roots in the first celebration. 
While we experience a worldwide 
pandemic of disease that shocks 
the world, Matthew emphasizes 
the worldwide impact of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus by earth-
quakes. At the moment Jesus dies 
on the cross, a terrifying earth-
quake erupts (Matthew 27:51). 
On Good Friday, the world threw 

everything it could to silence Je-
sus: torture, suffering, death and 
finally the tomb. On Easter Sun-
day, God gave to the world all 
that He could. Life! Forgiveness! 
Salvation! The resurrection is an-
nounced by an angel and an earth-
quake (Matthew 28:2). 
Instead of an earthquake that ter-

rorizes, it is one that brings awe-
some hope. It proclaims a new 
creation. Easter is more than the 
vindication of Jesus. It is more 
than the saving event that has in-
spired us from 2,000 years ago. It 
is about the transformation of our 
lives today. We continue to live 
in the aftershocks of that Easter 
earthquake. 
What follows the earthquake is 

By Guest Columnist                        
Father Guy Wilson

the message of the angel and then 
of Jesus himself to the women. 
Go! As much as the women may 
have wanted to cling to Jesus, 
they are commanded to go and 
tell the brothers. This remains our 
message today. 
As much as we long to be in our 

churches, the goal of Easter is not 
to remain in our churches. It is the 
blessing of Easter in which we are 
renewed by the Holy Spirit in our 
churches. But the goal of Easter is 
to go, to be sent as witnesses after 
sharing the good news and partic-
ipating in the sacraments of our 
salvation.
But where are we commanded to 

go? Jesus commands the women 
to tell his brothers to go to Gal-
ilee. Galilee is their home. It is 
the place where Jesus chose his 
apostles and with them made his 
home. They are sent to shelter-in-
place where they are most secure 
and welcome. 
But, also, they are sent to give 

testimony to the ones most im-
portant in their lives. They are 
instructed to begin the worldwide 
transformation with their own 

God is sovereign, seek Him and His solutions
S

pe
ci

al
 to

 T
he

 C
an

to
n 

N
ew

s

Father Guy Wilson

families and neighbors before re-
turning to Jerusalem to await the 
Holy Spirit. 
Christianity is a family move-

ment. For the first three centu-
ries of our faith history, worship 
did not take place in churches. 
Because of persecution, Sunday 
celebration took place in the be-
lievers’ homes. At its inception, 
Christianity is a family-based re-
ligion. 
The Coronavirus is throwing ev-

erything it can at the world. How-
ever, our Easter hope is leading 
us to ground ourselves even more 
profoundly in the life and mission 
of Jesus. This may be the most re-
newing Easter that we have expe-
rienced. 
Hopefully, when it is safe to re-

turn to our churches, we will be 
even more committed to the trans-
formation of our families and 
communities.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Father Guy 
Wilson is the pastor of Holy Child 
Jesus Catholic Church in Can-
ton and Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Camden. 

www.CantonAcademy.org

NOW ENROLLING!
We are excited about the upcoming school year! Great things are happening 

at Canton Academy, and we would love for your child to be a part. 

Explore our website and social media outlets. 
You will find all the great things happening at CA.

jwadford@cantonacademy.org     I     601-859-5231

• 1:1 laptops in grades 7-12
• Small class sizes  
• Christ-centered environment 
• Family atmosphere 

evvybody is ssebody.
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Save Energy
and

Turn off lights. 
Adjust the thermostat. 

Work smart. 
Close the fridge. 
Cook efficiently. 
Run full loads. 

Take shorter showers.

Special to The Canton News

During the COVID-19 quarantine, Canton Academy (CA) students, sixth-grader Knox Davidson and ninth-grader Nik Bobst, have been making a difference in their community. Davidson 
(left photo) stayed busy making and donating masks to area medical staff, while Bobst (right photo) has been writing letters to residents of local nursing homes. 

Canton Academy students are making a difference

Special to The Canton News
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Canton Academy adjusts to distance learning
While many students around the 

country are faced with new learn-
ing challenges due to COVID-19, 
Canton Academy (CA) students 
and teachers are fi nding different 
and unique ways to stay connect-
ed. 
From dressing in costume to 

having themed backdrops, CA 
teachers are delivering their best 
in order to educate their students. 
CA has been one-to-one with 

Chromebooks for some time and 
had the ability to easily transition 
to online learning within one day 
of the school closing. 
Sophomore Starr Spivey said 

this form of online learning has 
given her a different view of her 
teachers. 
“I have learned how much the 

teachers really do care for us. 
They are really making sure that 
we understand things before 
moving on. They are also not pil-
ing assignments on us, because 
they know how hard it is to learn 
right now, since we are away 
from them,” said Spivey. 

Sophomore Gaston Walker said 
he’s grateful for the time teachers 
are putting in.
“They are doing live classes to 

help learn what is going on in 
class every day. They help 
with tutoring people, 
if they are having 
trouble on one 
of the assign-
ments,” said 
Walker.
On av-

e r a g e , 
over thir-
ty hours 
of online 
teaching is 
happening 
per week at 
Canton Acad-
emy.
Marcus Goodloe, 

another sophomore, 
said he wasn’t surprised 
when CA went to online learning, 
because Canvas was established 
for students prior to the virus. 
“For me, it is defi nitely way 

harder to be completely online. 
We are used to Canvas, so, in a 

Special to The Canton News way, it is preparing us for college 
courses that we may have to take 
online. I am glad for our teachers, 
who make extra time to help us. 
They even have tutoring hours 

where we can get on live and 
ask questions,” Good-

loe said. He also 
mentioned he 

was surprised 
about how he 
felt and said, 
“I never 
thought I 
would say 
it, but I re-
ally miss 
school. For 
those of us 

that go to 
CA, we are 

blessed because 
we have Chrome-

books and teachers 
that are willing to do a lit-

tle extra to help us out and make 
sure we succeed and do what we 
need to do.”
However, with new learning 

comes new challenges. Some stu-
dents were originally concerned 

they would not be able to receive 
the one-on-one instruction they 
are used to. 
Canton Academy has a Directed 

Studies program, which provides 
accommodations to students who 
have current medical/psychoed-
ucational evaluation results indi-
cating there is a moderate learn-
ing disability.
With those needs in mind, the 

teachers and directors have put 
in place specifi c Zoom meeting 
times to ensure those students re-
ceive the assistance they need. 
Freshman Kellie Brasher said, 

“We’ve been calling and Face-
timing. They’ll also text me. I 
just miss school and need to learn 
in person. I like to talk about 
what we’ve read.” She said that 
while she misses in-person class-
es, some of her teachers are doing 
silly things to keep them engaged. 
“One of my teachers dresses in 

costumes for books. She also has 
backdrops that match what her 
classroom looks like. I still miss 
all of my friends and actually be-
ing in school,” said Brasher. 

cont. on page 15

First Presbyterian 
Church

202 East Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

m mWeekly Worship 

Connecting during COVID:  Our Pastor, Steve 
Byrant, is providing a message during the week 
and on Sunday's.  This has been a big help to every-
one spiritually during this crazy time. 

If you would like to join our e-mail, we would love 
to have you.  Please e-mail cantonpres@yahoo.com

© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports 
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM



May 7, 2020 13

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

2020 Canton Young Filmmakers Workshop

ACTION!
LIGHTS! CAMERA!

For more information and to sign up, 
please visit us online at 

www.CantonToursim.Com or call 601-859-1307

Dates:
Ages 8-12 July 13-17, 2020

Ages 13-18  July 20-24, 2020

munity development with the Mis-
sissippi Main Street Association. 
“When you shop with a locally 
owned business, not only are you 
supporting them directly, but in 
turn, you create an indirect impact 
by contributing to the employment 
of fellow community members 
and create additional commerce 
through the businesses’ support of 
additional locally owned business-
es such as service providers like 
local farmers, food and beverage 
distributors, and other local busi-
nesses who support the communi-
ty’s tax base.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Susan Col-
lins-Smith is a media relations 
writer with the MSU Extension 
Service in Raymond.

Hinds CC announces academic team
Nineteen Hinds Community Col-

lege students, including one from 
Canton, were named to the 2020 
All-Mississippi Community Col-
lege Academic Team. The list in-
cludes: Sarrah Bell of Jackson, 
Jackson Campus-Academic/Tech-
nical Center, elementary educa-
tion; Adrianna Chambers of Jack-
son, Raymond Campus, chemistry; 
Adrionna Childress of Jackson, 
Jackson Campus-Academic/Tech-
nical Center, early childhood de-
velopment technology; Veronica 
Epps of Jackson, Utica Campus, 
business and offi ce technology; 
Michael Evilsizor of Brandon, 
Jackson Campus-Academic/Tech-
nical Center, culinary arts tech-
nology; Jennifer Hammond of 
Brandon, Jackson Campus-Nurs-
ing/Allied Health Center, nursing; 
Jordan Hariel of Brandon, Rankin 
Campus, computer engineering; 
Donald Hughes of Jackson, Uti-
ca Campus, nursing; Phoenix 
Jackson of Crystal Springs, Uti-
ca Campus, broadcast television 
production; Shelby McLaurin of 

Brandon, Rankin Campus, biol-
ogy; Kevin Michel of Florence, 
Raymond Campus, business; 
Cordarrayl Nichols, of Canton, 
Raymond Campus, diesel equip-
ment technology; Nicholas Niolet 
of Vicksburg, Vicksburg-Warren 
Campus, electrical technology; 
Lona Perret of Pelahatchie, Rankin 
Campus, educational psychology; 
Maria Serratos of Clinton, Ray-
mond Campus, civil engineering; 
India Robinson of Jackson, Jack-
son Campus-Academic/Technical 
Center, nursing; Rachel Shirley of 
Brandon, Rankin Campus, mar-
keting management technolo-
gy; Anna Speights of Vicksburg, 
Vicksburg-Warren Campus, gen-
eral studies; and Devin Trunnell 
of Clinton, Raymond Campus, 
electrical technology.
 The All-Mississippi Academic 

Team, begun in 1994 as the fi rst 
state-level academic recognition 
program for community and ju-
nior college students, recognizes 
the scholarly achievements and 
leadership accomplishments of 
students enrolled in communi-
ty and junior colleges across the 

Special to The Canton News state. Team members were select-
ed following several rounds of 
judging from education offi cials, 
business leaders from across the 
United States and a distinguished 
panel of representatives from fed-
eral agencies and national educa-
tion associations based in Wash-
ington D.C.
 Students named to the First Team 

received $1,000 scholarships. 
First and Second Team members 
receive special medallions, certifi -
cates and printed resolutions from 
each chamber of the Mississippi 
Legislature. They are also eligible 
for scholarships at many four-year 
universities designed exclusive-
ly for All-Mississippi Academic 
Team members.
 The All-State Academic team 

is coordinated by the Mississippi 
Association of Community and 
Junior College, the Mississippi 
Community College Board and 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. 
The team recognition program 
is an outgrowth of the All-USA 
Community College Academic 
Team, administered by Phi Theta 
Kappa.

cont. from page 7

Shop local
to support 
community
vitality in MS
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Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy juniors Kyle Brasher (left) and Sara Kennedy Lampkin (right) recently 
completed the 2019-20 Madison County Youth Leadership (MCYL) Program. The MCYL 
program provides students with a deeper understanding of the careers available in Mad-
ison County, while also developing their leadership skills and encouraging graduates to 
help better the Madison County community with the knowledge and experience they have 
gained from the program. Brasher and Lampkin were both nominated for this program.

Canton Academy juniors 
complete MCYL program

Special to The Canton News

Murphy acts in Westerns
Cantonian Nick Murphy recently 

spoke to the Canton Lions Club 
about his involvement in a film-
making project called 12 West-
erns in 12 Months. The series of 
movies is an endeavor of Running 
Wild Films, based 
in Mississippi and 
Arizona, and the 
goal is to make one 
full-length Western 
movie each month 
of 2020. Travis 
Mills is the director 
of the Westerns and 
co-founder of the 
film company.
At least five of the 

Westerns are being 
filmed in Mississippi, which in-
clude Bastard’s Crossing, Texas 
Red, Turn and Burn, Wilderness 
Road, and Tales of the Natchez 
Trace. Murphy will be an extra in 
Turn and Burn, to be filmed in Me-
ridian this July, but expects to have 
a more substantial role in Wilder-
ness Road, which will be filmed 
along the Natchez Trace later this 
year.

Texas Red was a true story shot 
in the Brookhaven and Mead-
ville areas earlier this year. Much 
of the filming was in the Homo-
chitto National Forest, the loca-
tion of a community called Free-
woods, where the story took place 

in 1940. Murphy 
had a leading role 
as Deputy Sheriff 
Graham Herring, 
which was based 
on a real person. 
He supported 
Blues legend Ced-
ric Burnside, who 
starred as Texas 
Red. 
Murphy said that 

the Coronavirus 
has affected filming somewhat, but 
they are still on target to release the 
first movie, Bastard’s Crossing, in 
January of 2021.
For more information, visit www.

runningwildfilms.com or the 
Facebook page, 12 Westerns in 
12 Months. The movies are be-
ing funded primarily through do-
nations on the GoFundMe page, 
www.gofundme/12westerns.

By Lori Lycette

Photo by Lori Lycette

Nick Murphy (front) in Texas Red
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Internal Medicine

in advertising 
with us 

??
To   learn   more   about   advertising   in   the  CANTON  NEWS

please   contact: CLAY  MANSELL   |   601-667-4667
 or   ClayMansell@CantonNews.neT

INTERESTED

CA adjusts to distance learning
cont. from page 12

Sophomore Carli Cooper men-
tioned her English teacher making 
some memorable videos. 
“Miss Morris made a funny video 

to discuss part one of Fahrenheit 
451. She dressed up and every-
thing, and she even used her dogs 
to help her make the video. It 
was very entertaining and 
helped me understand 
what we’ve been 
reading,” said 
Cooper. She add-
ed that, because 
of the quarantine, 
she has gained a 
new perspective, as 
well. 
“Honestly, I feel 

that I took going to school for 
granted before this quarantine 
thing. I am thankful to be able to 
go to a school in a small setting 
and in a one-on-one environment 
with my teachers,” Cooper add-
ed. 
Senior Bethany Biggers said she 

misses several things she didn’t 
even realize mattered to her. 
“I realized that I miss getting the 

opportunity to complain about 
track practice, stress about tests, 
and miss waiting on class to 
end,” said Biggers. “I miss get-
ting to do the announcements ev-
ery morning and seeing people in 
the hallways. I also miss the fact 

that we are missing out on se-
nior class things, like 
our play, senior bud-
dy play dates, senior 
parties and our last 
few weeks together 
as a class.” 
CA faculty and 
staff delivered per-
sonalized signs to 
each senior to place 
in their yards, con-

gratulating them on a job well 
done. Each day, a senior is spot-
lighted on the school’s Facebook 
page, to show how much the class 
of 2020 is loved. 
With the 2020 school year look-

ing quite different, Canton Acad-
emy offi cials say staff is doing 
what it can to ensure students 
stay engaged and still feel that 
CA family “Panther Pride.”

Today is a tribute to all the heroes. The battle is not yours, it’s the Lord’s!
HEROES vs COVID-19

To all frontline and essential workers, we can’t call you by name;
But each one of you deserves to be in the Hall of Fame.

You’ve been front and center from the start.
A genuine “Thank You” straight from the heart.

Corona doesn’t care about gender or skin cover;
You bravely risk your lives to take care and nurture others.

Thanks to all the doctors, nurses, healthcare workers and staff
For allowing so many sheltered in the freedom to laugh.

You are the first to grieve the COVID victims and the first to celebrate,
A witness to death totals at an astronomical rate.

We know that your bodies are tired and mentally challenged, too;
You all are persevering, like true champions do.

Praying for your stamina on a daily basis
And for you to see the humans’ hearts and not just their faces.
We know that the journey is bumpy and the road gets rough.

There’s no way, we could ever say “Thank You” enough.

We know you can’t fight this battle alone;
We all have to do our part, until this virus is gone.

It takes all pieces to make a puzzle complete;
God is the missing piece. Without Him, Corona we cannot beat.

By Ruby Dixon Coleman

It’s a God thing
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www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827 • 726 East Peace Street

                   CANTON
DISCOUNT DRUGS

Let our Family take care of your 
Family during this Pandemic

W h at   o u r   
c u s t o m e r s  
a r e   s ay i n g :

You were all great yesterday. You 
got my med's and light bill taken 
care of so fast. Drive through, was 
much faster than normal, and Chan 
and the lady at the window did all 
of this with a smile. Long line, but 
I was in and out in less than 10 
minutes. 

Brenda Smith

They are great!

Kathy McKay 
Moore Smith

Give Your Children 
 e Protection  ey Need

You may have life insurance, 
but are your children protected as well? 

Let us help you provide the greatest gift for them
 that will last a lifetime.

cont. from page 2

MDOT projects proceed 
in central Mississippi 

With the closure of the school district due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Jasper and Caro-
lyn Bacon, of In His Steps Ministries (IHS) in Canton, knew that many of the students in 
the Canton area would be going without breakfast and lunch. With the help of friends at 
Fellowship Bible Church, Madison Heights PCA, First United Methodist Church Canton 
and Broadmoor Baptist Church, In His Steps began Operation Feed the Children, which 
has provided over fi fty lunches three days a week and a snack on the weekend to families 
in need. For information on serving alongside the Bacons, call 601-859-5708 or visit www.
inhissteps.org. Pictured is Carolyn Bacon of In His Steps Ministries.

IHS provides meals for children

Special to The Canton News

tors, LLC, was awarded the $12.4 
million project. It remains on track 
to be completed by the summer.
“As we enter spring and sum-

mer—the prime seasons for 
road construction and mainte-
nance—I’m asking all Missis-
sippians to pay extra attention 
while traveling, especially in and 
around work zones,” said Melin-
da McGrath, P.E., MDOT execu-
tive director. “You can make work 
zones safer by slowing down, 
paying attention, avoiding dis-
tractions and obeying all posted 

advanced warning signs.”  
Work zones present new traf-

fi c patterns and confi gurations 
that may be unfamiliar to motor-
ists. For information about how 
to navigate highway work zones 
safely, visit GoMDOT.com/
drivesmartms.
For more information about 

these or other MDOT mainte-
nance and construction projects, 
visit MDOTtraffi c.com, down-
load the free MDOT Traffi c app 
or like and follow @Mississippi-
DOT on Facebook and Twitter.


