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Canton was recently selected as 
the recipient of a $25,000 grant 
to help pay for tree planting and 
beautifi cation efforts around the 

city.
S e v e r -

al years 
ago, the 
Canadian 
N a t i o n a l 
R a i l w a y 
Company 
(CN) part-
nered with 
A m e r i c a 
in Bloom 

(AIB) to launch greening proj-
ects across the United States. 
Their most recent stop was 
Mississippi, to award Canton 
a grant, whose funds will help 
pay for projects that include in-
clude developing an arboretum 
at the local park, a community 
fruit orchard and landscaping in 
the business district. 
The Mississippi Urban For-

est Council (MUFC) wrote the 

Special to The Canton News grant for the city and will help 
with all aspects of project im-
plementation. Local groups that 
will also participate in the proj-
ects are the Canton Garden Club 
and Keep Canton Beautiful. 
“We are proud to bring this op-

portunity to six Mississippi cit-
ies: Yazoo City, Terry, Canton, 
Jackson, Byram and McComb,” 
said Donna Yowell, executive 
director of MUFC. “These types 
of activities are signifi cant im-
provements to the community.”
“The social impact of green 

space, trees and gardens can 
be particularly pronounced 

when pub-
lic spaces 
are trans-
f o r m e d 
into places 
of beauty 
that fos-
ter safe 
places for 
neighbor-
hood in-
teraction, 

economic and property value 

enhancement and improves the 
lives of those who live in or vis-
it the community,” said Yowell.  
The funds for the grant came 

partly from the Canadian Na-
tional Railroad Company, 
whose website describes the 
company as “a true backbone of 
the econo-
my, trans-
p o r t i n g 
a p p r o x -
i m a t e l y 
C$250 bil-
lion worth 
of goods 
a n n u a l -
ly for the 
wide range 
of business 
sectors, ranging from resource 
products to manufactured prod-
ucts to consumer goods, across 
a rail network spanning Canada 
and mid-America.”
CN, along with its operating 

railway subsidiaries, serves the 
cities and ports of Vancouver, 
Montreal, New Orleans, Mobile 
and Jackson, with connections 

to all points in North America. 
America in Bloom, who also 

partnered on the grant funding, 
e x p l a i n s 
that it envi-
sions com-
m u n i t i e s 
across the 
country as 
welcoming 
and vibrant 
places to 
live, work 
and play; 
benefi tting 
from colorful plants and trees; 
enjoying clean environments; 
celebrating heritage; and plant-
ing pride through volunteerism. 
AIB, an independent non-prof-

it, promotes nationwide beauti-
fi cation through education and 
community involvement by 
encouraging the use of fl owers, 
plants, trees and other environ-
mental and lifestyle enhance-
ments. 
The Mississippi Urban Forest 

Council, who wrote the grant 

CPSD Community Learning Center awarded $700K
The Canton Public School Dis-

trict (CPSD) 21st Century Com-
munity Learning Center (21st 
CCLC) has been chosen to receive 
a $700,000 grant over the next 
three years,  aimed at inspiring 
learning, supporting families and 
increasing program results. CPSD 
offi cials say that some anticipat-
ed program benefi ts for students 
include higher state assessment 
scores, a decrease in disciplinary 
referrals and absences and the 
development of positive relation-

ships between increased student 
attendance and improvement in 
student motivation and attentive-
ness, prosocial behaviors 
and quality homework 
completion.
The 21st CCLC ini-

tiative is the only fed-
eral funding source 
dedicated exclu-
sively to support-
ing local afterschool 
and summer learn-
ing opportunities for 
children and youth. These 
programs support:

Special to The Canton News

Canton receives beautification grant    
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• Opportunities for new, hands 
on academic enrichment activi-
ties that can help students meet 

state and local achievement 
standards.

• A broad array of 
additional enrichment 
services designed to 
reinforce and com-
plement the regular 
academic program, 
such as: drug and 

violence prevention 
programs, career and 

technical programs, coun-
seling programs, art and music 

programs, STEM programs and 
physical activity/nutrition edu-
cation programs.
• Literacy and related educa-

tional development services to 
the families of children who are 
served in the program.

More than twenty-one million 
children and youth are eligible 
to attend Community Learning 
Centers, but funding allows only 
1.7 million to participate. Stud-
ies show that for every child in 
an afterschool program, two are 
waiting to get in.

Cont. on page 3
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Donna Yowell, 
Mississippi Urban Forest Council
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Marvin Miller, 
America in Bloom

Fred Esco,
Alderman

Alvin Davis,
Parks and Rec Director

8:30-6:00 M-F
8:30-12:30 Sat

Stacey Cauthen Sanders 
& Bill M
by

1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046
601-859-4212

LOCAL HOMETOWN SERVICE
Check out our complete line of CBD products.  

Creams, drops and capsules for patients with pain, depression and other conditions!
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the school’s local awards ceremo-
ny in the spring.
The curriculum used in the Stock 

Market Game is correlated with 
Mississippi College and Career 
Ready Standards and meets the 
criteria of a STEM program. 
Teachers report that math scores 
increase when the SMG is used 

Most people consult their fi nan-
cial advisors for investing tips and 
strategies, but Cantonians might 
fi nd the top advisors at a local 
school. Students from the Can-
ton High School 9th Grade Acad-
emy, coached by Teena Ruth, 
were named Region Three sec-
ond place winners in the fall high 
school division of the Mississippi 
Stock Market Game (SMG).
Organizers say the simulation is 

one of the most effective learn-
ing tools available about the free 
enterprise system for students 
in grades four through twelve. 
The program enables teams of 
students to invest a hypotheti-
cal $100,000 in the stock market 
over a 13-week period. Winners 
are determined on the percentage 
return above or below S&P 500 
growth. The Canton High second 
place team outperformed the S&P 
by 9.8% and grew their portfolio 
to $100,986. MCEE will award 
prizes to each fi rst and second 
place team in each region from 
each division to be presented at 

Canton High places in regional stock market game
Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Pictured are, seated: Rodarion Hodges and Erionna Flowers; standing: Ivett Rios; Teena Ruth, instructor; and Tubius White. 

in the classroom. The SMG is an 
online education program used in 
thousands of classrooms nation-
wide to help teach math, social 
studies, business, economics 
and language skills. Students in 
grades four through twelve par-
ticipate in teams and manage a 
simulated investment portfolio 

during the school year. The SMG 
is made possible by the support 
of more than 600 securities fi rms, 
combined with grass-roots sup-
port in schools and communities. 
It is the only stock market simu-
lation supported by the New York 
Stock Exchange and the Nasdaq 
Stock Market.

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

SPRING HAS ARRIVED!
2019 Canton Young Filmmakers Workshop

ACTION!
LIGHTS! CAMERA!

For more information and to sign up, 
please visit us online at 

www.CantonToursim.Com or call 601-859-1307

Dates:
Ages 8-12 July 8-12, 2019

Ages 13-18  July 15-19, 2019
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State Farm is there.
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Jud Meaders, owner

Email:  academystreetstudio@gmail.com | 
rootintootin@mac.com

Phone: 601-668-0678
website:  academystreetstudio.com

Academy Street Studio, LLC

It’s your community.

I have been thinking a lot about 
change lately. Spring is in the 

air. Trees are 
wearing the 
thin veil of 
green created 
by unfurling 
buds, and daf-
fodils are wan-
ing as azaleas 
begin to blos-
som. We are 
trading coats 

for shirtsleeves and thinking of 
which tomatoes to plant this year. 
Most of us welcome the transi-
tion from winter to spring, but we 
can be mighty resistant to other 
changes in our lives.
Here in Canton, we live in the 

midst of change. For most small 
towns in the South, “change” 
means “decline.” But it doesn’t 
have to be that way. As persons 
of faith, we believe in the cycle of 
birth-life-decline-death-resurrec-
tion or new life. The story is told 
over and over, not just in scripture 
but in the processes of the natural 
world. It can also be the story of 
our community.
As those who worship a liv-

ing God, we believe God is in 
the midst of the change…always 
creating, always making new…
new directions, new possibilities, 
new relationships. Yet, instead of 

seeing change as God among us, 
we often misunderstand change 
as something to be avoided rather 
than embraced. 
Sure, change is hard. It inevita-

bly involves the grief of letting 
go and the fear and diffi cult work 
of making choices about a new 
future. But grief is part and parcel 
of transformation and new life.
Contrary to what our culture 

tries to tell us with its unwavering 
focus on perfection, decline and 
consequent need to change, are 
not sins. They are part of a pro-
cess…a God-ordained process…
and they are opportunities for new 
life…for resurrection.
As a community, we have choices 

about how we approach the inevi-
tability of change. We can choose 
hope or despair, indifference or 
activism, isolation or community.
I have seen the ways in which God 

lives in and through the chang-
es we are experiencing here in 
Canton. God is here in neighbors 
helping one another, in children 
learning and laughing together, in 
responsible citizens voicing their 
opinion. God is here constantly 
calling us to choose movement 
over stagnation, change over 
security, life over fear.
The challenges we face as a small 

town provide possibilities for us to 
respond to God with new dreams, 
new ministries and renewed devo-
tion. They are opportunities for us 

By Guest Columnist Beth Foose

Follow God into change, rebirth
to be reborn.
By God’s grace, we have the 

capacity to move beyond the bar-
riers of racism, poverty, injustice 
and violence that divide us and to 
work side by side toward improv-
ing the common good. Our work 
begins with honest dialogue, with 
empathy and with shared pur-
pose toward making real changes, 
instead of falling victim to what 
feels like inevitable change and 
decline. 
We must not be bound by our old 

expectations and prejudices that 
we miss God in faces unlike our 
own. We must not be so focused 
on our own tired notions of min-
istry that we become unwilling 
to imagine new ways that God’s 
presence might be made known 
here in Canton. 
We must follow God into change 

and into new life. Just as every 
year winter becomes spring, Can-
ton can be reborn into a more just, 
more inclusive, more merciful 
and more loving community. We 
can pass through the midst of our 
fear, our grief, our prejudices and 
our expectations toward new life, 
toward resurrection and toward 
God.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Reverend 
Beth Foose is the Rector of Grace 
Episcopal Church- the one with 
the red door.

Special to The Canton News
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Canton receives beautifi cation grant
for Canton, is Mississippi’s own 
statewide nonprofi t that works 
with communities and local 
groups to improve quality of 
life and support strong commu-
nities for economic success on a 
local level. MUFC was recently 
recognized by the Mississippi 
Business Journal as one of Mis-
sissippi’s best nonprofi ts. 
“We are thrilled to work so 

very closely with the City of 

Canton and to provide this op-
portunity for more enhance-
ment to our state,” said Yowell. 
“These projects will begin a se-
ries of arboretums in the state, 
and these cities will become 
part of the Mississippi Arbore-
tum Trail.  
“Help green our communities,” 

continued Yowell. “Trees en-
hance property values, improve 
the look and feel of commer-

cial areas and even help reduce 
crime! The Mississippi Urban 
Forest Council and its volun-
teers, the Urban Forest Masters, 
have planted over 379,000 trees 
and donated over three million 
fl ower bulbs in Mississippi 
since 2010.”
For more information on Mis-

sissippi Urban Forest Council 
programs, visit www.msurban-
forest.com.



winners, Luckett and Johnson, 
advanced to the State Reading 
Fair at the Mississippi School 
for the Deaf and Blind.
State Regional Reading Fair 

participants from CPSD includ-
ed Alexandria Luckett; John 
Woodard, Jr.; Jeremy Harris, Jr.; 
Jakayla Washington; Monteri-
ous Coleman; Arnage Golston; 
Angel Williams; Tyarian Carson; 
Aurelia Nash; A’miyah Matlock; 
Makayla Smoot;, Ashunti John-
son; and Dwight Luckett, Jr. 
Shoney Harris served as the 

District Reading Fair Coordi-
nator, and school coordinators 
included  Ms. Nichols, Mrs. Nel-
son, Ms. Joyner, and Mrs. Pettit.
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Physician anesthesiologists Dr. Lori Marshall (left) and Dr. LaToya Mason-Bolden (right), 
both of Madison County, were among those in attendance at the recent Mississippi Society 
of Anesthesiologists (MSA) Day at the Mississippi State Capitol. During this event, Gover-
nor Phil Bryant signed the MSA 2019 Proclamation that offi cially acknowledged January 
27-February 2 as Physician Anesthesiologists Week. Physician anesthesiologists are lead-
ers of anesthesia care teams during most surgical procedures. Physician Anesthesiologist 
Week is an action-packed week-long event to alert policymakers, the media and the public 
at large that when seconds count, physician anesthesiologists save lives.  

Special to The Canton News

Governor Bryant signs 
MSA Week proclamation

Pictured (l to r) are: First place winners Ashunti Johnson and Dwight Luckett, Jr.; and sec-
ond place winners Jeremy Harris and Aurelia Nash.

Special to The Canton News

CPSD wins Reading Fair 

Superintendent Gary Hannah 
and the School Board of Trust-
ees honored CPSD’s Missis-
sippi Regional Reading Fair 
winners at a recent board meet-
ing. CPSD won two fi rst place 
awards and two second place 
awards at the 2019 Mississippi 
Regional Reading Fair. Dwight 
Luckett, Jr. and Ashunti John-
son won fi rst place in the Digital 
Media Category. Jeremy Harris 
and Aurelia Nash won second 
place in the Story Board Cate-
gory. The event was held at the 
Mississippi School for the Deaf 
and Blind. The two fi rst place 

Special to The Canton News

1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Pecan Village Apartments
1415 Hwy 16 West
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3263

Office Hours
Monday & Wednesday

8:00-5:00
Friday 8:00-5:00

For Information or to place an application
call the office number above or come by the office

“This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employernagement.”

NOW TAKING 
APPLICATIONS

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Canton Villa Apartments
2021 Hwy 43 N

Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3263

Office Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

9:00-5:00

For Information or to place an application
call the office number above or come by the office

“This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employernagement.”

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

NOW TAKING
APPLICATIONS
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I am dually honored and humbled 
to write not only my fi rst super-
intendent’s column for The Can-

ton News, but 
this is also my 
fi rst column as 
a superinten-
dent. The stu-
dents, parents, 
community 
and staff of 
Canton Public 
School District 

(CPSD) have welcomed me with 
open arms, and I am excited to be a 
member of the Canton family. My 
vision for our district can be con-
densed to two simple words: kids 
fi rst. I believe that Canton Public 
School District has the potential 
to not only become a successful 
district, but we have the potential 
to be a district that maintains a 
successful rating. The fi rst step in 
becoming a successful district is 
to ensure that all actions are based 
on what is best for students and 
not adults. Whether it’s a hiring 
decision, purchasing resources, or 
fi ne-tuning instruction based on 

data, we will put our children fi rst. 
Canton Public School District has 
so many current practices that are 
working; we want to continue to 
build on our current teaching and 
learning momentum and establish 
consistency and stability for our 
students.
One of my primary focus areas this 
fi rst year will be on teacher recruit-
ment and retention. We need to 
make Canton Public School Dis-
trict a place where teachers, admin-
istrators and support staff want to 
come to work. We will accomplish 
this by not only recruiting the best 
teachers, administrators and staff, 
but we will work to make sure that 
we retain them once they are here. 
After recruitment comes reten-
tion, and we will support our staff 
through professional development 
and by providing them with the 
resources and encouragement that 
they need to do well. Once we have 
stability and retain the best staff 
possible, success is inevitable.
The beginning of March signals 
several things for our district. 
Spring Break is March 11-15, 
but once our students return from 
Spring Break, we will begin a rap-

By Guest Columnist Gary Hannah

CPSD springs forward to assessment readiness
id process of assessment readiness. 
Some of our smaller scale tests like 
our LAS LINKS EL Assessment 
and our Kindergarten assessment 
begin in early April. We will have 
retests for our seniors in mid-April, 
and then our large scale MAAP 
assessments in grades 3-8, Algebra 
I, English II, Biology I and U.S. 
History will begin April 30, and 
they will continue throughout May. 
Parents should expect detailed test-
ing schedules from their children’s 
principals in the next few weeks. 
To prepare for our state tests, we 
will also administer mock assess-
ments in March to help us gauge 
where our children are and deter-
mine what additional support we 
need to provide before testing. 
Based on the data that we receive 
from the mock assessments, we 
will identify students who need 
additional instructional time to 
master content, and we will pro-
vide additional layers of learning 
support for those students. We will 
also use our mock data to identi-
fy students who will benefi t most 
from Saturday instruction to fi ll 
learning gaps in reading and math-
ematics. 

This year, our Saturday School ses-
sions will have a very narrow focus 
as we streamline our resources to 
focus on students who have specif-
ic growth needs. Parents can assist 
us in preparing their children for 
these assessments by encouraging 
them to complete any supplemental 
assignments that they receive (as 
well as their regular assignments) 
and by talking with them about the 
importance of doing their best on 
these assessments. 
I am committed to the children of 
Canton Public School District, and 
I believe that we are on the right 
track. We will reach our goal if 
we stay focused. Our students will 
come fi rst as long as I am here, and 
it will take all of us to show them 
that we believe that they will be 
successful. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr. Gary Han-
nah joined Canton Public School 
District as superintendent in Jan-
uary 2019. He is a former teacher, 
principal and deputy superinten-
dent. He and his wife Monica are 
the parents of three children, Kia, 
Mady and Mason.

195 E. Peace Street | 276 Nissan Parkway | 601.859.3939 | 877.727.4780

We can also handle 
your postal needs
7 days a week
8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

HAPPY ST. PATRICKS DAYHAPPY ST. PATRICKS DAY
Check out our complete line of 

CBD products.  Creams, drops and 
capsules for patients with pain, 

depression and other conditions.
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Canton has a new business! It’s 
called the Grace Christian Coun-

seling Center 
(GCCC) and 
is located in 
the house just 
east of the 
First Presby-
terian Church 
at 210 East 
Peace Street, 
which previ-
ously housed 

the Presbyterian Kindergarten. 
GCCC started in Vicksburg, Mis-
sissippi, over twenty years ago and 
now has offi ces in Vicksburg, Port 
Gibson and an offi ce right here in 
Canton, Mississippi! The organi-
zation operates under the highest 
standards in all regards, as it must 
abide by the American Counseling 
Association Code of Ethics.
Grace Christian Counseling Cen-

ter welcomes all people from all 
walks of life and faiths. They pride 
themselves on never turning any-
one away for any reason. You are 
accepted as you are, and no one 
wants to change you. Counseling 

1976 Highway 43 North | Canton MS 39046 | 601.407.1120

BIG TAX SALE!  

Mon-Fri: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
and Sat: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Like us on Facebook - and on Twitter @bigdaddysinc

Special to The Canton News

services are provided daily from 
9 a.m. until 5 p.m., and after-
hour appointments are available. 
Referrals are not necessary, and 
interested persons can request an 
appointment by contacting 601-
859-3570. The goal of this service 
is to help indi-
viduals and 
families, and 
they use mul-
tiple therapy 
approaches to 
treat a wide 
range of con-
ditions.
This coun-

seling center 
ensures that 
children, teens 
and adults in 
our communi-
ty dealing with problems including 
low self-image, depression/anxi-
ety, relationship confl ict, divorce, 
addiction, substance abuse, sex-
ual and gender identity journeys, 
risky behaviors, work confl ict or 
any other need have a new con-
venient option to begin a positive 
change for their life! Grace is a 
place where your new journey can 

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

Grace Christian Counseling now in Canton, MS
begin, and the counselors there 
will accompany you every step of 
the way.
Harold Melancon is a Licensed 

Professional Counselor (LPC) in 
Mississippi. Harold uses multiple 
therapy approaches to assist his 

clients. Andrew 
Breland is an 
LPC in Missis-
sippi and Texas 
and is able to 
provide services 
in-person and 
online. Andrew 
primarily uses 
drama and expe-
riential therapy. 
LPCs practice 
strict confi den-
tiality. Anyone 
holding a license 

as an LPC has completed the train-
ing required while obtaining a 
counseling master’s degree as well 
as two years of supervised clini-
cal experience, has passed a back-
ground check, passed a national 
counseling examination from the 
National Board of Certifi ed Coun-
selors and has been approved by 
the state licensing board before 

practicing independently.  
With your help, we can spread the 

word that Grace Christian Coun-
seling Center is readily available, 
and professional counseling can 
be an option when things aren’t 
going right.  Parents, teachers, 
doctors and our court system per-
sonnel can easily refer people to 
these local therapists to guarantee 
better tomorrows for those hurting 
today. Most insurance is accept-
ed, including Medicaid, and there 
are several working models of 
Employee Assistance Programs to 
help in utilizing the counselors.  
This new business pledges to work 
with one and all to customize a 
payment plan that allows everyone 
the means to get help while dealing 
with changing circumstances. 
Tell someone this good news!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is mar-
ried to James Foy and is a retired 
Economic Developer with the 
Mississippi Development Authori-
ty. Foy is an active participant in 
the community of Canton. She is a 
member of the Lions Club and on 
the Keep Canton Beautiful Com-
mittee. 

Special to The Canton News
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F R E E  
S E R V I C E S

A service provided by Mississippi Community 
Education Center and Family Resource Center

FamiliesFirstForMS.org

NON-DISCRIMINATORY

Impacting the WHOLE Family

PARENTING | YOUTH DEVELOPMENT | LITERACY
EDUCATION/DIPLOMA | WORKFORCE | JOB READINESS

Stop by our Canton Location 
at 276 Nissan Parkway 

Bldg. B, Ste. 200 & 300,Canton, MS 

Mid SouthMid South
STORAGE

ATTENTION!

101 AULENBROCK DRIVE CANTON, MS
601-201-3326 | fb.me/midsouthbuildings

We feature Derksen portable buildings with 
no credit check and only the first payment 
down to schedule delivery. 

On National Signing Day, three 
Canton High School (CHS) se-
niors signed with local colleges 
to play football as they pursue 
their degrees. Thomas Simmons 
signed with Coahoma Commu-
nity College and plans to earn 
his degree in physical education/

sports administration so he can 
become a coach. Zharien Carson 
signed with Coahoma Commu-
nity College and plans to earn 
his degree in mass communica-
tions with the goal of becoming 
a sports analyst. Pizzarro Travis 
signed with Holmes Community 
College and plans to earn a nurs-
ing degree.

Special to The Canton News

Zharien Carson and family
Special to The Canton News

Thomas Simmons and family Special to The Canton News

Pizarro Travis and family Special to The Canton News

Canton HS students receive 
CC football scholarships
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3334 N. Liberty St Canton, MS 39046 • 601-859-8106 • shopladida.com

Register online bridal at shopladida.com 

Abby Lynch & Hayden Richardson – March 9

Laurel Breeland & Ethan Callahan – March 16

Sara Sullivan & Ben Herring – May 4

Kristen Trosclair & Matt Arcuri – May 11

Bailey Russell & Daniel Barnett – June 1

Hart Pepper & Sam Martin – June 1

Sara Rainer & Bill Lavender – June 8

Kayla Mills & Cooper Taylor – June 8

Ali Shelton & Hunter Shackleford – August 24

Ellery Chancellor & Turner Crews – Dec 2019

Est. 1954

PHILLIPS
Barnett

Lumber & Home Center
One Stop Building Supply Store

Full Service
Lumber Yard
with Delivery
Capabilities 

Windows & Doors 

Moulding

Insulation 

Owens Corning Shingles 

Drywall 

Paints 

Yeti Coolers 

Hardware

515 West Fulton Street • Canton, MS  39046
(601) 859-2812 • (800) 844-9663 • Fax:  (601) 859-1292

www.phillipslumber.com

Nine years ago, Mrs. Alison 
Martin began teaching year-

book at Can-
ton Academy 
(CA), mainly 
to get help 
with her boys’ 
tuition; but 
she instantly 
loved teach-
ing there, and 
the school felt 

like home to her. About three 
years ago, the school was looking 
for more math teachers when they 
realized that Martin could teach 
all the way up to calculus. She 
could also teach French, but said, 
“French is a very hard subject to 
teach, and I would much rather 
teach any other kind of math. My 
favorite subject to teach is math, 
because I like to watch the expres-
sion on a student’s face when 
they understand how to work a 
problem.”Martin also loves being 
over the yearbook, because it’s so 
relaxed and fun to watch the book 
come together. She has complet-
ed a few that have won the state 

yearbook contest. Her students 
even asked her if they could get 
a banner to hang in the gym like 
the sports teams get when they 
win state.
Martin’s favorite thing about 

teaching at CA is being at the 
same school as her boys, Sam (6th 
grade), Carter (9th grade) and 
Lane (11th grade), in case they 
need her for anything, and can 
also keep an eye on them to make 
sure they stay out of trouble. She 
is also able to attend most of their 
sporting events. Martin didn’t 
attend Canton Academy herself 
but is very happy that her sons are 
students there.
The students at Canton Acade-

my love having Mrs. Martin as a 
teacher and have nothing but good 
things to say about her. She says 
she loved the staff and students 
right when she fi rst started teach-
ing at CA, as well as the school’s 
program. Over the years, she has 
watched the school change and 
grow, and she’s excited to see it 
getting better, especially advanc-
ing in technology, which has real-
ly helped attract new students and 
families. 

Mrs. Alison Martin
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Special to The Canton News  

CA teacher recognized

The Canton program will be 
offered to children in sec-
ond through fi fth grades, on a 
most-needed basis, and will take 
place inside each participating 
school three days a week from 
2:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Organiz-
ers expect to begin after Spring 
Break this school year and con-
tinue through June. The grant 

money will be divided among 
Canton Elementary School, 
Jimmie M. Goodloe Elementa-
ry School, McNeal Elementary 
School and Reuben B. Myers 
Canton School of Arts and Sci-
ences. It will be used to pay the 
staff as well as provide instruc-
tional materials and snacks for 
the students.

CPSD Community Learning
Center was awarded $700K

cont. from front page 

214 W Center St.
Canton, MS 39046
WWW.GoodloeConstruction.COM

GoodloeLLC@AOL.COM
Phone: (601)750 8482

Fax: (601) 859 8379

Goodloe Construction Co

Delbert Goodloe Sr.
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CMU OFFERS TIP TO CUT YOUR ENERGY BILL
At CMU we are always working to keep your utility rates the lowest in the area.  Our rate payers have 
the lowest electric, gas and water rates in the metro area and we are proud to be your utility provider!

Air filters in your home should be changed regularly – most experts recommend once a month during the 
heating season.

Energy Tips to Cut your Energy Bills This Winter
Whether you live in a mobile home, an apartment, or a multi-level house, your first steps for reducing 
energy costs will be similar.  Start with a room-by-room tour.  Take notes as you tour each room, list any 
supplies you will need, and prioritize bigger projects.  As you implement your plan from these easy, 
low-cost energy improvements you will see a difference in your utility bills.

Start with the entrance to your home.  Change your outside lights to energy-saving bulbs.  Check to 
ensure that air is not seeping into your home.  Most homes have gaps around the windows, doors, and 
edges where walls and floors meet.  You can purchase supplies such as foam weather-stripping from 
many home improvement stores to quickly fix these problems.

Appliances can also consume a tremendous amount of energy.  You can save on your utility bill by 
making a few minor adjustments.  Such as scraping dishes instead of rinsing before loading them in the 
dishwasher.  Run the dishwasher with a full load and use the air-dry option if available.  Try to wash 
most clothes in cold water and always rinse cold.  You can save hundreds of dollars on water heating 
each year.  Remember to keep that lint trap clean! Keep the condenser coils clean on your freezer and 
refrigerator.

Canton Academy Quiz Bowl 
team competes at Madison Cent.

Members of the Canton Academy (CA) Quiz Bowl team took part in a recent competition 
at Madison Central High School. The team won three out of fi ve rounds. Pictured (l to r) 
are: Alex Mary, Jack Carr, Alaina Nichols, Heaven McNaulty, Kendall Calloway, Graham 
Lambert and Chaney Hale.

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy 4K students 
celebrate 100th day of school

Canton Academy 4K students, Sloane Montgomery, BayLynn Bates and Emoree’ Dease, 
dressed up as senior citizens to celebrate the 100th day of school. 

Special to The Canton News
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OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

• Fenced & 
Lighted

201 N. Hargon St.

• Electronic 
Gate Access

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3433

• Security
   Cameras

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ACCESS

seventy-one 
merchants and 
friends for the 
donated auc-
tion items.  
Long report-

ed that funds 
from the 
auction had 
allowed the 
Lions to give 
$1,500 each to 
three Canton 
students, sup-
port numer-
ous state and 
national Lions 
Club programs and to give to 
local organizations. 
The guest speaker for the eve-

ning was long-time Mississippi 
radio and television personality 
Walt Grayson, who told of his 
many adventures around the 
state of Mississippi. He has also 
authored several books and end-
ed the night with a book sign-
ing. The Lions say they want to 
thank the City of Canton for its 
support of this yearly fundrais-
er.   

The 1869 Trolio Hotel, one of 
Mississippi’s noted Landmark 
properties, was the setting for 
the Canton Lions Club Dinner 
with Spouses on February 19, 
2019. The town square lighting 
up the front windows and the 
New Orleans courtyard visible 
through the glass wall on the 
opposite end helped create the 
right atmosphere for the eve-
ning. 
With thirty-three attending, 

Club President Bobby Long 
welcomed the crowd, followed 
by an elegant dinner catered 
by Kathy Hammack. President 
Long then recognized the Club’s 
accomplishments starting with 
two new members, Reverend 
Larry Saxton and Adam Moore, 
who were both recruited in 2019, 
then followed up with cleanup 
projects around town, partner-
ships with the Garden Club to 
host tours of the upstairs apart-
ments around the square and a 
very successful Lions Club Auc-
tion. He expressed thanks to all 

Lions Club dinner at the historic 1869 Trolio Hotel
Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Pictured (l to r) are: Lions Club members Kathy Hammack and Joy Foy; guest speaker Walt Grayson; and Canton 
Lions Club President Bobby Long.

DAWN STOKES, OWNER

MYMAIDFORCLEANING@GMAIL.COM
MYMAIDFORCLEANING.COM

Specializing in cleaning commercial buildings, offices and homes

Phone: 601-278-9413
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We also represent individuals in claims 
involving the following:

• Employment Discrimination
• Car Accidents        
• Wrongful Death
• Personal Injury
• Premises Liability
• Slip and Fall
• Medical Malpractice
• Truck Accidents

We also represent individuals in claims 

Car Accidents        

368 Highland Colony Parkway
Ridgeland, MS 39157
601-608-8604

Taylor Jones & Associates, PLLC represents small and mid-sized business in a 
wide array of matters including, employment law, contract negotiations, 
contract drafting and disputes, defense of employment and discrimination 
claims, debt collection, defamation, unfair competition, and trademark 
infringement, among other things.

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE  CONSULTATION.

First Presbyterian 
Church

202 East Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

m m

Weekly Worship 
      Schedule

The Canton branch of the Madison County Library System offers a free computer class ev-
ery Friday from 9 to 10 a.m. The library’s own Technology Programming Specialist, David 
Jackson, teaches this basic, hands-on class which provides an introduction to the parts of 
the computer and how to use them. Jackson uses a step-by-step approach when teaching 
patrons the basic skills needed to navigate in a virtual space. According to participants, the 
library’s basic computer classes have built their confi dence, computer literacy and knowl-
edge of computer terms.

Special to The Canton News

Canton library offering 
Friday computer class

The Canton Music Study Club (CMSC) held its February meeting at the First United Meth-
odist Church, Canton. President Kathy Hammack called the meeting to order and led mem-
bers and guests in the club ritual. Mrs. Hammack introduced the Together We Sing selec-
tion for February, “Work, for the Night is Coming,” by Anna Louisa Walker Coghill (lyrics) 
and Lowell Mason (tune). Charlyne Jones introduced Laura and Seth Womack, program 
participants for the evening. The Womacks both teach elementary music in local public 
school systems. The couple performed a vocal duet, “Consider the Lillies,” accompanied 
by Miss Jones on the piano. Mr. Womack performed an interpretation of the hymn, “Amaz-
ing Grace,” on trumpet. Hostesses for the evening were Jennifer Lariviere and Princess 
Thompson.  A short business meeting concluded the evening.  Pictured (l to r) are: Seth 
and Laura Womack, and Charlyne Jones.

Special to The Canton News

Canton Music Study Club 
holds monthly meeting
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MagnoliaMagnolia
Woman's Clinic

Dr. Walter R. Wolfe, M.D.
Krestina S. Banck, MSN, FNP-C

163 River Oaks Drive, Suite 204
Canton, MS 39046

Phone: 601-855-4881

Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

• Hormone management
• Yearly physicals w/ cervical 
  cancer screenings
• Management of irregular or 
   heavy periods
• Full OB management

ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE ACCEPTED INCLUDING MEDICAID

This office building is located in the heart of downtown Canton.  It is across 
from the Madison County Court House, within walking distance to restaurants, 
banks and retail businesses.  There is parking directly in front of the building 
and across the street in the huge courthouse parking lot. The building is wired 
for internet, and an alarm system.  This is a high traffic area with excellent 
access to Hwy 51 (around the corner); and 2 miles from Hwy 55. Building For 
Lease:  127 W. North St., Canton, MS; spacious open concept, large windows, 
a smaller room as a refreshment/storage area, one His/her bathroom, and 700 
sq. ft.  Contact Cline Properties at  601-832-4089 or 601-594-4244.

 NOW LEASING 
127 W. North St.
Canton, MS
39046

PRIME PROPERTY 
Walking distance

to the Canton 
Courthouse

C L I N E  P R O P E R T I E S
COMMERCIAL   TIMBER   RESIDENTIAL

Leasing!

Nearly twenty kids recent-
ly attended Lego® Day at the 
Joe Prichard Homes in Canton, 
marking Becky Bowen’s and the 
Madison Library’s fi rst Lego® 
outreach program in Madison 
County. The program provid-
ed the opportunity for the chil-
dren to listen to a story about 
the importance of friendship 
and to use their imaginations 
to build a Lego® house. Each 

Thursday, several volunteers 
help kids read, do homework 
and play board and card games 
on behalf of Madison Countians 
Allied Against Poverty (Mad-
CAAP). Cantonians who have 
a special talent, program, les-
son or craft that they would be 
willing to share with kids at the 
Joe are encouraged to let Katie 
Paczak know at 601-421-0971. 
Organizers say they are always 
looking for new experiences to 
offer the children.  

Special to The Canton News

Mad-CAAP and library host 
fi rst Lego® Day for Canton kids

(left) Zanyala (Straw-

berry) Robinson
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( left) Jebron Ross
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(right) Deaysia Lew-
is, Becky Bowen and Kay-Lee Stokes
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(right) Markenza 
(Peaches) Brown, 
Markeith Brown 
and Honey Davis
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Nursing Home.    
Their annual quilt show is free 

to the public and will take place 
April 5 and April 6 from 9:30 
a.m to 4 p.m. each day at the 
Welcome Center located at 137 
North Union Street on the Can-
ton Square. About fi fty quilts will 

be on display, 
ranging from 
freshly made 
to antique, 
with the his-
tory given on 
those. One 
quilt that was 
made by Alli-
son’s Wells 
Quilters will 
be raffl ed off 
this Novem-
ber, with the 
proceeds 
going to var-
ious projects, 

including supplies for more char-
ity quilts. Raffl e tickets will be 
$1 each and will be available to 
purchase at the Welcome Center 
or from any member until the day 
of the raffl e.  

Quilters prep for show
The Allison’s Wells Quilt Guild 

was begun over twelve years ago 
by several women who share a 
common love for making quilts. 
It currently consists of about fi f-
teen ladies of various ages and 
backgrounds 
(Maurice is a 
snowbird from 
New York) 
who meet every 
Tuesday at 
9:30 a.m. at the 
Canton Tour-
ism Welcome 
Center. They 
say they really 
enjoy sharing 
their knowl-
edge with each 
other, as well 
as showing 
off their new 
creations to the group. The Guild 
has made several charity quilts 
to benefi t organizations such as 
Quilts Beyond Borders, Blair Bat-
son Children’s Hospital, the Ron-
ald McDonald House and the VA 

By Lori Lycette

Some of Allison’s Wells Quilt Guild members (l to r) 
include: Ricki Barbuto, Maurice Anding, Mary Jane 
Boutwell, Ann McKay, Edna Hillhouse, Beverly 
Herring, Belva Cauthen, Laura Key and Bernice 
Jefferson.   

Photo By Lori Lycette

© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports 
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Mrs. Frances Riddell
Bridget Crosby – Class of 1980

Two Rivers
Phillips Lumber

Carey and Nina Johnston
Benson Construction & Masonry

Whit, Davis, McCaskill LLC

Andy Stewart & Associates
City of Canton

Chris D. Hughes, DMD
Mansell Media

Canton Animal Hospital
Bumpers

Coleman-Russell & Associates
ASHARRELD Properties, LLC
Tim Morales and Associates

Newell and Sweyn Simrall
Clay and Dell Taylor
Canton Rotary Club
MEA Medical Clinic

Eugene C. Brown, Jr., DDS – 
MS Orthodontics Exclusively

Joe and Lou Ann Durfey – 
Jackson Anesthesia Associates

Noble Properties, LLC

JD Byrider
Katie and Stuart Warren –

Turn Key Properties
Quality Cleaners

Manning Tire Company
Sun-Pine Corporation

Dental Solutions of MS
AW Sports, Inc.

The Johnny Davidson Family

Leigh Brannan
Phil and Sarah Buffington

Savant & Rich, LLC
Gabe and Ashley Baldwin

Superior Foundation Services
Jim Herring

Rich Grain Distilling Co.
Dr. Hal E. Hill and Dr. Les Arnold –

Northeast Eye Care

Canton Lions Club
ASAP Printing

Butchart, Ellzey & Associates, CPAs
Carousel Industries

Breeland Funeral Home
Steve and Gena Martens

J.S. Iupe's

Come join us!

Fri., April 5, 2019 • 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Country Club of Canton, 183 Country Club Rd

The purchase of a $100 ticket allows one entry into the drawdown for
a chance to win $5,000 and admits a couple to the Spring Fling event –
a dressy casual evening of great food, silent auction and terrific friends.
Funds raised from the CA drawdown go toward technology, campus

improvements, and student experience. 

To purchase your ticket, call Canton
Academy at 601-859-5231, go online to

www.CantonAcademy.org under the
“Support CA” tab, or see any CA student.

With a bold vision for the future, 
Canton Academy exists to nurture
hearts and challenge minds in a 

Christian environment.

CA.DrawdownCNewsAd2019_Layout 1  3/2/19  10:43 AM  Page 1

Firefighter DeShawn T. Bush of the Canton Fire Department recently graduated from the 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1001 Firefighter I-II course held at the Mis-
sissippi State Fire Academy in Jackson, Mississippi. This intense seven-week course in-
cluded classroom and hands-on instruction in the areas of fire behavior, fire suppression, 
rescue, incident command, hazardous materials and other fire related topics. This course 
meets and exceeds the National Fire Protection Association for Firefighter Qualifications 
and the uniform minimum training standards stated in the Mississippi Code section 45-11-
7. The Mississippi State Fire Academy is a division of the Mississippi Insurance Depart-
ment. Commissioner Mike Chaney and Academy Executive Director Reggie Bell conclude 
that firefighters, through their newly acquired skills and knowledge, will be an asset to the 
fire departments they represent in implementing fire protection and prevention for their 
community.

Special to The Canton News

Bush completes NFPA course

Merit Health Madison employees participated in The American Heart Association’s Wear 
Red Day as part of their commitment to help raise awareness and save more lives. Pic-
tured (l to r) are: Tim Greenwood, Beth Harkins, Precia Johnson, Rhonda Hayes, Angie 
Yeatts, Lywanis Steele, Antoinette Davenport, Donna Parker, Mary Gill, Sabrina Bryant and 
Athena Chapin.

Special to The Canton News

Merit Health Madison Wears Red
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When I worked as Gov. Haley 
Barbour’s education policy advi-

sor, I often 
heard him 
say that chil-
dren first 
learn to read 
so they can 
read to learn. 
While this 
seems like a 
simple max-
im, the abili-

ty to read is essential for success in 
school and in life.
Without this set of skills, children 

fall behind in school and struggle 
to learn the important lessons that 
an increasingly competitive glob-
al economy requires. That is why 
it is vital for our state’s youngest 
citizens to develop literacy skills 
at school so that they may compete 
for jobs and lead innovation in the 
twenty-first century at work.
In the past, students in Missis-

sippi were passed on from the 
third grade to the fourth grade, 
even when they may not have been 
entirely ready. That’s not what we 

do anymore. Recent efforts by 
the Mississippi Legislature, spe-
cifically the Literacy-Based Pro-
motion Act (LBPA), have been 
signed into to law to promote early 
literacy and set a critical founda-
tion for improving our children’s 
path to success. For the most part, 
children live up or down to adult 
expectations. This year, LBPA 
requires that third grade students 
must score at level three or high-
er on the reading portion of the 
Mississippi Academic Assessment 
Program (MAAP) English Lan-
guage Arts test to qualify for pro-
motion to fourth grade. This is an 
increase from last year’s level two 
score, which is considered basic 
comprehension. The highest score 
on the test is level five.
Simply put, if students do not meet 

expectations for reading skills as 
determined by scoring level three 
or higher on the reading assess-
ment, then, with some exceptions, 
they are retained for another year 
in third grade so they can benefit 
from intensive reading supports.
We know what resources are need-

ed for success. The Mississippi 
Department of Education (MDE) is 

Strong literacy skills lead to great success in school

Dr. Jason Dean, chair of the Mis-
sissippi State Board of Education

providing our schools and districts 
with additional support to assist 
students who need help improv-
ing their reading skills. Under the 
LBPA provisions, schools and dis-
tricts work to identify struggling 
readers early, provide immediate 
supports to help students strength-
en their reading skills, and ensure 
students read at or above grade 
level by the end of third grade. 
Additionally, the LBPA provides 
important support for kindergar-
ten through third grade teachers, 
who receive literacy-focused pro-
fessional development opportuni-
ties, supports and tools they need 
to help all students read at grade 
level. The MDE has also deployed 
literacy coaches to schools and 
districts across the state to support 
the staff and help improve student 
reading achievement.
The LBPA has provided a solid 

foundation for improved reading 
skills and its intervention strategies 
are already providing a return on 
investment (ROI) for the taxpayers 
in Mississippi. These interventions 
have contributed to an increase 
in the initial passing rate among 
third grade students from eighty-
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five percent in 2015 to ninety-three 
percent by 2018. Additionally, the 
scores on our NAEP test – known 
as the Nation’s Report Card – are 
now second in the nation for gains 
in fourth grade reading. No one 
is claiming total victory, and we 
know the road is long, but these 
are inarguably steps in the direc-
tion we’d like to be heading.
The Mississippi State Board of 

Education is committed to help-
ing the boys and girls of this state 
develop the reading skills they 
need to build a successful future 
not only for themselves but for 
the entire state. The time to set 
the course is today. I urge all of 
us to raise our expectations as we 
raise the bar of achievement of 
what kids can do and to support 
these efforts to make an import-
ant difference in the lives of the 
next generation of Mississippi 
leaders.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr. Jason 
Dean is chair of the Missis-
sippi State Board of Educa-
tion. For more information 
about third grade literacy, vis-
it strongreadersms.com.

By Guest Columnist Dr. Jason Dean
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Longtime newspaper columnist 
Rick Cleveland was invited by 
Rotarian Jim Richie to speak to 
the Canton Rotary Club at Penn’s 
Fish House. Mr. Cleveland told 
how he began working for the 
Hattiesburg American newspa-
per while in the eighth grade, at 
thirteen years old. Mr. Cleve-
land moved to Jackson in 1979 
and was with the Jackson Daily 
News/Clarion-Ledger for many 
years. He has been the Mississip-
pi Sportswriter of the Year eleven 
times, since fi rst being recognized 
in 1975. He is in the Mississippi 
Sports Hall of Fame, the Hatties-
burg Hall of Fame and the Uni-

Columnist Cleveland speaks to Canton Rotary Club 
Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

 Pictured (l to r) are: Jim Richie, Canton Rotarian/local author and storyteller; guest speaker Rick Cleveland; and 
David Overby, Canton Rotary Club President.

versity of Southern Mississippi 

                   CANTON

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

DISCOUNT DRUGS

Happy St.Patrick’s Day!Happy St.Patrick’s Day!

Special to The Canton News

Make Your Business Insurance
Our Business

Your business represents a big  nancial investment, 
but who knows what can happen on any given day? 
Let us provide the coverage you need to prepare and 

protect your business against the unexpected. 

Hall of Fame. Cleveland writes for twenty-eight newspapers in 
the state via 
syndicated arti-
cles. He is cur-
rently employed 
with Mississippi 
Today, an email/
electronic news 
service. It is 
locally-owned, 
employing 
more reporters 
than any oth-
er statewide 
newspaper and 
also has the 
largest num-
ber covering 
the Mississippi 
Legislature. 


