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Canton hosts Hot Air Balloon Championship
The “City of Lights” will soon 

transform into the “City of the Hot 
Air Balloon.”  Every year since 
1986, Canton has hosted its very 
own hot air balloon championship 
race.
In 1986, the fi rst hot air balloon 

was brought to Canton for the 
celebration of Canton’s Sesqui-
centennial.  There were eleven 
balloons at the inaugural event, 
which grew the next year to in-
clude its very fi rst special shaped 
balloon, Tony the Tiger. Managed 
through the years by the Canton 
Redevelopment Authority, Can-
ton’s Parks and Recreation De-
partment and the Canton Tourism 
Department, the festival is always 
family-friendly and promises 
a colorful weekend of fun and 
sights.
This year’s event will begin on 
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from the multi-purpose building 
for three miles and then will re-
turn to the launch site.  Upon re-
turning to the site, each pilot and 
crew will throw a bean bag down 
below at a designated target.  The 
bean bag closest to the target will 
win a prize.
To cap off the weekend of events, 

there will be several balloons fl y-
ing Saturday afternoon before the 
balloon glow at dusk.  There will 
be entertainment and food ven-
dors to accompany the balloon 
glow.  The fi nale of the night will 
be a huge fi reworks show and a 
movie under the stars.  
The balloon glow at Northpark 

Mall is free, as are the balloon 
glow, fi reworks and movies un-
der the stars at the multi-purpose 
building.  For more information, 
visit www.cantontourism.com or 
call Canton Tourism at 601-859-
1307.

KCB earns honors

Thursday night, June 28, with 
a launch party on the Canton 
Square. Thursday night’s activi-
ties will feature a special time of 
recognition in honor of Balloon 
Meister Joe McKay, who was 
one of the fi rst Canton residents 
to ever crew a balloon and then 
to became a pilot. McKay passed 
away in November 2017, and his 
memory will be honored with a 
balloon release on the square. The 

events on the square include a live 
band and food vendors as well as 
hot air balloons.
Friday morning will bring the 

“media fl ight,” followed by a bal-
loon glow and activities at North-
park Mall that evening. 
Saturday morning, June 30, will 

see a competitive fl ight com-
ing into the fi eld adjacent to the 
multi-purpose building.  The pi-
lots will fl y their balloons away 

Keep America Beautiful, the 
nation’s iconic community im-
provement nonprofi t organization, 
presented Keep Canton Beautiful 
with its President’s Circle Award 
recognition at Keep America 
Beautiful’s recent National Con-
ference, which took place in Dal-
las, Texas. The President’s Circle 
Award recognizes exemplary per-
formance by certifi ed affi liates of 
Keep America Beautiful in cre-
ating clean, green and beautiful 
communities.
In qualifying for the President’s 

Circle Award, Keep Canton Beau-
tiful has met Keep America Beau-
tiful’s standards of merit by con-
ducting an annual Community 
Appearance Index, calculating the 

Special to The Canton News affi liate’s cost/benefi t ratio, and 
administering initiatives to end 
littering, improve recycling, and 
beautify Canton’s community. 
Celebrating its 65th anniversary 
in 2018, Keep America Beautiful 
consists of a national network of 
more than 600 community-based 
affi liates whose programs, ini-
tiatives and efforts, supported by 
millions of volunteers, help trans-
form public spaces into beautiful 
places.
“One of Keep America Beau-

tiful’s most effective grassroots 
community resources is our local 
affi liates, which have an impact on 
millions of Americans each year,” 
said Keep America Beautiful 
President and CEO Helen Low-
man. “Our affi liates provide real 

cont. on page 5

Luckett appointed 
new superintendent
The Canton Public School Dis-

trict Board of Trustees recently 
appointed former CPSD super-
intendent Dwight Luckett, Sr. as 
the district’s interim superinten-
dent, following the dismissal of 
former superintendent Cassandra 
Williams, who was hired in 2016 
after the termination of her prede-
cessor, Ike Haynes.  
Luckett was highly recommend-

ed by the Mississippi School 
Boards Association (MSBA).
“I recommend that, out of an 

abundance of caution, the Can-
ton School District school board 
appoint Dwight Luckett as the 

Special to The Canton News interim superintendent. Dwight 
Luckett, having previously served 
as the superintendent of the Can-
ton School District and the for-
mer interim superintendent of the 
Kosciusko Municipal School Dis-
trict, meets all of the statutory re-
quirements to serve as an interim 
superintendent,” said Mike Wal-
drop, MSBA Executive Director.
“I believe that this is the best 

course of action for the school 
board, given the current ambigu-
ities of the Miss. Code Ann. § 37-
9-13(b), the Attorney General’s 
opinions on the statute and the 
administrative regulations adopt-
ed by the Mississippi Department 

cont. on page 13

�is is free to all patients.... Let us handle the process, just give us a call to discuss

8:30-6:00 M-F
8:30-12:30 Sat

Stacey Cauthen Sanders 
& Bill M�by

�is is free to all patients.... Let us handle the process, just give us a call to discuss
Worried about your loved one taking the right medications at the right time?  Let M�by's Drug Store take the worry away... 

1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046|601-859-4212

Immunization Telemed Clinic
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Mid South
STORAGE

101 AULENBROCK DRIVE
CANTON, MS
601-201-3326

fb.me/midsouthbuildings

BEST WARRANTY IN THE BUSINESS
FREE DELIVERY AND SETUP

DERKSEN 
PORTABLE 
BUILDINGS FREE DELIVERY AND SETUP

QUALITY IS OUR FIRST PRIORITY!

CAROLINA
CARPORTS

CONTROLLED ACCESS, LIGHTED
AND VIDEO SECURED

BOAT,
TRAILER,

R/V PARKING

Canton High names top seniors of class of 2018

Canton High School recently held its commencement exercises announcing the Class of 2018.  During the commencement program, the two seniors with the highest 
class averages were announced.  The 2018 Canton High School Valedictorian is Kayla Wilkes and the Salutatorian is Kenna Pierce, Jr.  Wilkes will be attending Jackson 
State University in the fall, and Pierce will be attending the U.S. Naval Academy.  
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Mississippi Public Broadcasting 
Director of News Teresa Collier 

is among 
the latest in-
ductees into 
the Missis-
sippi Asso-
ciated Press 
Broadcast-
ers Hall of 
Fame.  Col-
lier, a na-

tive of Canton, 
became the 

Director of News in July, 2005, 
and prior to that, she was a public 
affairs producer and senior pro-
ducer at MPB.  Her career has 
included stints at television sta-
tions in Alabama and Greenville, 
Mississippi.
Collier and three other inductees 

were recognized at the Louisi-
ana-Mississippi AP Broadcasters 
and Media Editors awards ban-
quet April 7 at the World War II 

There is in our midst an exam-
ple of the true American success 

story.  Meet 
Larry Joiner, 
whose busi-
ness career 
started as a kid 
delivering pa-
pers and cul-
minated as the 
Chief Exec-
utive Offi cer 

of a 150 million-dollar company 
employing 3,000 people. 
Joiner was born in Monroe, Lou-

isiana.  His father, an Air Force 
veteran, was employed by a com-
pany that required the Joiners to 
move frequently.  In grades one 
through seven, Joiner attended 
fi ve different schools in three 
states.  This journey ended in 
Greenville, Mississippi, where 
Joiner graduated from Greenville 
High, and where his high school 
sweetheart was Miss Nonie Ro-
unsaville.  After graduation, Ro-
unsaville headed to Ole Miss, 
and Joiner, at the urging of his 
parents, went to LSU, where he 
was uncomfortable because of 
the sheer size of the school and 
transferred to Mississippi State, 
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Anytime,
Anywhere,
Any Day...

...That’s when you can count on
State Farm .

601-859-8554
www.arnelbolden.com 

®

Life doesn’t come with a schedule. That’s why
at State Farm  you can always count on me for

whatever you need. 

®

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

where he graduated with a B.S. in 
business management.  An inter-
esting side note here is that, with 
his savings and without loans, he 
paid his own way through col-
lege.  After college, he applied for 
offi cer training school in the U.S. 
Air Force and was one of the one 
thousand successful applicants in 
a group of twenty-two thousand 
who had applied. Discharged as a 
captain after four years in the Air 
Force, he was offered a sales job 
with a large packaging contain-
er company in Ohio.  One of his 
customers, Georgio Foods, rec-
ognized his abilities, and he ac-
cepted their offer to serve as vice 
president of sales and marketing, 
a position he held for four years.  
In 1979, his interest was piqued 
by an article he read featuring Joe 
Glover, the owner of Farm Fresh 
Catfi sh, one of the fi rst process-
ing plants in the fl edgling catfi sh 
industry.  Joiner called Glover to 
chat about the business, and the 
upshot of that call was an offer 
by Glover for Joiner to become 
the Farm Fresh Vice President 
and general manager of the Farm 
Fresh Hollandale plant.  He sub-
sequently was lured away from 
Farm Fresh by Delta Pride Cat-
fi sh to become their Vice Presi-

dent, then Executive Vice Presi-
dent, and fi nally Chief Executive 
Offi cer, during which time he 
guided Delta Pride’s sales from 
30 million to the aforementioned 
150 million dollars.  Joiner left 
Delta Pride to become a manag-
er of Simmons Catfi sh Company 
in Yazoo City.  It was during this 
time that he attended a Greenville 
High School class reunion, which 
was also attended by Rounsav-
ille, who was now a Trustmark 
attorney.  The old romance was 
rekindled and they were married 
in 1998.  They decided to move to 
Canton because it was about half-
way between Joiner’s position 
in Yazoo City and Rounsaville’s 
in Jackson, and they both like a 
small town.  Canton got lucky.

By Guest Columnist Jim Ritchie

Special to The Canton News

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Jim Ritchie is 
a published author, storyteller, en-
tertainer and grandfather of elev-
en. He is amazed at the number of 
talented and accomplished people 
who live in the Canton area, and 
he thinks local citizens should 
know about some of them. Ritchie 
and professional artist wife, Perry, 
live in the Shocco community out 
from Canton. View their work at 
www.southernstories.com.

Canton native named to Hall of Fame 

MPB News Director 
Teresa Collier

Museum in New Orleans, Loui-
siana.
Under Collier’s leadership, MP-

B”s News Department has won 
four national Edward R. Murrow 
awards for outstanding achieve-
ment in broadcast journalism as 
well as numerous  Mississippi 
Associated Press Broadcasters 
awards.  Collier has won sever-
al Mississippi Associated Press 
Broadcasters awards, including 
fi rst place for public affairs re-
porting.  
“I’m truly humbled and honored 

to receive this recognition and to 
join past recipients who I have 
long admired and respected,” 
Collier said.  “Journalism and 
storytelling have been my life’s 
work, and I’m sincerely grateful 
to all the people who have helped 
me along the way.  I’ve worked 
with some remarkably skilled 
professionals who strive each 
day to tell Mississippi stories in a 
fair, accurate and timely manner.  
This is a fulfi lling career, and I 

believe in this profession’s abil-
ity to impact lives.”
Collier earned her bachelor’s de-

gree in communications/broad-
cast journalism from the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, 
where she was initiated into the 
Kappa Chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Sorority.  She was inducted into 
USM’s Mass Communications 
and Journalism Hall of Fame in 
2010.
The MAPB Hall of Fame hon-

ors journalists with distinguished 
broadcasting careers in the state.  
Those eligible for induction in-
clude reporters, producers, an-
chors, news directors, videogra-
phers and other news staff who 
have worked in Mississippi for at 
least fi ve years.
The MAPB Board of Directors 

selected the inductees by vote 
during the week of February 22.  
Other MAPB Hall of Fame in-
ductees are John Dolusic of WT-
VA-TV, Bill Gamel of WCBI-TV 
and Brad Kessie of WLOX-TV.

Special to The Canton News
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Know Your Neighbor: Larry W. Joiner
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4 MILLION+ 
vehicles assembled

$2.9 BILLION+* 
generated annually in 

state GDP

$3.3 BILLION 
invested in our plant

$15 MILLION+ 
in local charitable 

contributions

8K+ 
in local 

volunteer hours

25K+ JOBS* 
created statewide

It all started with an open �eld outside Canton. In 2001, 
Nissan and Mississippi began a journey to build one of the 
most advanced manufacturing facilities in the 
world—right here in the heart of the Magnolia State. 

Fifteen years later, we’re proud to make some of the �nest 
vehicles in America at the Nissan Canton plant. And we’re 
proud to look back at all we’ve achieved with our 
Mississippi friends and neighbors.

Nissan Canton says thank you to our employees, our community 
and our state for 15 years of building our future, and we look 
forward to the next chapter in our Mississippi story.

* “Nissan Canton: A Catalyst for Advanced Automotive Manufacturing in Mississippi.” A study from Mississippi State University. June 2016.

Building Our Future 
in Mississippi

15 Years of 

Find out more at NissanCanton15.com
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601-672-3370 • Visit our website: KeesTreesLLC.com

WELL MAINTAINED TREES IMPROVE YOUR PROPERTY VALUES

You’ll receive prompt, reliable service by highly skilled professionals.
Reasonable rates. Excellent safety record.

WHY CHOOSE KEES TREES?

Pests, diseases, and high heat can damage your trees.  
Catch small problems before they become big ones.  

Call Kees Trees today for an assessment and free estimate.

Residential and Commercial
LICENSED   INSURED   BONDED

4 x 1.75

5-18-18

Keep Canton Beautiful earns national honors
cont. from front page

a drive-by examination of the 
same areas at the same time of 
the year. This provides an indica-
tion of the success of each com-
munity’s anti-littering education 

solutions that help create com-
munities that are socially con-
nected, environmentally healthy 
and economically sound. They 
enrich the communities they 
serve and help create 
opportunities for Amer-
icans to do beautiful 
things.”
“‘Leave it better than 

you found it’ is a say-
ing that I try to practice 
every single day here in 
this city I call home,” 
said Joy Dodson, di-
rector of Keep Canton 
Beautiful.
The Keep America 

Beautiful Community 
Appearance Index-Lit-
ter Index is a tool used 
by its affi liates to visual-
ly assess overall appear-
ance of communities 
through indicators such 
as litter, illegal signs, 
graffi ti, abandoned or 
junk vehicles, and out-
side storage. A team of 
community, business and gov-
ernment representatives con-
ducts the visual analysis using 
a scoring system ranging from 
one to four, with “1” rated as “no 
litter” to “4” being “extremely 
littered.” Each year, affi liates 
grade their communities during 

and other anti-littering programs.
The cost/benefi t analysis mea-

surement tool enables Keep 
America Beautiful affi liates 
to demonstrate their ability to 
leverage community resources 
by determining the dollar value 
returned to the community for 

every dollar invested by govern-
ment.
The Keep America Beautiful 

National Conference, its pre-
mier educational and network-

Joy Dodson, Director of Keep Canton Beautiful, was recognized at the 25th Annual Keep Missis-
sippi Beautiful Awards banquet for winning the Keep Mississippi Beautiful Pat Fordice Award. The 
Pat Fordice Award honors a leader in beautifi cation, recycling, and litter cleanup in Mississippi. 
This award is given in honor of the former First Lady who was a dedicated supporter of Keep Mis-
sissippi Beautiful. Lauren Fordice, the late Pat Fordice’s granddaughter, presented this award to 
Joy Dodson in April 2018. Pictured (l to r) are: Gary Dodson, Joy Dodson, Lauren Fordice.

Special to The Canton News

ing event, brought together more 
than 350 leaders from Keep 
America Beautiful’s national 
network of affi liates, business 
leaders, policymakers and other 
experts who shared innovative 
ideas and proven strategies to 
help end littering, improve re-

cycling, and beautify America’s 
communities.
Keep Canton Beautiful, which 

is operated and managed solely 
by unpaid volunteers, became an 
affi liate of Keep America Beau-
tiful in December 2016. The or-
ganization is primarily funded 
by private contributions, which 
are helping Canton become more 
environmentally healthy, social-
ly connected, and economically 
sound.
Keep America Beautiful, the 

nation’s iconic community im-
provement nonprofi t organiza-
tion, inspires and educates peo-
ple to take action every day to 
improve and beautify their com-
munity environment. Celebrat-
ing its 65th Anniversary in 2018, 
Keep America Beautiful strives 
to end littering, improve recy-
cling and beautify America’s 
communities. We believe every-
one has a right to live in a clean, 
green and beautiful community, 
and shares a responsibility to 
contribute to that vision. 
 Keep Canton Beautiful meets 

monthly at the Canton Welcome 
Center.  To join this group and 
get involved, contact Joy Dod-
son at joydodson@hotmail.com 
or fi nd them on facebook, www.
facebook.com/KeepCanton
Beautiful.
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Nearly all of Canton’s third-grad-
ers passed the recent reading state 
test and will move to fourth grade 
this fall.
The Canton Public School Dis-

trict had a 96% fi rst-time pass 
rate for the exam, often referred 
to as the “Third Grade Gate.” 
Last school year, the district had 
an 88% pass rate.
Mississippi’s Literacy-Based 

Promotion Act requires that all 
third-graders must pass this test 
before they can pass to fourth 
grade, with some exceptions for 
learning disabilities.
Students who don’t pass on the 

fi rst try will be given another 
attempt to take the test. School 
offi cials say that CPSD expects 

to be at an almost 100% pass rate 
when the students retest.
The district says that, before the 

school year ended, CPSD students 
received “summer reading pack-
ets” containing the lists of books 
that students at all grade levels 
should read during the summer. 
The packet can be found at www.
cantonschools.net under the link 
titled “Summer Reading Packet 
2018.”
School offi cials say that the 

Canton Public Library will help 
parents and students fi nd the 
appropriate books for summer 
reading.
The CPSD Offi ce of Curriculum 

and Instruction can be reached at 
601-859-6720 for further infor-
mation.

3rd graders pass gate test

Connect 
with us on our 
facebook

page cantonnews

GET SOCIAL
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Velma Jackson High School juniors Justin Kelly and Wendalyn Towner received
scholarships presented by Madison County Business League & Foundation Youth
leadership Committee Member Rochelle Culp-Thompson for their participation 
in the 2017-18 program.  Pictured (l to r): are Kelly, Culp-Thompson and Towner.

VJHS gets scholarships
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Supporting Investors

Patron Investors

Key Investors

100 Depot Drive
Canton, MS 39046
(601) 859-5816
www.canton-mississippi.com

Ambassador of the Month

Chamber 
President

PAMELA 
CONFER

Executive
Director

TOYA L.
VEALS

Vibha Vig, MDVibha Vig, MD
I love working with the Chamber members to show 
the world how great our city of Canton is, especially 
our warm and hospitable businesses, our rich and 
diverse history and culture, our schools and health-
care facilities.

LAW ENForCEMENT 

Thank you to the following businesses for participating in 
Law Enforcement Appreciation Week; BankPlus, CMU, Domi-
no's Pizza, Families First of MS, Renasant Bank, Sunshine Chil-
dren's Clinic and Trustmark Bank.

10/14/63 - 1/18/18

REmembering REMEMBEriNG

Rev. Sgt Linda LuckettRev. Sgt Linda Luckett

ApprECIATIoN WEEK
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Canton Academy held graduation for the class of 2018 on campus Friday, May 11, 2018. Graduated included (l to r) first row: Bianca Appuzo, Alexis Guth, Macy Gordy 
(Valedictorian), Samiyah Williams, Virginia Grace Lavender, Kristen Osborne, London Hunt, Lyric Stewart; second row: Colson Lambert, Brayden Brumfield, Sarah Grace 
Thompson, Harris Coleman, Sydney Thomason, Jordan Windham, Mia Riley, Austin Green, Tori Denson, Ryan Lindsey, Anna McNeer (Salutatorian), Patrick Sandridge, 
Sadie McCann, Matthew Dinkins, Nathan Earnhart; and third row: Travis Smith, Joseph McLean, Kyle Kindred, Andrew Hankins, Kade Pigg, Hayden Vaughn, Garret 
Clack, Chris Clanton, Keaton Permenter, Jackson Vance.

Canton Academy announces the Class of 2018

195 E. Peace Street | 276 Nissan Parkway | 601.859.3939 | 877.727.4780 

We can also handle 
your postal needs 
7 days a week 
8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays

www.msdiscountdrugs.com
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© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports  
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM

First Presbyterian 
Church

202 East Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

m m

Weekly Worship 
      Schedule

Canton Academy announces top seniors of ‘18

Canton Academy recently held its commencement exercises on campus.  During the ceremony, Head of School Ron Jurney announced the two students that have 
earned the highest averages in the senior class based on academic credits earned for graduation.  The Valedictorian for the 2018 senior class is Macy Gordy.  She is 
the daughter of Brent and Janet Gordy. Gordy will be attending Holmes Community College in the fall on an academic scholarship.The Salutatorian for the 2018 senior 
class is Anna McNeer.  She is the daughter of Billy and Carol McNeer. McNeer will be attending East Central Community College in the fall, where she will continue her 
softball career.

Special to The Canton NewsSpecial to The Canton News
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OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

• Fenced & 
Lighted

201 N. Hargon St.

• Electronic 
Gate Access

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3433

• Security
   Cameras

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ACCESS

Canton Academy recently held its awards day ceremony on campus.  The award 
for Highest Class Average are given in recognition of the students who have main-
tained the highest overall average in all of their classes for the entire year. Canton 
Academy winners are (pictured l to r) 7th Grade Reese Willis, 8th Grade John 
Hollis Hutchinson, 9th Grade Heaven McNalty, 10th Grade Bethany Biggers, 11th 
Grade Betsy Pace. 

Canton Academy award day

LUNCH | DINNER

1038 E. Peace St. Canton, MS 39046

(601) 407-6217

SF
Specializing in Mexican | American Cuisine

Special to The Canton News

Shirley D. Simmons Middle School is celebrating an increase in the number of 
students participating in the Duke University Talent Identification Program (Duke
TIP). The school recently announced that twenty-three percent of their seventh 
grade students have qualified for the Scholastic Talent Search Program, which is 
sponsored by Duke University. Seventh grade students who scored at or above 
the 95th percentile on any part of the state mandated assessments are selected 
to become a Duke Scholar. Pictured are (l to r), front row: Anasthasia Brown, Laila 
Young, Jeremiah T. Harris, RaKyah Hawkins, Octavia Johnson, Khadijah Smith, 
Kohl Griffin and Justin Clerk; and back row: Bryon Perry, Ciara Kiner, Carltavious 
Ross, Reginald Collins, Devion Jones and Jarvious Ousley.

Duke students selected
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33rd Annual 
MISSISSIPPI 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
HOT AIR BALLOON FEST

June 28 – 30, 2018
Fun-filled weekend for the entire family!

Competitive Balloon Races | Fun Flights | Balloon Glows
Firework Presentations | Children’s Activities | Delicious Food

Live Entertainment

WWW.BALLOONCANTON.COM
For more information call:

601.859.1307 | 800.844.3369 
Presented by Canton Tourism in collaboration with:

The City of Canton | The City of Ridgeland
The Good Samaritan Center

 Mid-Mississippi Balloon Association 

Lions club civic organization forms positive culture
Special to The Canton News

The Canton Lions Club is 75+ 
years old.  Lions Internation-
al is the world’s largest service 
organization, with 1.4+ million 
members. The Lions’ Mission 
Statement is “To empower vol-
unteers to serve their communi-
ties, meet humanitarian needs, 
encourage peace and promote 
international understanding 
through Lions clubs.”
 Regional and national programs 

that receive assistance through 
Canton Lions include White 
Cane, Mid-South Lions, Lead-
er Dog, Addie McBryde, Lions 
Club International Foundation, 
Lions Band and Mississippi Eye 
Bank.  The Lions of Canton also 
have helped 11 people locally to 
receive eye glasses this year, sent 
four Canton High School boys 
to the Boys Leadership Confer-
ence, provided an essay contest 
for all the local high school stu-
dents and awarded $1,000 schol-
arships to the essay winners at 
Canton High, Velma Jackson and 
Canton Academy.  
Every spring since 1976, the 

Canton civic projects have been 

funded mainly through an annu-
al auction and chicken bar-b-que 
dinner.  This year, seventy-two 
donors contributed to the auc-
tion.  Members and friends gath-
ered early the day of the event 
at the First United Methodist 
Church to help Danny Murphy 
grill 600+ chicken halves. 
Other members, 
friends (special 
thanks to Frank 
Carter), and fam-
ily provided and 
dished up des-
serts and side 
items for the 
dinner, which 
began at 5 
p.m.  The auction 
always follows 
the dinner. 
Marketing for the 

event includes adver-
tisements on WMGO, ban-
ners around the courthouse 
square, fl yers in storefronts, 
and by word-of-mouth.  For the 
2018 event, to ensure the guests 
stayed around until the end of 
the auction, a 55” television was 
given as a door prize.  Manuel 
Oliveros won the TV, and Alli-

son Gilmore won the drawing 
for the $500 cash.  
After all these years, the auction 

and bar-b-que are ingrained into 
Canton’s culture.  It has become 
a great reunion where Canto-
nians come together to catch up 
and to enjoy a wonderful BBQ 

meal and good-humored 
fellowship.  Guests 

remember the moist, 
smoked chicken; 

others rave about 
the wonderful 
potato salad and 
some come ear-
ly to get their 
favorite des-

sert.  The best 
part for Lions Club 
Members is when 
an auction item is 

just what two peo-
ple want, thus making the 

auction competitive.  
 The club members are 

very grateful for the donors 
and friends who support the 
fund-raising efforts each year.  
The club meets every Wednes-
day at the original Penn’s Fish 
House on Highway 43.  The 
meeting begins at noon.  Web-

ster Ford will continue as pres-
ident until July, when Bobby 
Long will take over the lead for 
the 2018-2019 Lions Club year.  
Those who are interested in 

becoming a Lion and enrich-
ing the lives of fellow citi-
zen are welcome to come as a 
guest.  Ford suggests showing 
up around 11:30 to visit with 
long time like James Chandler, 
Maureen Simpson, Timmy Pick-
ett, Morris Taylor, Gil Kyker 
or Melvin Ray.  New members 
like Shelia Spann and Kathy 
Hammack, who only joined 
in 2018, may also be familiar.  
Chan Chandler, Darlene Austin, 
Tamika Liddell, Daniel Logan, 
Moses Thompson, Simon Col-
lier, Tom Corlett, Arnel Bolden, 
Bill Power, David Robertson, 
Todd Rhinewalt, Tonja Johnson, 
Al Sami, Richard Case, Jon Har-
len, Christine Greenwood, Mark 
and Marty Hopson are also 
names that locals may recog-
nize.  This is not a complete list 
of the members, but the Canton 
Lions is a group of distinguished 
citizens.  They are having a good 
time as they meet the needs both 
here and around the world.  
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Accepts all Insurance, Medicaid, CHIPS

Goodloe Dental
Erika C. Goodloe, DMD
1207 Peace Street 
601.859.9595

Routine Cleaning
Exams
Extractions
Fillings/Restorations
Crowns
Emergency Dental Care

Adults/Children

Family Dentistry in Canton for 14 Years

Monday-Thursday 
9:00 - 5:00 
Friday 
9:00 - 12:00 
Office Hours 
by Appointment

Hours:
Walk-ins Welcome

Services:

Davidson
MARBLE     GRANITE WORKSAND

SINCE 1937

MONUMENTS, CASKETS, 
BRONZE GRAVEMARKERS

Preneed or At-Need Purchasing
Our prices are better and installation is included

601-859-4624    1-800-844-4624
Exit 119 · I-55 S. E. Frontage Road

Canton, MS  39056

www.davidsonmarbleandgranite.com

We also do cemetery 
lettering and repair work

Preneed or At-Need Purchasing

Autographed books
from your favorite authors ww

w.
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s.c
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Jud Meaders, owner

Email:  academystreetstudio@gmail.com | 
rootintootin@mac.com

Phone: 601-668-0678
website:  academystreetstudio.com

Academy Street Studio, LLC

McLean honored at CA
Special to The Canton News

Joseph McLean was recently 
inducted into the Canton Acad-

emy Hall of 
Fame. Being 
inducted into 
The Hall of 
Fame is the 
highest honor 
a graduating 
senior at Can-
ton Academy 
can receive. 
To qualify, a 

student must exemplify the qual-
ities of scholarship, leadership, 
character, and service. They must 
maintain a 90 or above average 
for their four years of high school 

and must have been outstanding 
in all phases of activity within the 
school. They must accumulate 170 
points in academic and extracur-
ricular activities using a scale of 1 
- 10 points per activity. Only 130 
Canton Academy graduates have 
attained the honor of being elected 
to the Hall of Fame. 
In addition to being inducted 

into the Academic Hall of Fame, 
McLean was also inducted into 
the Canton Academy Sports Hall 
of Fame.  McLean will attend the 
University of Mississippi, where 
he has been accepted into the 
Center for Manufacturing Excel-
lence program.  McLean is the 
son of Charlie and Mary Elizabeth 
McLean from Canton.

Special to The Canton News

Lions Club scholarships

Special to The Canton News

Pictured with the presenter/Lions Club president/Lions Club representative/etc, 
Kayla Wilkes (center) are the students who were awarded the Lions Club Schol-
arship, Anna McNeer (left) and Kyla Harris (right).
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Join Us for Easter 
Services on 

Sunday, April 16 at 
8:00a.m. & 10:15a.m.

Special Breakfast at 
9a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

 
He is Risen

Sunday Small Groups

Morning Worship

10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Nights
6:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Children & Youth Activities
Choir Rehersal

8:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

601-855-0017
bearcreekstorage.net 
2633 South Liberty Street
Canton, MS 39046
bcreekstorage@bellsouth.net
info@bearcreekstorage.net

When your stuff needs to hibernate

S
T O R A G

E

Crews graduates AFA
Special to The Canton News

Canton native Turner Crews 
recently graduated from the Unit-

ed States 
Air Force 
Academy 
in Colorado 
Springs, Col-
orado.  Crews 
received his 
Bachelor 
of Science 
degree in 
management 

and was commissioned as Second 
Lieutenant on May 23, 2018.
Upon completion of his four year 

degree at the Air Force Acade-
my, he will  report to Vance Air 
Force Base near Enid, Oklahoma, 
in July, where he will begin pilot 
training in February, 2019.  Once 
Crews completes this training, he 
will be assigned to a base where he 
will serve his country as a pilot in 
the United States Air Force.
When asked what made him want 

to join the military, Crews stated, 
“I’ve always wanted to go to the 
military.  Both of my grandfathers 
and my uncle were in the military.  

I grew up wanting to become a 
pilot.  I found out about the United 
States Air Force Academy early in 
my junior year at Canton Acade-
my.  I knew it would be very hard, 
but earning your keep while get-
ting a massive scholarship and the 
opportunity to serve my country 
really appealed to me.”
Crews also stated “for those that 

want to serve: there are many ways 
to serve.  Whether enlisting, going 
to the academy or doing ROTC or 
OCS, they are all wonderful ave-
nues that can open many doors 
for you.”  One of the best pieces 
of advice Crews says he was giv-
en while at the academy was: there 
are two different reasons that you 
develop while you’re serving.  
There is a reason for you to step 
up, and there is a reason for you to 
stay in.  Find the reasons for both, 
and hold onto them.
Crews is the son of Jim and Alli-

son Crews and the grandson of 
Bill and Billie Grogan and the late 
Nancy Grogan, all of Canton and 
Jimmy and Elaine Crews of Mem-
phis, Tennessee.  Crews is a 2014 
graduate of Canton Academy.

Special to The Canton News

cont. from front page

Special to The Canton News

TSA students compete

Three Shirley D. Simmons Middle School students in the school’s Technology 
Student Association (TSA) program recently placed third in Inventions and Inno-
vations at the Technology Student Association state competition. They include (l 
to r) Damyia Vaughn, Carsyn Day and Shekia Page. The students will compete at 
the National Technology Student Association competition June 22-26 in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

Canton Auto Sales & Services

“Your JOB

is YOUR

Credit!”

Easy NO Credit check �nancing

3423 N. Liberty St.
Canton, MS 39046

601-391-3362

•  We do oil change, A / C, check engine lights,
   brakes, suspension work and more.

• We can also service your current Automobile!

• WE WANT TO EARN 
YOUR  BUSINESS!

Magnolia Carpet, Inc.
601-540-7274

• Deep Extraction Steam Cleaning
• Repair & Stretching

Luckett appointed 
new superintendent
of Education establishing an al-
ternative route for qualifi cations 
of superintendents and interim 
superintendents,” said Waldrop.
Luckett served as superinten-

dent of Canton schools from 
2006 until 2014, when he re-
tired.
Luckett recently served as inter-

im principal of Nichols Middle 
School at the request of former 
superintendent Williams. In just 
six months, Luckett stabilized 
the school, improving its culture 
and climate and moved it from 
an “F” to a “D.” This helped the 
district’s overall rating go from 
an “F” to a “D” rating.
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All your GARDEN & FISHINGAll your GARDEN & FISHINGAll your GARDEN & FISHING
needs!

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

Summer tips for trees
By Guest Columnist, Terry Kees

Caring for your trees is much 
like caring for your home and 

your health.  
It is import-
ant to catch 
small prob-
lems before 
they become 
big ones.  
Harsh heat, 
drought, pest 
infestations, 
and more, 

can damage your trees during 
the summer months.
This is a good time to have a 

professional evaluate the health 
of your landscape trees.  You 
can also inspect them your-
self, looking for any signs of 
disease, illness, or pests. Any 
time you see diseased, dead, or 
damaged branches, they should 
be pruned for both the health of 
the tree and for safety reasons.  
Pruning your trees is import-

ant to promoting healthy 
growth, maintaining the 
desired shape of the tree, and 
keeping your property beau-
tiful.  Healthy, attractive trees 

increase property value, as well 
as providing shade and beau-
ty.  Specifi c methods should be 
used for pruning and thinning, 
so be sure and have a trusted 
tree care professional handle 
the task for you.  Sometimes 
an entire tree may need to be 
removed.  Perhaps it has died, 
or it may be too close to your 
house or other structures,   
Toward the end of the sum-

mer season, you should prepare 
your trees for the fall and win-
ter months.  Inspect them again 
for any dead spots or signs of 
disease or pests.  Mature trees 
usually do not require a sup-
port system, but young trees 
that are not yet well established 
and those weakened by drought 
may require cabling and brac-
ing to help them withstand win-
ter winds and storms.  Cabling 
can prevent branch breakage 
and split trunks.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Terry Kees 
is the owner of Kees Trees, 
LLC. and is happy to answer 
questions.  He can be reached 
at 601-874-2671.

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Madison County Business League & Foundation Executive Director Jan Collins 
presented Madison County Youth Leadership scholarships to Canton Academy 
juniors Betsy Pace and Jacob Carter, who participated in the 2017-18 program.  
Madison County Youth League is sponsored by the Madison County Business 
League & Foundation and Madison County Economic Development Authority. 
Pictured (l to r) are: Betsy Pace, Jan Collins and Jacob Carter.

MCBL & F scholarships

Summer meals for free

Through June 29, Canton 
children can have a free sum-
mer meal or two each day. 
From Monday through Friday, 
breakfast will be served at Por-
ter/Goodloe, Canton High and 
Canton Elementary schools 
from 7 until 8 a.m.
Lunch is served at Porter/

Goodloe, Canton High, Can-
ton Elementary, Nichols Mid-
dle and St. Paul schools on 
Monday through Friday from 
11 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Lunch is also being served for 

children at the Canton Pub-
lic Library from 11 a.m. until 
noon Monday through Friday.
All children between the ages 

of one and seventeen are eli-
gible to receive a free break-
fast and lunch daily during 
this period. The child does 
not need to be a student to 
receive the meals, and there is 
no paperwork to complete or 
eligibility form to fi ll out.
The program is sponsored 

by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture. For more 
information, visit www.usda.
gov.

Special to The Canton News
Special to The Canton News
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YOUR AD 
HERE

Did you know the The Canton News is mailed
 to every home and business in the

Madison County zip code of 39046?FREE
• The Canton News o�ers 100% market saturation to the City of 
Canton and surrounding area.

 • A quarter page full color ad in The Canton News costs about 2 
cents per paper and less than a penny per reader!

• Based on Mississippi Press Association data, our readership is over 
20,000!! 

To   learn   more   about   advertising   in   the  Canton  News,   
please   contact:  Jo  anderson   |   601-667-4667   or   News@cantonnews.net

Welcome New Advertisers

We truly appreciate all our advertisers who place their trust in us to help promote and grow their business.  We also would love 
to work with your business, church or organization if the Canton area is a place you want  to reach everyone to market your 
goods and services. 

printed   each

15,000   papers   are   
issue!! 

   OSBoRNSELF STORAGE 
Santa   fe

Grille & BAr

  Canton  Auto  
Sales / 

magnolia   
carpet

Brick 

street

pops
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                   CANTON 

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

DISCOUNT DRUGS

Special to The Canton News

Rev. Alvin Doyle, Pastor
Marcus Peagler, Music Director

Sunday School 
9:00 a.m.

Worship
10:15 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Discipleship Training
5:00 p.m.

Midweek Service
6:00 p.m.

Come join us!

May 4 - 7
7:00 p.m.

May 5 - 6
12:00 p.m.

Annual Garage Sale for Missions

All our proceeds go to help with missions.

Vacation Bible School
June 11-13

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Theme: Game On
Ages: 4 year old – 6th grade

Center Terrace Baptist Church
Canton, Mississippi

605 East Peace Street  | 601-859-4186

I want to share a devotion that I 
read recently. I know that in the 

month of June 
Father’s Day 
is usually 
highlighted. I 
certainly want 
to do that but 
I also want to 
share a story I 
read concern-
ing a Husband 
and his wife:

My wife buried her face in my 
chest and through heaving sobs 
uttered one word: WHY? I didn’t 
have an answer. We had just lost 
our second child to a miscarriage, 

and our whole world was shat-
tered. Pain from the loss was the 
only reality we knew. Why did 
this happen again? In the moment, 
all I could do was refl ect on and 
respond to the truth of God’s 
Word. I hugged my wife tighter 
and whispered: “The Lord gives 
and the Lord takes away. Blessed 
be the name of the Lord.”
It was not sanctimonious pride 

that caused me to utter words of 
another father who had lost all of 
his children. It was a cry against 
the effects of a sinful and painful 
world. It was a declaration of trust 
in the only One I knew who could 
mend our broken hearts. 
We have all faced pains associ-

ated with living in a fallen world. 
My experience was not of the same 

Following the Father as a father the month of June
By Guest Columnist Pastor Guy Odom,
First Baptist Canton

caliber as Job’s. He lost all 10 of 
his children at the same time. And 
doubtlessly there are those who 
have experienced more and less 
pain than I have. However, it is not 
the degree of pain we experience 
that is the issue, but the degree of 
pain to which we press into God’s 
grace. As Job’s confession relates, 
God is greater than all the pain that 
is generated by this world. For my 
wife and I, the scars of our two 
miscarriages and imprinted upon 
our hearts. But God’s mercy and 
blessing are dearer to us now than 
before our losses. Further, we have 
the hope that when this evil and 
fallen world is fi nally abolished, 
we will one day see our children.
“When pain is to be born, a lit-

tle courage helps more than much 

knowledge, a little human sympa-
thy more than much courage, and 
the least tincture of the love of God 
more than all.” C.S. Lewis. 
Job 1:21 says, “The Lord gives, 

and the Lord takes away. Blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” 
Being a Father and Husband can 

be diffi cult, but God puts us there 
to be an example of the Lord in 
whatever life deals us. God will 
help us! 
Happy Father’s Day,
-Pastor Guy

EDITOR’S NOTE: Guy Odom 
has been pastor at First Baptist 
Church of Canton since 2012. He 
and his wife, Tommi, have two 
sons, Ely and Cy. He is originally 
from Vicksburg.

Special to The Canton News

Bring home the savings,
along with excellent

service. See why we are
The Nation’s #1 home

and auto insurer
CALL OR STOP BY TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE!

601-859-8554
www.arnelbolden.com 

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent


