
fered their parish hall, making the 
necessary accommodations to al-
low for smooth functioning and 
allowing them to stay as long as 
needed. 
The ministry remained at Grace 

until three families, who prefer to 
remain anonymous, came togeth-
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Special to The Canton NewsMississippi College students volunteering at Our Daily Bread.

Our Daily Bread is a ministry that 
began with the sole purpose of glo-
rifying God through feeding Mad-
ison County residents, not only 
physically, but also spiritually.  
Jackson Stewpot had been in op-

eration for many years, but there 
was an urgent need in Madison 
County, specifi cally Canton, for 
its residents to have access to a 
nutritious, daily meal. Canton 
resident Jud Medders had the ini-
tial idea to start a food ministry 
in town and reached out to Rev-
erend Frank Spencer, the director 
of Jackson Stewpot at that time. 
Medders, Spencer, Sister Mary 
Anne Poeschl (Holy Child Jesus 
Catholic Church), Alice Scott, Bill 
Franklin and several others met to 
brainstorm about what they could 
do in Madison County. 

By Lori Lycette As a result, Madison County 
Stewpot was born in 2002, with 
Daphne Cain as the director. They 
originally worked out of St. Paul 
AME Zion Church in Canton. Af-
ter fi ve years of being a subunit 
of Stewpot, they branched out to 
become a standalone nonprofi t or-
ganization, which was named Our 
Daily Bread Ministries. They still 
partner with Jackson Stewpot in 
the fi ght against hunger but are no 
longer directly affi liated. 
Our Daily Bread was eventually 

moved to the gym at Holy Child 
Jesus, which needed repairs and 
an industrial kitchen installed, so 
fundraisers were held to bring the 
building up to par. Holy Child sold 
the school and gym, and the new 
owner allowed the food ministry to 
remain for about a year. 
Reverend Beth Foose of Grace 

Episcopal Church graciously of-

er in April 2017 to purchase the 
building where Our Daily Bread 
currently resides. A kitchen and 
food storage area were both added 
to accommodate the large volume 
of food necessary to prepare and 
serve over 60,000 meals annually. 

Our Daily Bread food ministry is still feeding souls

photos cont. on page 2

The Council of Chief State 
School Offi cers (CCSSO) recent-

ly gathered 
state chiefs, 
experts in 
reading and 
others for 
a national 
summit at 
the Hilton in 
Washington, 
D.C., focus-
ing on effec-

tive approaches to improving lit-
eracy skills for all students and the 
important role states must play. 
A Canton Public School District 
(CPSD) teacher who had a 100% 
3rd Grade Gate Pass Rate for fi rst-
time test-takers in 2017-2018 and 
a 96% rate in 2018-2019 served 
on the panel. 

Special to The Canton News Kara Paige, a McNeal Elementa-
ry School Reading teacher, spoke 
on a panel with literacy experts 
and national partners in order to 
enhance collective understanding 
of strategies proven to improve lit-
eracy skills for students and begin 
to identify action steps state lead-
ers can take to improve reading 
outcomes for all students. Paige 
has elaborated on how CPSD has 
taken strides to improve litera-
cy by implementing the Phonics 
First Program, among using other 
strategies and the gains that its el-
ementary schools have made over 
the last few years.
Leaders developed strategies for 

students whose reading ability is 
below their grade level. The latest 
results from the Nation’s Report 
Card show that many of our na-
tion’s young people are struggling 
in the area of literacy. Improving 

Canton teacher serves on Washington, D.C., panel
literacy levels requires a multi-
prong approach, and through ro-
bust roundtable discussions, the 
summit will explore the need for 
high-quality instructional materi-
als and aligned professional learn-
ing, alignment with early child-
hood education, as well as the 
need to support effective teacher 
preparation programs.
“State education leaders recog-

nize the urgency of improving lit-
eracy for all kids. This convening 
will bring forward the strong ex-
isting research-base on the issue 
and surface effective approaches 
underway in states to fi nd ways to 
bridge the gap between research, 
policy, and practice and drive pos-
itive change,” said Carissa Moffat 
Miller, CCSSO’s executive direc-
tor, in preparation for the event.
The one-day event was the be-

ginning of a concentrated effort 

for CCSSO, with continued dis-
cussions at CCSSO’s Legislative 
Conference in Washington, D.C., 
this spring, and the ultimate goal 
of creating a playbook outlining 
the most important state levers 
to engage to lead to meaningful 
gains from students. State chiefs 
from Wyoming, Mississippi, 
District of Columbia, Nebraska, 
South Carolina, North Dakota, 
Arkansas, Pennsylvania, Vermont 
and Rhode Island participated in 
the discussion along with national 
literacy experts and other educa-
tion advocates.
The Council of Chief State 

School Offi cers (CCSSO) is a 
nonpartisan, nationwide, non-
profi t organization of public of-
fi cials who head departments of 
elementary and secondary educa-
tion in the states, the District of 
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Kara Paige

cont. on page 5
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8:30-12:30 Sat
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1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046
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Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 

l
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Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

1-866-835-3416
dental50plus.com/92

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card ful� lled by Protect Your Home through third-party provider, Mpell, upon installation of a security system and execution of monitoring contract. $4.95 shipping and 
handling fee, gift cards can take up to 8 weeks to arrive after following the Mpell redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month 
($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT 
Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended 
Limited Warranty. ADT Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or activation of an 
ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or maintenance of 
any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available 
in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE + VIDEO: ADT Pulse + Video installation 
is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract required from ADT Pulse + Video: $59.99 per month, ($2,159.64), including Quality Service Plan (QSP). Doorbell camera may not be available in all 
areas. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. 
Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, 
Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are 
an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm veri� cation. Prices 
subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and 
may not re� ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-19-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725 AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, 
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LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-866-216-5805
Ask about same-day 

installation!
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Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1

home security company in the U.S.

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM
New customers only. Early termination
 fee applies. Installation starts
 at $99 with 36 month
                monitoring agreement. 
                See all o� er details below.

VISA® GIFT CARD
From Protect Your Home
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL
—$139 Value
DOORBELL CAMERA
When you upgrade to ADT 
Pulse® + Video —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all o� er details below.

Save Now On Home Security

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Save Now On Home Security
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Our Daily Bread food ministry is still feeding souls
cont. from front page

In November 2014, Daphne Cain 
stepped down as director to be with 
her family, but her blood, sweat 
and tears had paved the way for 
Shavetta Lefl ore to fi ll her shoes. 
“I had been a schoolteacher and 

assistant band director and was 
working very long hours. I asked 
God to show me my gifts and 
strengths. I had always been drawn 
to underprivileged people and had 
a passion for helping people. I’ve 
had to fi nd balance between work 
and family. I know it was God who 
led me here,” said Lefl ore of her 
calling to this ministry. 
“We serve everybody, but we pri-

marily serve the black community. 
We provide a free noon meal to 
low-income families, senior citi-
zens, disabled and homeless indi-
viduals in Madison County, most 
of whom live in the Canton area. 
We serve lunch to at least 200 peo-
ple a day, many more during the 
summer when the children are out 
of school, and that includes 129 on 
the daily route to elderly and dis-
abled,” added Lefl ore.
“Sometimes it is devastating to 

know that we survive solely on 

donations. It puts us in a bind be-
cause we aren’t federally funded. 
We depend on local churches and 
businesses,” said Lefl ore. “The 
food cost runs about $100,000 a 
year, so we partner with different 
businesses. Nissan and Canton 
Discount Drugs are some of our 
biggest monetary 
donors, just to 
name a few.”
Lefl ore also said 

they hold three 
annual fundrais-
ers…the “Hawai-
ian Breeze Draw-
down” and silent 
auction; also a 5k 
color walk/run, 
which is held each 
November; and the 
Christmas Drive 
for the elderly and 
disabled, which is 
held in October through Decem-
ber.
“In March of 2018, Nissan bless-

ed us with a brand new 2018 cargo 
van to deliver meals and to pick 
up donations. During Christmas-
time, Puckett Machinery in Jack-

son provides a Christmas dinner. 
The owner, Richard Puckett, along 
with many of his employees, pro-
vide the food, cook it on site and 
serve,” said Lefl ore.
She added that every Christmas, 

Chapel of the Cross of Madison 
donates over 700 turkeys and box-

es of food for 
residents to pre-
pare at home.
“My main two 

goals are to 
bring awareness 
to food hun-
ger in the hopes 
of helping our 
community with 
our feeding pro-
gram and to con-
tinue this min-
istry for years 
to come. We 
hope to do that 

through fundraising and speaking 
engagements and inviting others 
to come in and see what we actu-
ally do here,” said Lefl ore. “We’re 
still here by the grace of God, and 
we hope we don’t go anywhere 
anytime soon. We depend on the 

public to keep us going, and if it 
wasn’t for the local businesses, 
churches and other organizations, 
we probably wouldn’t have made 
it this long.”  
From day one, the mission of 

Our Daily Bread has been to bring 
awareness to healthy eating and 
to aid in hunger relief in the local 
communities through God, good 
works and deeds. And to this day, 
Lefl ore, with the help of her staff, 
board members, donors and volun-
teers, strives to keep the original 
vision and mission of being the 
hands and feet of Jesus very much 
alive.  
Our Daily Bread is a 501(c)3 non-

profi t organizations. For questions 
about volunteering or making a 
donation, call 601-859-9211 or 
email ourdailybreadms@att.net. 
Food donations in the form of in-
dustrial sized canned goods are al-
ways needed. Monetary donations 
are always welcome and may be 
dropped off at 313 West Franklin 
Street, mailed to P.O. Box 1021, 
Canton, MS 39046 or on the web-
site ourdailybreadms.org and click 
donate. 

Special to The Canton News

Juanita Credle (left) of Canton United Meth-
odist Church with Our Daily Bread Director 
Shavetta Lefl ore (right).

http://dental50plus.com/92
mailto:ourdailybreadms@att.net
http://ourdailybreadms.org/
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State Farm is there.

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

601-859-8554
www.arnelbolden.com 

®

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

= Savings

Car
+ Home

Jud Meaders, owner

Email:  academystreetstudio@gmail.com | 
rootintootin@mac.com

Phone: 601-668-0678
website:  academystreetstudio.com

Academy Street Studio, LLC

The Canton Library has partnered 
with the 20/20 Vision Girls Group, 
which consists of girls, ranging 
in age from eleven to seventeen. 
The group was founded by Kathy 
Amos of SafeHouse Ministries, 
who is the reigning Mrs. Black 
America Sr., CEO of Business 
Empowered Mississippi, an au-
thor, certifi ed coach, speaker and 
trainer. Amos co-hosted this event 
with Sue Magee-Davis, a certifi ed 
coach and CEO of Empowered 
Youth Marketplace and who is also 
the mother of New Orleans Saints 
linebacker Demario Davis.  
The mission of 20/20 Vision 

Girls Group is to bring girls into 
an awareness of their passions and 
purpose. The group teaches them 
to practice daily to dream and 
set goals using a scrapbook and 

Special to The Canton News

20/20 Vision Girls Group has meeting

214 W Center St.
Canton, MS 39046
WWW.GoodloeConstruction.COM

GoodloeLLC@AOL.COM
Phone: (601)750 8482

Fax: (601) 859 8379

Goodloe Construction Co

Delbert Goodloe Sr.

Our Daily Bread food ministry is still feeding souls

journal to track their journey. The 
group meets the second Saturday 
of each month at the library and is 
open for new girls to participate. 
The next meeting is Saturday, Feb-
ruary 8, where they will cover spir-

itual life and career. If you have a 
girl aged eleven to seventeen, who 
you would like to join the group or 
are interested in starting a group in 
your area, email safehouseinqui-
ry@gmail.com.

Special to The Canton News20/20 Vision Girls Group meeting at the Canton Library

Children in central Mississippi 
and the Mississippi Delta in need 
of mental or behavioral health ser-
vices can quickly benefi t from a 
telehealth program offered through 
the University of Mississippi Med-
ical Center (UMMC).
In conjunction with the Mississip-

pi Department of Mental Health, 
UMMC is offering the federally 
funded program CHAMP, or Child 
Access to Mental Health and Psy-
chiatry. Primary care providers 
and pediatricians, especially those 
in areas with few or no psychiatric 
providers, can take advantage of 
the service via a phone line. 
When a primary care provider 

calls the CHAMP phone number, a 
UMMC mental health professional 
will be available to assist them and 
provide them with a consultation, 
or if needed, schedule a consulta-
tion with the appropriate provider. 
The goal is to help the provider 

Special to The Canton News

Mental health consults offered by UMMC
be more equipped to address their 
pediatric patient’s mental health 
needs. 
“Instead of a family having to 

wait for an appointment with a 
mental health professional, 
and then travel for what 
could be hours for some 
families in the Delta, 
the child’s primary care 
provider can call us,” 
said Dr. Dustin Sarver, 
associate professor of 
pediatrics and a clinical 
child psychologist.
Consultations will be of-

fered with an educational fo-
cus and will be provided by child 
and adolescent psychiatrists, psy-
chologists, nurse practitioners or 
a licensed professional counselor, 
depending on the need and request 
of the provider. The team also in-
cludes a resource coordinator and, 

through a partnership with Fami-
lies as Allies, a family partner to 
assist in advocating for the child 
and their family. 
The CHAMP team will assist the 
provider with screening infor-

mation, medication manage-
ment, diagnosis, resources 
and referrals when needed. 
That expert assistance will 
enable the local physician 
or caregiver to provide pa-
tients with better treatment 

for issues such as behavior-
al problems, mood disorders 

and other conditions – mean-
ing more families will have access 
to children’s mental health services 
without leaving their community.
The CHAMP consultation line is 

open Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. Primary care providers can 
call 601-984-2080 to reach a mem-
ber of the CHAMP team. 

mailto:ClayMansell@cantonnews.net
mailto:News@cantonnews.net
mailto:Designer@cantonnews.net
mailto:adam@ourhometownpaper.com
http://www.arnelbolden.com/
mailto:academystreetstudio@gmail.com
mailto:rootintootin@mac.com
http://academystreetstudio.com/
http://www.goodloeconstruction.com/
mailto:GoodloeLLC@aol.com
mailto:ry@gmail.com
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We can also handle 
your postal needs
7 days a week
8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

Remember your 
Valentine, stop by for 

all your needs!

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY

Special to The Canton News

Pictured (l to r) are, seated: A’bryionah Waters, Tyrese Payton-Murry, and Ariana Dunbar; 
and standing: Mrs. Teena Ruth, Jamiah Smith, Amira Morment, and Shemar Porter.

The Stock Market Game (SMG) 
simulation is one of the most ef-
fective learning tools available 
about the free enterprise system 
for students in grades four through 
twelve. The program enables 
teams of students to invest a hy-
pothetical $100,000 in the stock 
market over a thirteen-week peri-
od. Winners are determined on the 
percentage return above or below 
S&P 500 growth.  
Out of 100 teams, students from 

the Canton Ninth Grade Acad-
emy (NGA), coached by Teena 
Ruth, were named fi rst and sec-
ond place winners from Region 
3 in the fall high school division 
of the Mississippi Stock Market 
Game. The fi rst place team mem-
bers were Jamiah Smith, Shemar 
Porter and Amira Morment. They 
had a return that was 5.75% above 
the S&P 500, and the portfolio 
grew to $110,285. The second 
place team members were Ari-
ana Dunbar, Tyrese Payton-Murry 
and A’bryionah Waters. They had 
a return of 5.3% above the S&P 

500, and their portfolio grew to 
$109,834. 
 MCEE will award prizes to each 

fi rst and second place team in 
each region from each division to 
be presented at the school’s local 
awards ceremony this spring.
 Teachers have consistently re-

marked about the positive infl u-
ence the SMG has had on their 
students, from better attendance 
and increased engagement and 
participation in class to higher 
test scores and improved academ-
ic performance. A study confi rms 
these anecdotes that the Stock 
Market Game engages students 
and improves academic perfor-
mance, fi nancial knowledge, and 
saving and investing habits.
  The curriculum used in the SMG 

is correlated with Mississippi Col-
lege and Career Ready Standards 
and meets the criteria of a STEM 
program. Teachers report that 
math scores increase when the 
SMG is used in the classroom.
The SMG is made possible by 

the support of more than 600 se-
curities fi rms, combined with 
grass-roots support in schools and 

Special to The Canton News

communities. It is the only stock 
market simulation supported by 
the New York Stock Exchange 
and the Nasdaq Stock Market.  
The Mississippi Council for Eco-

nomic Education (MCEE) envi-
sions a world in which people are 

NGA wins SMG/Stock Market Game competition

empowered through economic, 
entrepreneurship, and fi nancial 
literacy to make informed and re-
sponsible choices throughout their 
lives as consumers, savers, inves-
tors, workers, citizens, and partic-
ipants in our global economy.

http://www.msdiscountdrugs.com/
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Branch scores 30 on ACT

Photo by Lori  Lycette

Canton High School senior JaMichael Branch took the ACT as a junior and scored a 30, 
the highest score that a junior has ever made in the history of the Canton Public School 
District. He is also a High Honor/Honor Roll Scholar, an AP Scholar, president of the Stu-
dent Government Association and a Dual Enrollment student with Holmes Community 
College. Branch’s plans after high school are to complete an HVAC program and one 
day own an HVAC enterprise. His parents are Tamara and Johnny McNulty. Shown with 
Branch is Canton High School Principal Dr. Pamela Self. 

K. Rhodes receives award

Photo by Lori  Lycette

Huey Porter Middle School seventh grader Kristen Rhodes was recently awarded for 
being an exemplary student and for scoring a 27 on the ACT as a sixth grader. She plans 
to continue to take the test in hopes of increasing her score. Pictured receiving the award 
from Canton Mayor William Truly and the Board of Aldermen is Rhodes (center) with her 
family. 

Canton teacher serves on
Washington, D.C., panel

cont. from front page

Department of Defense Education 
Activity, Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation and fi ve U.S. extra-state 
jurisdictions. CCSSO provides 
leadership, advocacy, and tech-
nical assistance on major educa-

tional issues. The Council seeks 
member consensus on major edu-
cational issues and expresses their 
views to civic and professional 
organizations, federal agencies, 
Congress and the public.

Canton Villa 
Apartments

Office Hours
Monday & Wednesday

9:00-5:00
Friday

9:00-3:00

For Information or to place an applicationcall the office number above or come by the office
“This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employernagement.”

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apartments

2021 Hwy 43 N, Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3263 / TTY:711
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In the past few months, our pres-
ent county economic developer 

Joey Deason 
and his staff 
invited some 
of the fi rst 
e c o n o m i c 
developers 
to come and 
share with 
the Madison 
County Eco-

nomic Development Authority 
(MCEDA) the Madison County 
story of economic development. 
John Wallace was one of those in-
vited, and who better to tell that 
story, because he has been look-
ing out for the interest of Madison 
County since Canton Municipal 
Utilities hired him away from En-
tergy back in 1977. One of John’s 
talents is that he is a visionary, 
and his track record proves he is 
a good leader in accomplishing 
visions.

In the world of economic devel-
opment, we are taught that loca-
tion is of the upmost importance 

when recruiting industry. 
Along with the other complex 

parts of economic development, 
like roads, rail, ports, workforce 
and developed property, my ex-
perience has shown that the need 
for a vision of what a community 
wants to accomplish is as vital as 
location. When I began working 
at MCEDA in 1996, John was 
Chairman of the Board. The of-
fi ce staff spent hours under John’s 
leadership, with the board mem-
bers and county mayors taking 
part in visioning sessions discuss-
ing what could be. Time and time 
again, John would encourage us 
to dream BIG. MCEDA looked at 
workforce development in part-
nership with Holmes Communi-
ty College and the high school 
leaders. We worked with land use 
planners to determine the high-
est and best use of each parcel of 
property owned by MCEDA. We 
studied wage rates with the Metro 
economic developers. Even with 
all the planning and charting what 
would put Madison County ahead 
of other industrial sites in the 
Metro area, it was still hard not 

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy to take economic projects as they 
came our way. 
For example, there was a Gen-

eral Motors’ project that offered 
lots of good paying jobs, howev-
er John cautioned us against this 
project because they had strong 
union activity in their plants. He 
also guided us away from a pipe 
distribution company because the 
wages were not at the level MCE-
DA has set for our targeted indus-
try. 
As a staff member of MCEDA, 

John’s advice, and his require-
ment that we stick to the set 
guidelines, didn’t always look 
like sound advice. Especially if 
the project of the day met some 
of the other criteria that we were 
seeking for Madison County.  
Today, looking back over those 

trials of recruiting for Madison 
County, I can plainly see that John 
was right in holding us to the ad-
opted vision…a vision that called 
for the higher paying jobs and not 
selling our industrial property just 
to fi ll the space and notch our belts 
with another project landed. Both 
the union activity and the lack of 

MCEDA continues to uphold their original vision
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Joy Foy

available property would have ex-
cluded our Madison County site 
when Nissan was a project.  
John’s vision for Madison Coun-

ty and his dedicated leadership 
has laid a solid foundation for 
economic development. His in-
sight into the crafting of a coun-
ty-wide economic development 
organization like MCEDA and 
the authority the MCEDA Board 
has in order to make decisions 
was wise in its day, and the wis-
dom is still serving us well in 
this new decade. Just being in the 
right location was not, and never 
will be, enough. The right loca-
tion, along with visionary leaders 
that will stick to the vision, will 
make good things happen.   

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is 
married to James Foy and is a 
retired Economic Developer with 
the Mississippi Development 
Authority. Foy is an active partic-
ipant in the community of Canton. 
She is a member of the Lions Club 
and on the Keep Canton Beautiful 
Committee.

Center Terrace Baptist Church
Canton, Mississippi

605 East Peace Street    601-859-4186

Rev. Alvin Doyle, Pastor
Brenda Quattlebaum, Music Dir.

Sunday
Sunday School 9 a.m.
Worship 10:15 a.m.

Discipleship Training 5 p.m.
Worship 6 p.m.
Wednesday

Midweek Service 6 p.m.

COME AND JOIN US



February 6, 2020 7

BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

120 SouthPointe Dr - Suite D
Byram, MS

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS 

601-684-1798
WE ARE DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 + court cost
          uncontested

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 + court cost

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy recognizes good character

Canton Academy Caring Character recipients, front row (l to r) are: Autumn Martin, 1st 
grade; Sadie Stewart, K5; Axton Hamilton, K4; and Macon Parks, K3; Back row: Ashton 
Teer, 2nd grade; Blake Bitner, 5th grade; Knox Davidson, 6th grade; Addison Penn, 3rd 
grade; and Shelby Corcoran, 4th grade.

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy Positive Behavior recipients, front row (l to r) are: Jolene Belote, 1st 
grade; James Bodine, K5; Kendall Middleton, K3; Nealie Turner, K4; Trustworthiness 
recipients: Brayden Bitner, 4th grade; and back row: Ava Hughes, 3rd grade; Positive 
Behavior: Ellyson Bodine, 2nd grade; Trustworthiness: Lila Thomas, 6th grade; and Krish 
Desai, 5th grade.
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Includes Range Balls for the family. Any Juniors under the age of 18 may 
play for free (walking). If Junior under 18 has a drivers license, they may 
rent a cart for usual rate. All offers on 12 month contract. All new 
MEMBERS must fill out Application & Auto Draft. 

Join now and play free until April 1 (Cart fee only) 

City of Canton employees shown appreciation

Turning Point Community Development Corporation of Mississippi and Canton churches have partnered to host the City of Canton Appreciation Luncheon for the past eleven years, 
feeding over 100 employees every July and December. At the December luncheon at City Hall, Turning Point honored and awarded City of Canton employees Deputy City Clerk Human 
Resources Debra Brown and Building Code Enforcement Director Jimmy Smith with the Community Leadership Award for outstanding leadership as employees. Retiring Assistant 
Police Chief Eddie Brown also received special recognition for thirty-one years of service as an employee of the City of Canton. 

Special to The Canton News Special to The Canton News
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Est. 1954

PHILLIPS
Barnett

Lumber & Home Center
One Stop Building Supply Store

Full Service
Lumber Yard
with Delivery
Capabilities 

Windows & Doors 

Moulding

Insulation 

Owens Corning Shingles 

Drywall 

Paints 

Yeti Coolers 

Hardware

515 West Fulton Street • Canton, MS  39046
(601) 859-2812 • (800) 844-9663 • Fax:  (601) 859-1292

www.phillipslumber.com

Get 2019 and 2020 seasons of NFL SUNDAY TICKET
INCLUDED AT NO EXTRA COST WHEN YOU SWITCH TO DIRECTV.

With CHOICE Package or above. Subscription renews automatically each season at then prevailing rate
(currently $293.94/season) unless you call to cancel within two weeks after the start of the season.

MO.

CHOICE™

All Included Package

For 12 mos. plus taxes w/24-mo. agmt & qualifying AT&T wireless svc 
(min. $50/mo. after discounts for new customers). Autopay & Paperless bill req’d. 
Prices higher in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies.*

■  Stream NFL SUNDAY TICKET live from anywhere with the NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
 APP included  Watch live games wherever you go. Stream every out-of-market game live, every  
 Sunday (select int’l games excluded), from virtually anywhere. Only available in HD.

■ Never miss a touchdown from inside the 20 with RED ZONE CHANNEL® The RED  
 ZONE CHANNEL brings you the �nal yards of every scoring drive around the league on one LIVE  
 channel. Included with NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX.

■ 8-Game Mix Channel Only DIRECTV lets you watch up to 8 live NFL games on one screen,   
 complete with scores and game clock—in amazing HD. And when you want to expand one game  
 onto the full screen, simply highlight and click. Only available in HD.Includes:

■ Over 185 Channels
■ FREE Genie® HD DVR Upgrade

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All Included Pkg., monthly service and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. 
bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discounts start w/in 3 bills. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

877-746-5407
CHOICE 1-YR ALL INCLUDED PACKAGE W/ ELIG. WIRELESS: Ends 1/18/20. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). 1st & 2nd year Pricing: $59.99 for �rst 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then prevailing rate applies (currently $110/mo for CHOICE All Included), unless cancelled or changed prior to end of the promo period. 
Pricing subject to change. $5/mo. autopay/paperless bill discount: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First time credit will include all credits earned since meeting o�er requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 
2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. Eligible Wireless for $10/mo. bundle discount: Consumers only. Sold separately. Reqs new or existing AT&T postpaid svc on elig. plan (excl. Lifeline) on a smartphone, phone or AT&T Wireless Internet device (excl. voice-only AT&T Wireless Internet). Eligible svc must be activated w/in 30 days of TV activation and svc addresses must match 
to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First time credit will include all credits earned since meeting o�er requirements. Must maintain both qualifying svcs to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for bundled services. Includes: CHOICE All Included TV Pkg, monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Exclusions: Price 
excludes Regional Sports Fee of up to $8.49/mo. (which is extra & applies to CHOICE and/or MÁS ULTRA and higher Pkgs.), applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99 one-time & $7/mo. monthly fees for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & 
charges. Di�erent o�ers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit and telco customers. 
DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Some o�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Call for details.
GENERAL WIRELESS: Subj. to Wireless Customer Agmt (att.com/wca). Credit approval req’d. Deposit/Down Payment: may apply. Charges/restrictions: Taxes, Reg.Cost. Recovery Charge (Up to $1.50), other fees and charges, usage, speed, coverage & other restr’s apply per line. See att.com/mobilityfees for details on fees & charges. International and domestic o�-net data 
may be at 2G speeds. AT&T service is subject to AT&T network management policies, see att.com/broadbandinfo for details. 
GENIE HD DVR UPGRADE OFFER: Includes instant rebates on one Genie HD DVR and up to three Genie Minis. Req’s SELECT Pkg or above; ÓPTIMO MÁS Pkg or above; or qual. int’l svc bundle with PREFERRED CHOICE. $99 fee applies for Wireless Genie Mini upgrade. Whole-Home HD DVR functionality req’s an HD DVR connected to one television and a Genie Mini, H25 
HD Receiver(s) or a DIRECTV Ready TV/Device in each additional room. Limit of three remote viewings per HD DVR at a time. Visit directv.com/genie for complete details.
2019 NFL SUNDAY TICKET OFFER: Package consists of all live out-of-market NFL games (based on customer’s service address) broadcast on FOX and CBS. However, games broadcast by your local FOX or CBS a�liate, and select International games, will not be available in NFL SUNDAY TICKET. Games available via remote viewing based on device location. Other conditions 
apply. 2019 NFL SUNDAY TICKET regular full-season retail price is $293.94. 2019 NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX regular full-season retail price is $395.94. Customers activating CHOICE Package or above or MÁS ULTRA Package or above will be eligible to receive the 2019 season of NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX at no additional cost. NFL SUNDAY TICKET subscription will renew 
automatically in 2020 and each season thereafter, provided that DIRECTV carries these services, at the then prevailing rate (currently $293.94/season) unless you call to change or cancel by the date speci�ed in your renewal notice. Up until two weeks after the 2020 season starts, you can cancel anytime and receive any 
applicable refund. To renew NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX, customer must call to upgrade after the 2019 season. Subscription cannot be canceled (in part or in whole) after the �rst two weeks of the season and subscription fee cannot be refunded. Only one game may be accessed remotely at any given time. Compatible device/operating 
system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/n� for a list of compatible devices/system requirements. Short Cuts are available from midnight Sunday ET through midnight Wednesday ET via the NFL SUNDAY TICKET App. For full Mix Channel and interactive functionality, HD equipment model H/HR 21 or later is required. Only 
one game may be accessed from any device at any given time. Compatible device/operating system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/n� for a list of compatible devices/system requirements. Programming, pricing, promotions, restrictions & terms subject to change & may be modi�ed, discontinued 
or terminated at any time without notice. O�ers may not be combined with other promotional o�ers on the same services and may be modi�ed or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all o�ers. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks of the NFL and its a�liates. NFL team names 
and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. NFL: AP Images. ©2019 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Out-of-market games only. 
Select int’l games excluded.

Special to The Canton News

After Pinelake Madison pastor Jason Smitty visited Canton Academy (CA), many of the 
high school students were interested in attending that church. Every first Wednesday, a 
big group of high schoolers shows up and fills almost two rows. After the service, they all 
gather at the front and pray before leaving.

CA students pray after 
Pinelake Madison service

Canton resident Sheree Givens 
was recently named Merit Health 

M a d i s o n ’s 
2019 Em-
ployee of 
the Year. A 
c o m p u t e d 
tomography 
t e c h n i c i a n 
in radiology 
who joined 
Merit Health 

Madison in 2015, her role in the 
radiology department is to obtain 
thorough diagnostic CT scans 
while meeting the diverse needs 
of patients. Co-workers and su-
pervisors describe her approach 
to every situation as a “glass half 
full,” and say that she possesses 
a strong passion for her field, but 
even more notable, makes patients 
feel as if their needs are top prior-
ity. In particular, she has a passion 
for women’s health and wellness 
and has taken steps to become a 

Special to The Canton News
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Sheree Givens

Givens named Merit Health 
Madison Employee of ‘19

certified mammography technician 
in addition to her regular duties. 
Her most recent accomplishment 
was to implement lumbar puncture 
procedures, a multi-faceted pro-
cess that has resulted in increases 
in emergency, surgery and labora-
tory services. 
Kelly Spell of Flora, director of 

health information management, 
was named Non-Clinical Manager 
of the Year, and Darrell Emerson 
of Livingston, director of respira-
tory, was named Clinical Manager 
of the Year. Merit Health Madi-
son Chief Executive Officer Brit 
Phelps said the awards are the 
highest annual honor bestowed on 
outstanding employees. “Sheree, 
Kelly and Darrell exemplify the 
high caliber of professionalism 
that is evident throughout Merit 
Health Madison,” said Phelps. “I 
am delighted that their many con-
tributions to our hospital and more 
importantly, to our patients, have 
been recognized with this presti-
gious award.” 

http://www.phillipslumber.com/
ediscount:Consumersonly.Sold
http://att.com/wca
wnpayment:mayapply.Charges/restrictions
http://speeds.at/
http://seeatt.com/broadbandinfo
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601.859.1307 | 800.844.3369 | CantonTourism.com

IT'S ALL HERE 
AT HOME

WHEN YOU EXPLORE, EAT AND SHOP LOCAL 

IN CANTON, YOU ARE STRENGTHENING 

OUR COMMUNITY.

in advertising 
with us 

??
To   learn   more   about   advertising   in   the  CANTON  NEWS

please   contact: CLAY  MANSELL   |   601-667-4667
 or   ClayMansell@CantonNews.neT

INTERESTED

Canton Lions win award, new offi cers named

Lisa Champion and Rilanda 
Watts from Canton Parks and 
Recreation recently presented 
the Lions with the fi rst-place 
trophy for best fl oat in the 

2019 Canton Christmas Pa-
rade. They also won fi rst place 
in 2018.  
Mr. Tom Corlett recently re-

signed from the Lions Club, 
leaving his position as secre-
tary/treasurer open.  Al Salmi 

Special to The Canton News has been named the new secre-
tary, and Danny Murphy is the 
new treasurer. President Mark 
Hopkins said, “The Lions 
thank Tom Corlett for his years 
of dedicated service and invite 
him back to visit any Wednes-

day for the weekly meeting at 
Penn’s.”    
The Canton Lions invite and 

welcome anyone interested in 
civic duty to join their club and 
become a part of eyesight and 
community projects.  

Special to The Canton News

Lisa Champion (left) and Rilanda Watts (right) presenting 1st Place trophy to Lions Pres-
ident Mark Hopkins (center) for parade fl oat.Special to The Canton NewsLions’ 2019 Canton Christmas Parade fl oat

mailto:ClayMansell@cantonnews.net


Church, First Baptist Church and 
First United Methodist Churches 
as host sites. 
The Founders Day program was 

led by Jennifer Lariviere. Mrs. 
Lariviere shared an interesting 

historical ac-
count of the 
origin of the 
National Fed-
eration of Mu-
sic Clubs, the 
M i s s i s s i p p i 
Federation of 
Music Clubs 
and the Canton 
Music Study 
Club. Club 
members were 
reminded that 
the mission of 
the club is to 
fi nd and foster 
young musical 

talent, to aid and encourage mu-
sic education and to develop and 
maintain high musical standards 
in our community, state and na-
tion. Hostesses for the evening 
were Marian Durfey and Kathy 
Hammack.
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Program your
thermostat to 68˚
or lower.

Set ceiling fans
to run clockwise
in winter.

Raise your blinds to
let the sun help heat 
your home.

For more ways to save by making 
your home more energy e�cient,
visit CMU.com/utility-service-tips

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

CALL 1-866-629-3703Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions see www.ymtvacations.com/setsailoffers. Offers 
apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII  
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy a cruise & tour between Seattle 
and Alaska including 7 nights aboard 
Holland America Line’s ms Westerdam 
and 4 nights on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf 
of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a sea 
lane teeming with marine wildlife, where 
you’ll pass glaciers, mountains, and lush 
forests, with stops in Ketchikan, historic 
Skagway, and magnificent Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on 
Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of 
Hawaii, and in Waikiki on Oahu. Includes 
a Pearl Harbor experience where you 
will see the USS Arizona Memorial. Visit 
historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise on 
the Wailua River, and authentic Hawaiian 
entertainment and food at our Farewell 
Feast. Guided throughout by our friendly 
Tour Directors—your local experts. Price 
includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FROM
$1,749

$1,499*

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

The Canton Music Study Club 
(CMSC) recently met at First Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Following 
the club ritual, a brief business 
meeting was 
held. The group 
discussed the 
success of its an-
nual Community 
Carol Sing held 
last December. 
The date for the 
2020 event will 
be December 6 
at Grace Episco-
pal Church. The 
Canton club will 
be host club for 
the annual state 
convention of 
the Mississip-
pi Federation of 
Music Clubs, on May 1-2 at First 
United Methodist Church, where 
the Friday evening banquet will 
be held in The Rose Room of the 
Trolio Hotel. District IV Junior 
Festivals will be held in Canton on 
February 29 with Grace Episcopal 

Special to The Canton News
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Jennifer Lariviere

CMSC plans 2020 events

http://cmu.com/utility-service-tips
http://www.ymtvacations.com/setsailoffers.
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Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a 
free American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. 
Limit one per household. Must be fi rst time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other 
restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does 
not sell in Nassau NY,  Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home 

Evaluation Will 
Be Scheduled
At Your Earliest 
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

1-844-740-4952
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/clintcour

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In TubsFirst Presbyterian 
Church

202 East Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

m m

Weekly Worship 
      Schedule

Special to The Canton News

Five-year-old Raylan Burks, who suffers from X-linked myotubular myopathy, a disease 
that affects this skeletal muscles and movement, was given the chance to score the open-
ing touchdown at the recent Mississippi Youth Bowl Championship, which was put together 
by Mr. James Davis. The organization and Davis reached out to Burks’ mother, Rayven 
Burks, about making this a dream come true for her son, and they made it happen. Burks 
attends Reuben B. Myers Canton School of Arts and Sciences.

Burks scores opening TD
The City of Canton is work-

ing on a plan to alleviate future 
fl ooding, but in the meantime, has 
made a large sand pile available 
to all residents to 
make sandbags 
in the event of 
heavy rains and 
rising water. The 
sand is located 
in an open barn, 
just west of the 
Canton Police 
Department, be-
hind the commu-
nity center.
The construc-

tion of a brand-
new splash pad 
at Saab Park is 
located just north 
of the commu-
nity center and 
should be com-
pleted by April.  
Canton Public Works is planning 

to begin publishing the pickup 
schedule for large items, such as 
limbs over a certain length, mat-

Special to The Canton News

Canton government news
tresses, etc., so the items can be 
placed on the street the night be-
fore or early that day. 
The city has plans to replace 

one HVAC unit at the communi-
ty center and repair the other one. 

They are 
also in the 
process of 
installing a 
new securi-
ty system at 
City Hall. 
The Canton 

City Coun-
cil meets 
the fi rst and 
third Mon-
day of every 
month for a 
work session 
and the fi rst 
and third 
Tuesday of 
the month 
for a board 
m e e t i n g , 

both taking place in the court-
room at City Hall. Both sessions 
are open to the public and begin 
at 4:30 p.m.

Special to The Canton News

http://www.americanstandardbathtubs.com/
http://www.walkintubinfo.com/clintcour
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*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

100 Black Men of Canton,
MS spread Christmas joy

The Canton chapter of 100 Black Men of America, Inc., recently helped to make Christmas 
a little merrier for some of their mentees and other students at area schools, including 
Canton Elementary (top photo), Luther Branson Elementary (middle photo), McNeal El-
ementary (bottom photo), Reuben B. Myers School of Arts and Sciences, Nichols Middle 
School and also Camden Elementary in Camden.

All photos Special to The Canton News

© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports 
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM
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Canton Elks make donations

Madison Countians Allied Against Poverty (MadCAAP) and Our Daily Bread each received 
a donation in the amount of $1,250 from the Canton Elks Lodge 458. The funds were made 
available through a grant provided by the Elks National Foundation’s Community Invest-
ment Program (CIP). Since the CIP began in 2005, the foundation has funded more than 
27,000 grants to help local lodges build stronger communities. Pictured (l to r) are: Scott 
Evans, Canton Elks vice president; Karen Robison, MadCAAP executive director; Fred 
Shaw, Canton Elks president; Sister Mary Anne Poeschl, Our Daily Bread board member; 
and Troy Peters, Canton Elks member. 

Photo by Lori Lycette

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy sophomore Cole Spivey has been selected as a junior page for the Mis-
sissippi Senate. Spivey will work during this year’s legislative session at the state Capitol in 
Jackson. He will have the opportunity to see the legislative process in action while learning 
more about state government. Only a select number of students are chosen each year for 
this opportunity. 

Spivey to serve as Senate 
page at MS State Capitol
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Canton Elks make donations

The Canton Jaguars Youth Foot-
ball and Cheer Organization re-
cently completed a successful 
season. Children between the 
ages of fi ve and twelve are wel-
come to be a part of this organiza-
tion. This is the second year un-
der the name of Canton Jaguars, 
and the coaches say they are hop-
ing for many more years to come. 
The A Team, consisting of eleven 

and twelve-year-olds, is coached 
by Damenon Gill and his staff. 
They worked very hard all year, 
fi nishing the regular season with 
only one loss. They placed sec-
ond in the league championship 
game and participated in the BCS 
tournament. 
The B Team, consisting of nine- 

and ten-year-olds, fi nished the 
season undefeated and won fi rst 
place in the league championship 
game and the BCS tournament. 
Head coach DeAndre Johnson 
and his coaching staff had a very 
successful season with this year’s 
players. Many of the B Team 
players were selected to travel to 
Naples, Florida, to participate in 
a nationwide tournament. 
The C team, consisting of seven- 

and eight-year-olds, had a very 
successful season this year. They 
fi nished the season undefeat-
ed, won fi rst place in the league 
championship game and fi nished 
second place in the BCS Tourna-
ment. Some of the C team play-
ers were selected to be a part of 
the Canton Jaguars Elite All-Star 
team, which fi nished in second 
place. Head coach Amos Varna-
do and his coaching staff put in 
a lot of work with them this sea-
son.
The D team, also known as the 

“Baby Jags,” consists of fi ve- 
and six-year-olds. These players 
are not as familiar with football 
as the older ones, so their coach-
es are teaching them the tech-
nique of football. They fi nished 
this season 3-1 and won second 
place in the league championship 
game.
The teams’ #1 supporters are 

their very own cheerleaders. They 
cheered them on at every game, 
including the championship and 
super-bowl games. Whether 
it was hot, raining or freezing 
cold, they were there. Coach-
es Mrs. Kimberly Archie and Zi 
Archie made sure the cheerlead-
ers looked very presentable. The 
cheer team won third place in the 

Special to The Canton News League Cheer Competition. 
It is now open registration for 

the 2020 season. If you would 
like for your child to be a part of 
this organization, contact Coach 

Amos Varnado at 601-842-1856 
or Coach Damenon Gill at 601-
497-0613 for football or Kim-
berly Archie at 769-798-6828 for 
cheer.  

Canton Jaguars youth football and cheer fi nish well

All photos Special to The Canton News

For Information or to place an applicationcall the office number above or come by the office
“This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employernagement.”

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Pecan Village 
Apartments

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday

9:00-5:00

1415 Hwy 16 N, Canton, MS 39046
601-859-0681 / TTY:711

Canton Jaguars A Team
Canton Jaguars B Team

Canton Jaguars C Team

Canton Jaguars D Team
Canton Jaguars Cheerleaders
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It’s your community.

As a Christian in America there 
are so many liberties, so many 

f r e e d o m s . 
In our so-
ciety, being 
a Christian 
varies from 
person to 
person, and 
so does the 
word uni-
ty. Even 

though Christ calls for unity, it is 
very clear that many Christians 
don’t see unity as Christ sees it. 
All through God’s Word, He has 

provided a road map as to how we 
should live. He gave Christians the 
Bible as our book of reference and 
instruction. It has been said that 
the acronym for B.I.B.L.E. is “Ba-
sic Instructions Before Leaving 
Earth.” So, if we’ve been given a 
road map, if we’ve been given an 
instruction manual that requires 
unity, why is there such a lack of 
unity in the Body of Christ? 
Let’s look into the scriptures and 

get an idea of how God sees uni-
ty. What is Unity?
The definition of unity is the 

state of being united or joined as a 
whole. Two of the keywords that 
stick out to me in this definition 
are “united” and “whole.” To have 
unity, we must be united. To have 
unity, we must be whole.
Genesis 11:1-9 talks about the 

building of the tower of Ba-
bel, and we see a picture of how 
God sees unity. Verse 4: And they 
said, “Come, let us build our-
selves a city, and a tower whose 
top is in the heavens; let us make 
a name for ourselves, lest we be 
scattered abroad over the face of 
the whole earth.” In verses 5 and 
6, we see God’s response: But the 
Lord came down to see the city 
and the tower, which the sons of 
men had built. And the Lord said, 
“Indeed the people are one, and 
they all have one language, and 
this is what they begin to do; now 
nothing that they propose to do 
will be withheld from them.” In 
these passages, we see that God 
sees unity as the power to get 
things done. God knew because 
the people were unified, they 
could achieve anything, even if it 
was for the wrong purpose.
God instructs unity in the Body 

of Christ because he knows that 
unity is the only way that we can 

fulfill the Great Commission of 
Matthew 28:19-20: “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the na-
tions, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all things that I have 
commanded you, and lo I am with 
you always, even to the end of the 
age.” You see, Jesus has a dream, 
and His dream is for His body to be 
one. Unity 
in the body 
of Christ is 
essential if 
we are go-
ing to ac-
compl i sh 
the task of 
spreading 
the Gospel 
all over the 
world.
So many 

Christians 
today say 
that they 
believe in 
unity, but 
their defi-
nition of 
unity is not 
C h r i s t ’ s 
definition 
of uni-
ty. Most 
Christians 
will only 
p u r s u e 
unity if 
they, like 
the people 
building the tower, can make a 
name for themselves. Most Chris-
tians will only unify with other 
Christians if they can lead and 
be out front. Most Christians can 
only unify with other believers if 
their ideals and their desires are at 
the forefront. 
Bringing true unity to the body 

of Christ will require true humili-
ty. So many Christians today think 
that their titles, their accomplish-
ments, their possessions, their 
positions will make them accept-
able to God, when in fact, God is 
most concerned about us fulfilling 
the Great Commission, which re-
quires unity. Of course, God wants 
us to have a close, personal rela-
tionship with Him and make Him 
the head of our lives. God wants 
us to embrace His Word, obey His 
Word, and believe His Word. 
The Word of God should be a uni-

fying force in the body of Christ, 
not a catalyst for division and pet-

By Guest Columnist                      
Sheryl Washington

ty arguments. Do you know that 
too much of the body of Christ is 
divided over the Bible, instead of 
being unified over the Bible? God 
never intended for His body to be 
divided over doctrines, denom-
ination, race, class, gender, and 
the list goes on. God intended for 
the body of Christ to be unified, 
loving what He loves and hating 
what He hates. How hard is that? 

If Jesus 
did it and 
w a l k e d 
in it, 
then we 
s h o u l d 
too. After 
all, there 
is a pas-
sage of 
scripture 
in John 
1 4 : 1 2 
where Je-
sus says, 
“Ver i ly, 
verily, I 
say unto 
you, He 
that be-
l i e v e t h 
on me, 
the works 
that I 
do shall 
he do 
also; and 
g r e a t e r 
w o r k s 
t h a n 
t h e s e 

shall he do; because I go unto my 
Father.” 
As Christians, we all have a re-

sponsibility to promote unity in the 
body of Christ. Not when it’s just 
centered around us, our church, 
our ideals, our organizations, our 
titles or our positions. We should 
seek to humble ourselves and seek 
unity for the glory of God and God 
only. In Psalm 133:1, the scripture 
talks about how good and pleas-
ant it is for brethren or believers to 

What is unity in the body of believers in Christ?
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dwell together in unity! The same 
passage declares in verse 3 that 
when brethren dwell together in 
unity, it is there that the Lord has 
already commanded the blessing. 
Unity is a powerful force, but only 

when it’s done God’s way. When 
unity becomes about making a 
name for oneself or becomes cen-
tered around a person, or a thing 
or an agenda, then the blessing 
will not be there. The true blessing 
of God is much more than mate-
rial possessions. The true blessing 
of God is when we can truly be 
like Christ and unify with other 
believers without jealousy, with-
out envy, without competition, 
without comparing ourselves and 
feeling that we’re superior to one 
another, for whatever reason. 
Sometimes instead of leading, 

God may ask us to follow; some-
times instead of receiving, God 
may ask us to give; sometimes 
instead of talking, God may ask 
us to listen; sometimes instead of 
judging, God may ask us to have 
compassion; sometimes instead 
of knowing it all, God may ask 
for us to be teachable and learn 
things about Him that we do not 
know; and sometimes instead of 
making it all about us and our in-
terest, God may be asking us to 
make it all about Him and His in-
terest. 
There is no way to have true 

Biblical unity without having true 
Biblical humility. Let’s all exam-
ine ourselves and ask ourselves 
the question: Do we believe in the 
unity of the Bible, or do we have 
our own definition of unity? What 
are we doing to promote true uni-
ty in the body of Christ?

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sheryl Wash-
ington co-pastors Dunamis Pow-
er Ministries in Canton with her 
husband Pastor Dexter Washing-
ton, Sr. They are the parents of six 
children and reside in the commu-
nity of Sharon.

Special to The Canton News

http://www.southernstories.com/
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What is unity in the body of believers in Christ?

 Come see us at 323 West Fulton Street 
or call us at 601-859-1271

Special to The Canton News

Rotarian and Canton pharmacy owner Randall Strong sponsored several speakers from 
Canton Academy (CA) for a recent Rotary Club meeting. Head of School Ron Jurney 
spoke about the success of his students and staff, as well as the future of Canton Acade-
my. He told of his desire for school enrollment to be at the optimum level of 275 to 300 stu-
dents, to keep staff turnover to a minimum and to have corporate support of the academy. 
Assistant Head of School Trey Earnhart spoke on educating the whole student to be able 
to speak in public, problem solve, be a team member in business and use critical think-
ing, not just for ACT Testing. Director of Admissions and Alumni Relations Ginny Wadford 
touched on Nurtured Hearts and challenge minds in a Christian environment. A couple of 
CA students were also in attendance and have been able to hear several presentations 
during the month.

CA reps address Rotary
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OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

• Fenced & 
Lighted

201 N. Hargon St.

• Electronic 
Gate Access

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3433

• Security
   Cameras

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ACCESS

High speed internet 
with no contracts!!

Plans starting at 49.99 per 
month with no overages!!

WWW.NETSPEEDMS.COM
601-859-3433

MCYL class participates in Career Day of 2020

Madison County Youth Leadership (MCYL) class recently participated in Career Day, which is a day for the students to learn about the many careers and businesses that Madison 
County has to offer. Adjutant General Durr Boyles; Board of Nursing Director Phyllis Johnson; and Dr. Chris Powe, with GTI/Telehealth One, gave presentations on their careers and 
what led them into their respective fi elds. The students also toured Mad Genius and Pirouline Cookie Factory in Madison County. 

Special to The Canton News Special to The Canton News

mailto:Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com
http://www.netspeedms.com/


February 6, 2020 19

Invites you to explore
Madison County, Mississippi

DID YOU KNOW?
                              »»»

  

562
RESTAURANTS

639
CHURCHES

14
GOLF COURSES

31
MUSEUMS

485
RETAIL

58
PARKS

110,300
MADISON COUNTY

588,000
JACKSON, MS MSA

6.0% GROWTH          
(IN THE PAST 5 YEARS)

37.4
MEDIAN AGE

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE

TOP 3     TAPESTRY SEGMENTS
68.5% 

$230,265 - MEDIAN HOUSING VALUE
$69,722 - MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME

“A+ GRADE” MADISON COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

HIGH SCHOOL
DEGREE OR HIGHER91.8%

99 INDEX

$115.34

COST OF LIVING

Relative Value of 
$100 in Mississippi

LOCATED IN MISSISSIPPI’S LARGEST METROPOLITAN (MSA) - JACKSON, MS MSA,
MADISON COUNTY HAS THE 2ND HIGHEST MILLENNIAL GROWTH IN MISSISSIPPI (2019)

PROFESSIONAL PRIDE
Prof/Mgmt - College Degree

Married/Single Family Houses

Upgraded Homes / 401(k)
Own 2-3 Vehicles

Latest Gadgets
40.8 Yrs Old / $132K

19.1% 10.5%11.4%

madisoncountyeda.com

Singles/Multi-Unit Rentals

Bank Online / Go Dancing
Buy Organic / Love Music
Redeem Coupons Apps

29.6 Yrs Old / $38K

YOUNG & RESTLESS
Svcs/Prof - College Degree

Married/Single Family Houses

Gym Memberships
Mortgage / SUVs
Latest Gadgets

33.7 Yrs Old / $111K

BOOMBURBS
Prof/Mgmt - College Degree

MADISON COUNTY BOASTS 
MANY MILES OF NATURAL 
SURFACE, MULTI-USE, AND 

PAVED BIKE TRAILS.

MADISON “THE CITY”
VOTED BEST PLACE

TO LIVE IN MISSISSIPPI
(2016, 2017 & 2018)

RIDGELAND WAS NAMED 
THE 2018 HEALTHIEST 
HOMETOWN AND IS A 
BRONZE LEVEL BICYCLE 
FRIENDLY COMMUNITY

SINCE 2006, 
SANTÉ SOUTH 
HAS GROWN 

INTO THE 
LARGEST WINE 
AND CULINARY 

EXTRAVAGANZA 
IN THE STATE 

OF MISSISSIPPI

THE TOWN OF FLORA IS 
HOME TO VARIOUS 

SUSTAINABLE PRODUCE 
FARMS SUPPLYING THE 

JACKSON MSA AND 
BEYOND, INCLUDING A 

CSA PROGRAM

THE CANTON FLEA MARKET 
IS VOTED AS A 

“TOP TWENTY EVENT 
IN THE SOUTHEAST”

 BY SOUTHEAST 
TOURISM SOCIETY

ROSS BARNETT RESERVOIR 
HAS OVER 33,000 ACRES OF 

SURFACE AREA PERFECT 
FOR FISHING, SAILING, AND 

WATER SPORTS.

MOST STAR STUDENTS
IN MISSISSIPPI

MADISON COUNTY SCHOOLS

IN LANGUAGE ARTS
BASED ON ACT SCORES3

TOP

#1

http://madisoncountyeda.com/
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                   CANTON

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

DISCOUNT DRUGS

Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!

Special to The Canton News

Give Your Children 
 e Protection  ey Need

You may have life insurance, 
but are your children protected as well? 

Let us help you provide the greatest gift for them
 that will last a lifetime.

The Madison County Business League & Foundation (MCBL&F) Transportation and Government Affairs Committee recently hosted a transportation breakfast. Guest panelists in-
cluded Mississippi Central District Transportation Commissioner Willie Simmons; Mississippi Senate Transportation Committee Chairman Senator Joey Fillingane; Mississippi House 
Transportation Committee Chairman Representative Charles Busby; and Madison County Engineer Timothy Bryan. Pictured (l to r) are: Timothy Bryan, Jan Collins, Ray Balentine, 
Representative Charles Busby, Commissioner Willie Simmons, Senator Joey Fillingane, and Phil Buffi ngton.

Transportation breakfast hosted by MCBL&F committee

Special to The Canton News

http://www.cantondiscountdrugs.com/
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