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Special to The Canton News 

“At the Tuesday, January 12, 2016, 
board meeting, the Canton Public 
School District (CPSD) Board of 
Trustees formally hired Mrs. Cassan-
dra Williams as the CPSD Superin-
tendent,” said School Board Attorney 
John Christopher.  “Prior to that, she 
had been serving as the interim su-
perintendent since her appointment in 
November.”                                           
Williams has spent over 20 years in 

the field of edu-
cation.  She be-
gan her career as 
a mathematics 
teacher.  Soon 
after, she began 
to climb through 
the leadership 
ranks, serving 
as mathematics 
specialist, direc-
tor of second-
ary curriculum 
and instruction, 
director of cur-
riculum and 
instruction for 
K-12, principal, 
and assistant superintendent.  
As principal at Davis Magnet School, 

Williams led the school from a level 
three status to a level five status in 
just two years.  Davis Magnet School 
was labeled a “Blue Ribbon School” 
as a result of the successful academic 
gains under Williams’ leadership.  
After serving as principal, Williams 

was appointed to serve as Assistant 
Superintendent for Curriculum and In-

struction in the Jackson Public School 
District.  In this role, Williams led the 
curriculum and instruction process for 
58 schools in the district.  
She also served as Assistant Super-

intendent for Elementary Schools; 
where she supervised 19 out of 38 
elementary schools.  In that role, she 
supervised the principals and led the 
management of instruction, school 
operations and other pertinent areas in 
the schools division.  

Williams has also worked 
as a Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education trainer 
for the Mississippi Math-
ematics Framework, Mis-
sissippi Framer Training, 
Understanding by Design 
Training, Response to In-
tervention Training, and 
has served on numerous 
standards setting commit-
tees for state testing and 
accountability.
 Williams believes that 

once an educator commits 
to teaching, he/she has a 
moral, ethical, and pro-

fessional responsibility to provide the 
very best educational experience for 
all children.
Dedicated to serving children, she has 

already begun working with teachers, 
principals, parents, and community 
leaders to increase student achieve-
ment for all children in the CPSD.
Married to Anthony Williams, they 

have one child, Peyton.

Canton Public School District 
names Williams superintendent

By Susie A. Wolfe

Merit Health Madison held a ground-
breaking ceremony for its new med-
ical office building, designed to 
include primary care, obstetrics/gy-

necology and orthopedics, among 
other medical specialties. The 3,500 
sq. foot building will also include 
an outpatient physical rehabilitation 
clinic, which provides occupational 
health and speech pathology therapy 
services.
Presenters during the groundbreak-

ing ceremony included Mississippi 
Governor, Phil Bryant; Mayor of Can-
ton and Merit Health Madison Board 
Member, Arnel Bolden; Merit Health 

Madison CEO, Brit Phelps; and Mad-
ison County Economic Development 
Authority Executive Director, Tim 
Coursey. Other local leaders attended, 
along with members of Merit Health 
Madison’s medical staff and hospital 

employees.
Merit Health Madison will enhance 

access to quality healthcare for those 
living and working in the area by 
providing this new location, as well 
through the addition of medical spe-
cialties and physician practices, said 
Phelps. The facility is the only hospital 
in Madison County, where the com-
munity has seen extensive popula-
tion growth, residential development 

Merit Health Madison holds 
groundbreaking for medical 
specialties office building
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From left: Joe Baugh, Managing Partner, Capital Growth Medvest; Mike Poore, Vice Pres-
ident, Division Operations, Merit Health; Steve Dobbs, Chief Executive Officer, Central 
Mississippi Region, Merit Health; Brit Phelps, Chief Executive Officer, Merit Health Madi-
son; Mayor Arnel Bolden, City of Canton; Governor Phil Bryant, State of Mississippi; Mar-
ty Bonick, President, Division Operations, Merit Health; Dr. Vibha Vig, Chief of Staff, Merit 
Health Madison; Steve Alby, Vice President of Healthcare,Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood, 
Inc.; Tim Coursey, Executive Director, Madison County Economic Development Authority; 
and Lynn Jones, Senior Manager, Brasfiled & Gorrie.
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Jana Padgett named executive director 
of Canton’s growing CVB and film office

Photo by The Canton News

By Susie A. Wolfe 

Canton has made a name for itself 
with the Canton Flea Market and the 
Victorian Christmas Celebration, 
thanks in part to the direction of the 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.  Jo 
Ann Gordon led that department until 
she retired this past November. Now, 
an eight-year veteran of the depart-
ment is in charge.
Jana Padgett has worked her way up 

from a ticket taker to managing the big 
events and planning ways to continue 
to promote Canton’s unique offerings.  
A Tupelo native, she first learned of 
Canton while attending Hinds Com-
munity College, where she studied 
business and marketing management. 
Her class was doing market research 
for the Canton Flea Market.
 Padgett said, “I have hit the ground 

running and plan to continue many of 
the programs started. I also want to in-
troduce new programs that will benefit 

the city as a whole.”
The Canton Flea Market is now 

held twice a year, and last October, 
the event had 1100 booths. Christ-
mas in Canton, named the 2014 large 
event of the year by the Mississippi 
Tourism Association, has grown ev-

ery year, adding new components to 
draw visitors, such as parades and 
miniature cars.
Canton is nicknamed “a backlot of 

Hollywood,” said Padgett, because 
the town is ready to film without ad-
ditional preparation. “It looks like it 
did 100 years ago, and film makers 
know this.  We are a great destination 
for films. And Madison County has 
the prettiest land.”

A number of movies have been 
filmed in Canton in the last few years, 
and scouts come to town often to 
scout locations for films and commer-
cials, according to Padgett.
New events she is working on in-

clude the Third Thursday Art & An-

tique Walk, and the Allison Wells Art 
& Filmmakers Summer Camp.  The 
Allison Wells complex has a history, 
according to Padgett, and she is con-
sidering other possibilities there.
In addition to accepting her new po-

sition, Padgett also recently accept-
ed a marriage proposal, so her life is 
changing and growing like the Can-
ton’s film and tourism industry.

“Jana was a natural to hold this position because of her 
willingness to work and her desire to make a difference,” 

-former executive director JoAnn Gordon.
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As each 
year draws 
to a close, 
many of 
us reflect 
on the suc-
cesses and 
missed op-
portunities 
of the past 
year, and ex-
citedly look 
forward to 
the upcoming one with its proverbial 
clean slate.
While 2015 proved to be one of the 

best years for the City of Canton in 
terms of economic growth, new busi-
nesses and improved quality of life, I 
believe we can all benefit from con-
sidering ways to achieve personal 
success and happiness in the coming 
year.
Some of my 2016 resolutions are: 
1. Show more appreciation for those 

around me who assist me and make 
my job easier. 
It’s rare to find friends, associates 

and employees who are genuinely 
dedicated to a job well done. Appreci-
ate those traits in others, and let them 
know they’re valued.
2. Learn to have patience, for it truly 

is a virtue, albeit one that is difficult 
to maintain. The slogan, “It can wait,” 
doesn’t just apply to texting and driv-
ing. 
Learn to slow down and smell the 

roses. Each day has a sunrise and a 

CL-0000275918

CL-0000275918

IT’S TIME FOR 
A CHECKUP!

601-859-2182
Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 8AM-5PM

After Hours Emergencies
601-940-2145
1309 E. Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39046www.RuthMorganDDS.com

*No representation is made that the quality of dental services to be performed is great than the quality of dental services performed by other dentists.

ITS TIME FOR
A CHECKUP!

Ruth Morgan, DDS

www.RuthMorganDDS.com

601-859-2182
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 8AM-5PM

After Hours Emergencies

1309 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-940-2145

No representation is made that the quality of dental services to be performed is greater than the quality of dental services performed by other dentists.

From the Mayor’s desk
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By Guest Columnist Arnel Bolden,
Mayor of Canton

sunset, and each one is evidence of 
God’s majesty.
3. Accept that life is not fair. While it 

seems that others get ahead by taking 
shortcuts, we have much to be thank-
ful for, right where we are. 
We live in a city where we rarely are 

hungry, cold or lacking for anything. 
Many around the world can’t say that. 
We are truly blessed.
4. Let go of concerns, worries and 

anxiety, and instead focus each day on 
personal goals for improvement, con-
cern for others and positive thoughts.
Worrying about things that may hap-

pen tomorrow will affect today’s joy, 
not to mention our productivity level.  
Occupying our minds with positive 
thoughts and giving back to others 
will quickly lift our spirits and redi-
rect our steps.
5. And last: Find something good in 

every day and in every person I meet, 
regardless of the circumstances. 
Being alive and healthy are blessings 

not everyone can claim. “This is the 
day the Lord has made. I will rejoice 
and be glad in it,” will be my guide 
for 2016.
If for any reason I am dissatisfied 

with the results of any of my reso-
lutions come Dec. 31, 2016, I will 
simply include them in my 2017 list. 
There are no deadlines for personal 
improvements, including the quest for 
love, joy, peace and patience.
My hope is that by sharing these res-

olutions with all of you, I will find 
better determination in accomplishing 
my goals and become an even better 
leader for the City of Canton in 2016.

City Hall courtroom named 
for Flonzie Brown-Wright 

Photo by The Canton News

Visit our website at Cantonnews.net

By Susie A. Wolfe 

The courtroom in Canton City Hall 
has been named in honor of Flonz-
ie Brown-Wright, the first African 
American female elected to public 
office in Mississippi.  In January, the 
Civil Rights activist gave the 2015-
2016 Leadership Madison County 
class a tour of Canton, including her 

courtroom.
Brown-Wright, who served as elec-

tion commissioner in Canton, said she 
will accept this in honor of her father, 
Frank Brown, who faced many chal-
lenges in the 1950s in attempting to 
obtain his electrician and plumbers 
license in that same courtroom.
The official dedication is scheduled 

February 26 at 11:30 a.m.

The Leadership Madison County group attending the Canton tour included, from left, Molly 
Moody, Watkins & Eager, PLLC; Trent Nelson, Bank Plus; G. Robert Parrott, Adams & Re-
ese, LLP; Janet Parker, Innovate Mississippi; Shiu Chung (Kay) Wong, Lightheart Sand-
ers; Grant Montgomery, Bancorp South Bank; Woody Coleman, Regions Private Wealth; 
Robert Richard, State Bank & Trust; Diane Cushing, EXIT Summer House Realty; Flonzie 
Brown-Wright; Abby Enfinger, County Seat restaurant; Joseph Brady, Comcast; Scott Ev-
ans, Renasant Bank; Nashandra James, Madison County Schools; Kent Cooper, Allen 
Financial Group; and Bryan Buckley, Madison/Rankin County D.A. Office; Not shown--Ter-
rence Black, Metropolitan Bank; Bertran Goddloe, Madison County Schools.
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Mrs. McKay’s K5 class had a Play Doh drive and collected almost 100 cans of Play Doh 
for the patients at Blair E. Batson Hospital. Students shown include Harper Lampkin, Piper 
Cooley, and Alliebrier Townsend with a representative of Blair E. Batson.

Photo special to The Canton News

Canton Academy students 
donate to Blair E. Baston

The Canton Preservation Commission is responsible for regulating exterior changes in 

the city’s historic districts.  The commission will use the Canton Design Guidelines and the 

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation in making decisions about which changes 

are appropriate and which changes are inappropriate.  Any property owner planning to 

construct a new building or contemplating changes to the exterior of a historic resource in 

the city’s historic review district must obtain a Certicate of Appropriateness before work 

can begin.  If the proposed physical change is consistent with the Canton Design 

Guidelines, and the Standards of rehabilitation, the applicant will receive a Certicate of 

Appropriateness and work can begin once all permits are received from other city 

departments.

CANTON HISTORIC
PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Meets the rst Thursday of Each Month at 3:30 PM in the CRA Ofce (3348 North Liberty)

Harry Baldwin - Chairman  •  Donald Lawrence - Building Ofcial
Maureen Simpson - CLG Coordinator
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Hickory Street Project

The Wash Depot is now open on 
Peace Street in the old Haley Build-
ing by the railroad tracks. Featuring 
the latest and newest machinery, the 
24/7 business also has visual security 
direct to the police department. An at-
tendant is on hand, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
to assist customers.
The facility, owned and managed 

by Adam Cox, offers free WIFI and 
flat screen televisions, plus a “Fluff 
N Fold” service where customers 

Wash Depot opens in old 
Haley building downtown

can drop off clothes to be laundered.  
There are 60 washers and dryers.  The 
washers have a 90 lb. capacity, and 
the dryers can dry up to 80 lbs. in 17 
minutes.
The 120-year-old Haley Building, 

owned by Mike Oglesbee, formerly 
housed a gaming business and a lo-
cal cable operator.  Other stores in the 
renovated complex include SNO Biz, 
Americash and Deep South Wood. A 
bar-b-que restaurant, Slabs, is set to 
open in May.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Photo by The Canton News 
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By Guest Columnist Pastor Walter Veals, 
Greater Refuge Temple

Our focus must be Christ-centered

I count it a privilege to be a part of 
the Canton 
and Madi-
son County 
community. 
Along with 
my late wife, 
I came to 
fulfill a vi-
sion aimed at 
helping the 
children of 
this great city. 
In recent times, we have heard so 

many things concerning this gener-
ation: unchurched, unfocused, uned-
ucated, undisciplined, directionless, 
and possessing no work ethic, etc. 
Now, is the RIGHT time to reflect on 
how we can effectively reach a gen-
eration who some have labelled as 
Godless, hopeless, violent, and mis-
guided. The world seems to say, “I 
have mine, and now, you find a way 
to get yours on your own.”
The decision has to be made that in 

order to move forward, we must re-
turn to using Godly wisdom to instill 
proper values, build moral character, 
and restore Christian integrity. For 
those of us who are over 50 years 
of age, our parents never allowed us 
to revel in being impoverished, but, 
instead stressed the importance of 
our personal relationships with God, 

and educating ourselves and others, 
making great impact on our com-
munities, by sharing resources and 
information. We moved forward by 
motivating our communities to as-
pire to greater things, despite many 
cultural and social obstacles. 
We each have to ask ourselves: 

“What am I doing to impact/help peo-
ple in my community? Am I sharing 
the love that Christ gave with those 
who have not heard the Gospel? Am 
I showing compassion when I see 
those in need?” The questions arise 
as we look at today’s world and our 
own community. People perish with-
out knowledge and people are per-
ishing because, they have become 
stagnant – stuck in life, and stuck in 
unbeneficial relationships. 
Our focus must be Christ-centered, 

and in order to reach generations who 
are drifting without Godly purpose, 
we must point them to Christ and His 
willingness to deliver anyone from 
sin and circumstance. As Christ’s 
love is shown and shared, many will 
come to realize that LOVE cannot 
only cover a multitude of sins, but 
bring salvation to lost generations. 
We have to be the persons willing 
to invest time and effort into people, 
without taking thought of being re-
ciprocated. We have to be the ones 
who are undaunted by the tasks of 
helping, and being the spiritual sup-
porters that God has called us to be. 

Specials!
Furniture, jewelry, collectibles, kitchen appliances & more!

50% OFF ALL 
FURNITURE!
Real leather furniture 
Electric recliners
Serta, Perfect Sleeper, Beauty 
Rest, Simmons Mattresses
     Queen  $150 
     King      $200 
     Box springs $50

New shipment of bath bombs $5
Name brand purses 

on the square in Canton • 171 W PEACE ST. 
601-407-6115 • morethanastore@yahoo.com

More Than A Store

The board of directors of the Mad-
ison County Business League & 
Foundation named Ray Balentine 
chairman of its newly formed trans-
portation committee.  The organi-
zation partners with the Madison 
County Economic Development 
Authority to unite the public and 
private sectors, thereby encouraging 
proper planning for future growth 
and development.
Balentine, office executive for Mi-

chael Baker International’s Alabama 
and Mississippi operations, joined 
the company in 2015 to lead offic-
es in Ridgeland, Ocean Springs and 
Mobile, Alabama. He has 40 years 
of engineering and planning expe-
rience. Prior to joining the compa-
ny, Balentine served as director of 
intermodal planning for the Missis-
sippi Department of Transportation.
Balentine currently serves as the 

president of the Mississippi Trans-

portation Institute. He also is a 
member of the Mississippi Water 
Resources Association and the Mis-
sissippi Intermodal Council.  

Madison County Business League 
and Foundation names Ballentine 
transportation committee chairman

Photo special to The Canton News
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1126 East Peace Street | Canton, MS 39046

Phone - 601.859.6333

to Dr. Tip Hailey on his retirement from 
41 years of practice. And welcome to 
Dr. Brian Holt and Holt Animal Hospital.

Congratulations

Mon - Wed:  7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (closed Noon - 1:00 p.m.)
Thursday:  7:30 a.m. - Noon
Friday: 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (closed Noon - 1:00 p.m.)
Saturday: 7:30 a.m. - Noon

Brian M. Holt, d.v.m.

CantonNews.net 
601-667-4667  
P.O. Box 1163 | Canton, MS 39046 www.facebook.com/cantonnews

Find us on Facebook!

  
Please send writing samples to: News@CantonNews.net

  
Do you want to help spread the good news?

Do you love 
Canton?

We need a freelance writer that 
can write a few stories for us each month.
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{Pumpkins, Arts & Treats}

{Give Thanks}

{HO! Ho! Ho! on the Historic Square}

{Experience the New Year}

{Fall in Love with Sweet Surprises}

{Staying “Green” with the Crafts}

{Plant & Dig Downtown}

{Celebrate Arts & Fleas}

{Staycation in A Cool Community}

{Beach the Heat, Stroll the Street}

{Reading, Writing, Retail Therapy}

{Streetscape, Tailgate, Oven Bake}

THIRD THURSDAY SCHEDULE

ALLISON’S WELLS 

BEGINS OCTOBER 15, 2015

800-844-3369    601-859-1307      601-859-0346    cantontourism.com    
147 N. Union Street     P.O. Box 53    Canton, MS  39046

MERCHANTS WILL HAVE EX TENDED HOURS FROM 10:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M.

PRESENTED BY CANTON CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU & FILM OFFICE

February 18 Follow us on 

The oldest, and the original, Canton Flea 
Market Arts & Crafts Show is the catalyst in 
the creation of the Allison’s Wells Art & 
Antique Walk, which will feature antiques, 
collectibles and arts. Take a stroll through 

the Historic Square, experience a unique, 
creative small town brimming with art, 
antiques, gifts and collectibles. A unique 
architectural setting is the perfect backdrop 
for an evening of fun & inspiration.

Canton Embraces Thursdays

for this months details

the 3RD THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH

Accept all Insurance, Medicaid, CHIPS

Goodloe Dental
Erika C. Goodloe, DMD
1207 Peace Street 
601.859.9595

Routine Cleaning
Exams
Extractions
Fillings/Restorations
Crowns
Emergency Dental Care

Adults/Children

Family Dentistry in Canton for 14 Years

Monday-Thursday 
9:00 - 5:00 
Friday 
9:00 - 12:00 
Office Hours 
by Appointment

Hours:
Walk-ins Welcome

Services:

Canton Chamber of Commerce 
awards Canton businesses

Photo by The Canton News

Glenda Rushing of Piggly Wiggly, left, accepted the award for Canton Business of the Year 
from Dr. Vigba Vig at the Chamber Annual Meeting. Steve Marsh, VP of Manufacturing, 
said, “Nissan Canton was proud to host the Canton Chamber’s Annual Dinner at our plant.  
The Canton community is our family, and we share in the excitement of the uniqueness of 
this city, and support the ongoing efforts to uplift the business community.”

Mary Johnson was named Ambassador of the Year for the Canton Chamber at the Annual 
Meeting.

Former Governor Ronnie Musgrove, right, was a special guest at the Jan. 28 Chamber 
Annual Meeting, held at the Nissan Canton Plant. He is shown with board member Timmy 
Pickett, clinical specialist at Canton’s Region 8 Mental Health Services. Musgrove has been 
referred to as “the architect of Nissan Canton.”

Photo by The Canton News

Photo by The Canton News



February 4, 2016 7

601-855-0017
2633 South Liberty Street
Canton, MS 39046

bearcreekstorage.net
bcreekstorage@bellsouth.net
info@bearcreekstorage.net

When your stuff needs to hibernate
Sunday Small Groups
9:00 a.m. 

Morning Worship 
10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Nights
6:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting
Children & Youth Activities 
Choir Rehersal

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH
Canton, Mississippi

Guy Odom, Pastor
Barry Pounds, Minister of Music
Logan Ellzey, Minister of Youth

A place where you find 
Faith, Family and Friends

The Madison County Business League & Foundation and MCEDA announce the Madison County Youth Leadership Class for 2015-16.  Also pictured are the college/university mentors 
for this year’s program. Kneeling (l-r): College/University mentors Alex Milstead, USM; Kierstan Knaus, USM; Caitlyn Mizelle, Holmes Community College – Ridgeland Campus; Rachael 
Ring, Tulane University. Seated (l-r): Bradley Reynolds, St. Joe; Blythe Blackwell, RHS; Anshul Anugu, RHS; Meg Rice, JA; Miles Murphy, GHS; Catherine Burford, JA; Andrew Speetjens, 
St. Andrew’s; Kelvin So, RHS. Standing (l-r) Rachel Cole, Tri County; Brandon Porter, New Summit; Mary Kate Shearer, RHS; Savanna Tillman, MRA; Anna Shepard, GHS; Mekhi Ross, 
VJHS; Caroline Doherty, St. Joe; Clay Chance, MRA; Kentesa Linn, VJHS; Joseph Smith, CA; Mary Breiten Webb, CA; Jamarius Brown, CHS; Emily Zhang, MCHS; Harrison McKinnis, 
MCHS; Makayla Garrett, CHS; Lauren Ousby, St. Andrew’s; Lelia Higgs, New Summit. Not pictured: Swayze Bozeman, Tri County

Madison County Business League & Foundation and MCEDA 
announce Madison County Youth Leadership Class for 2015-16

Photo special to The Canton News
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The Frisky Biscuit
118 West Center Street

Canton, Mississippi 39046
601-407-6032

Check out our facebook page for latest specials!

facebook.com/thefriskybiscuit

We are now open!
Open Tuesday-Friday 11am-2pm, Saturday & Sunday 7am-3pm

Breakfast ~ Brunch ~ Lunch ~ Desserts ~ Coffee ~ Hot Chocolate

• All New Kitchen!
• Faster Service!
• More Seating!
• New Menu Posted online!
• Online Orders coming soon!

Breakfast & Brunch Served all day!
Plate Lunch Specials posted daily on facebook! 

Special to the Canton News

The Canton Gospel Music Associ-
ation (CGMA) will hold its Second 
Annual Black History “Sounds of 
Celebration” Concert on Sun-
day, February 28, 2016, at 3 
p.m. at the Canton High 
School Auditorium, 
located at 634 Fin-
ney Road, Can-
ton. 
The concert 

will feature ne-
gro spirituals, 
hymns, gos-
pel and civil 
rights songs in 
honor of Black 
History Month. 
Featured guest 
choirs include the 
Canton High School 
Concert Choir, the Velma 
Jackson High School Choir and 
other guest choirs. Special theatrical 
performances throughout the concert 
will be presented by MADDRAMA 
of Jackson State University, directed 

by Dr. Mark Henderson.
For the last ten years, CGMA has 

awarded more than 100 music schol-
arships to aspiring grade school & 
high school students from the Mad-

ison County School Dis-
trict.   

This program is 
free and open to 

the public. A 
free will of-
fering will 
be taken to 
support the 
Scholar-
ship Fund. 

All checks 
should be 

made payable to 
the CGMA, P.O. 

Box 1791, Canton, 
MS, 39046.

For more information, con-
tact Cynthia Goodloe Palmer, (601) 
918-7809 or CantonGospelMusic@
gmail.com.  “Like” Canton Gospel 
Music Association on Facebook.

Canton Gospel Music Association 
to present black history concert

now 
OPEN

HOT DRYERS!
Attendant on hand
FLAT SCREEN HDTV’S

475 W. Peace Street 
Next to Americash & RR SnoBiz 
601-622-7275

Monday - Sunday 
7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Grand Opening, Saturday, February 13
FREE WASHES from 8 am - 6 pm.  FREE HOT DOGS AND DRINKS
 (while they last). (Food should be ready around 10:30 am)
  Tell your friends and grab a load of clothes and come get them clean!!!
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100 Depot Drive 
Canton, MS 39046
(601) 859-5816
www.canton-mississippi.com

Executive 
Director

TOYA L. 
VEALS

Administrative 
Assistant

MARY CAROL 
PATRICK

Chamber 
President

CHAN 
CHANDLER

Premier Investors

Key Investors

Patron Investors

Supporting Investors

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Tomahawk Steak Company
165 West Peace St. | 601-427-3700

Greater Love Worship Center
357 West Peace St. | 601-624-3440

Thank you to El Sombrero Mexican Restaurant 
located at 111 Soldier Colony Rd for their delicious 
lunch and awesome hospitality at the Chamber’s 
Ambassador Luncheon. The Ambassador’s 
Luncheon is held every 3rd Friday of the month. 
Contact the Chamber office to see how you can 
get involved. 

Breakfast with the Mayor 
February 4
8:30 a.m. at the Chamber office

Welcome to our NEW MEMBERSChamber of Commerce 
ANNUAL MEETING

Allison’s Wells Arts & Antique Walk  
(Fall In Love with Sweet Surprises) 
February 18

Shop Local and Win!

Valentine’s Day

How to Play:
1.  Visit WWW.CANTON-MISSISSIPPI.COM/VALENTINES  
     for official rules, full prize list & list of participating stores
2.  Look for this logo in participating store windows
3.  Shop at a participating store and meet their requirements
4.  Fill out ticket completely and drop at participating store
5.  All tickets will be picked up February 8th at 3 p.m.

Winning:
1. Drawing will be held February 9th and announced live on 
    WMGO 1370
2. Winner will be notified by phone
3. Winner must present ticket stub to the Chamber and   
    provide proof of age

WIN THE ULTIMATE

Ambassador’s Luncheon
February 19
at the Chamber office

p
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Sponsor of 
the month BUMPERS

A large number of attendees of the Canton Chamber’s 2016 
Annual Dinner held at the Nissan plant gather during the 
reception for a photo.  (Canton Chamber Executive Director, 
Toya Veals; Canton Chamber Board Chair, Chan Chandler; 
Former Governor Ronnie Musgrove; Canton Mayor Arnel 
Bolden; and, Nissan Canton’s spokesperson Pamela Confer 
at Center).  

This was Nissan Canton’s first time hosting the 
dinner, which brought over 200 business, political 
and community leaders together to celebrate the 
uniqueness of commerce in Canton.  The Canton 
Chamber has an ever-growing membership, and 
focuses on boosting the successes of new and existing 
business owners in Canton.
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Governor Phil Bryant, Lt. Governor Tate Reeves and Mayor Arnel Bolden were at Nissan 
Canton for the launch of the new Titan XD in November. It is called the American Titan be-
cause it was designed in California, engineered in Michigan, tested in Arizona, assembled 
in Mississippi and powered by Tennessee and Cummins in Indiana. The Canton Nissan 
facility, originally opened in May 2003, has more than 6,000 employees and has produced 
more than three million vehicles to date. The facility covers 4.2 million square feet. Along 
with the TITAN XD, models produced include Altima, Armada, Frontier, NV Cargo Van, NV 
Passenger Van and Murano.

Nissan launches new Titan XD 
to be built at the Canton plant

1976 Highway 43 North | Canton MS 39046 | 601.407.1120

BIG TAX SALE!  3 room special only $1499.99

Mon-Fri: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
and Sat: 10:00 am - 3:00 am 

Like us on Facebook - and on Twitter @bigdaddysinc

1976 Highway 43 North | Canton MS 39046
Phone: 601.407.1730

Jewelry Repair • Guns
Electronics • Furniture

Pawn Loans
Buy Scrap Gold

Hours
Mon - Fri:
10:00 AM to
6:00 PM 

Sat: 
10:00 AM to
3:00 PM 

Like us on Facebook - and on Twitter @bigdaddysinc

We offer

SUPER PAWN
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Graduation of
 pre-kindergarten class                      

Greater Refuge 
Temple Church

Multipurpose 
Resource Center

Day Care • Summer Camp • Music • After School • Computer Training • Banquet Hall Rental

375 Morgan Road • Canton, Mississippi • 39046 • 601-859-1900 • www.greaterrefugetemplecanton.com

 After school/summer camp scholars 
visit the Memphis Zoo

Our lovely banquet hall,
available for rental              

Educating and Empowering the Community One Child at a Time

Valentine’sDance
Friday, February 12

from 7-11 p.m.
Canton Community Center

330 North Union Street, Canton
Ages 13-17

Admission is $3.00

Red & white affair

Youth 
Baseball/Softball

$40 per child
T-ball for 4-5 years old

Coach pitch for 6-8 years old
Minors for 9-11 years old

Baseball for 12-14 years old
Majors for 15-16 years old

Adult volunteer coaches are needed!
for more info call 601-859-4358

Senior Citizens
Masquerade Party

Tuesday, February 9
     from 1-4 p.m.

                        Canton Multipurpose 
& Equine Center

501 Soldiers Colony Rd, Canton
RSVP by January 29 to 
Lisa at 601-859-4358 or

lisa@cantonparksandrecreation.com

Catfish Rodeo
Sponsored by 

Canton Parks & Recreation and
MS Dept of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks

Saturday, March 19
Registration at 9 a.m.
Turcotte Lab (Canton)

506 HWY 43 South  
Take Hwy 43 south to Ross Barnett 

Reservoir and follow the signs
Ages 16 and under FREE

FISHING • ENTERTAINMENT • PRIZES
Bring your own fishing equipment, tackle & bait. 

Children must be acommpanied by an adult.

call 601-859-4358 or 601-573-0985 
for more information.

501 Soldiers Colony Road • 601-859-4358  • www.cityofcantonms.com
City of Canton Parks & Recreation

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Public School District 
(CPSD) will offer a limited number 
of pre-kindergarten classes for the 
2016-17 school year. Class size will 
be limited to 20 students, and the dis-
trict will offer three classes, for a total 
of 60 students.
All children must be pre-screened 

as part of the application process for 
the program. The pre-kindergarten 
screening for the 2016-2017 school 
year will be conducted from February 
1 through April 29.
Parents can complete registration 

from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. daily during 
that time period.  Upon completion of 
the application and all required docu-
ments, parents will be given a time to 
return for students to be screened.
Students must be four years old on 

or before September 1, 2016 to be 
eligible for the pre-kindergarten 
program. Parents or legal guardians 
must complete and sign a pre-kin-
dergarten application at Rueben B. 
Myers Canton School of the Arts 
and Sciences. 
When registering children who 

have been accepted for the pre-kin-
dergarten program, parents or 
guardians should bring a certified 
birth certificate, the student’s social 
security card (optional), two proof 
of residency documents, and a Mis-
sissippi immunization compliance 
certificate.
For more information, please 

contact Dr. Sametra D. Chi-
solm-Brown, director literacy and 
early childhood education, CPSD 
Office of College and Career Read-
iness, at 601-859-3372 or email                       
sametrachisolm@cantonschools.net.

Canton Public School District  
holds pre-k screening now-April

         See more online at
      Cantonnews.net
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TWAW Shooting Chapter Clinton/Raymond MS
www.TWAWshootingchapters.org

BOONDOCKS FIREARMS TRAINING ACADEMY

Attitude Ability Awareness

 

The Boondocks is an all-inclusive training facility designed 
for both men and women to learn safe gun handling and 

11771 Highway 18
 

769-972-2382
 

Raymond, MS 39154

 Monthly TWAW Chapter Meetings
 State of the Art Facility

 Safety is our Priority
 Education is Key
 Enjoyment is Goal

Class Descriptions on Website
www.BoondocksFTA.com
Sign up online for your class
Click on Class Title to receive class description/prices/etc.

and economic surge over the past five 
years.
Merit Health Madison is the recip-

ient of the 2015 Vision Award from 
the Madison County Business League 
and Foundation and Madison County 
Economic Development Authority. 
Recently, the hospital was also named 
“Hospital of the Year” (facilities under 

cont. from front page

Groundbreaking 100 beds) by the Mississippi Nurs-
es Association, and “Best Place to 
Work” and provider of “Best Health 
Services” by the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce’s Annual Best of Canton 
Community Poll. 
Merit Health Madison partnered with 

construction firm Brasfield & Gorrie, 
medical real estate developer Capital 
Growth Medvest and architectural 
firm Goodwyn Mills Cawood on the 
development of the new location.

One Way Quartet will present a free concert on Saturday, February 27, at 6 p.m. at the 
Center Terrace Baptist Church, 605 East Peace Street. It is open to the public.

Free quartet concert set

 Photo special to The Canton News
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Originally a mercantile in the ear-
ly 1900s until the late 1960s, Sulm’s 
(SOO-lumz) 
is now 
owned by 
Erin Noble 
and has three 
stores in one.  
Offering cus-
tomers hand-
made gifts, 
original art, 
and unique 
fashion, the Liberty Street retailer is 
also the Canton Chamber’s Merchant 
of the Year and a mainstay on the Can-
ton Square.
Janet Dowdle, Noble’s niece, re-

opened the mercantile in the late 
1970s, naming it Sulm’s Gifts.  In 
1985, Noble bought it with the orig-
inal fixtures. The store was formerly 
on north on the Square; it is now on 
the east side in the former Busy Bee 
Café, which her husband’s grandfa-
ther owned.   
Sulm’s Gifts carries home décor, 

Mississippi-made items, gourmet bas-
kets, corporate baskets, designer jew-
elry, baby items, and purses.  Invited 
to be the gift shop in Merit Health 
Madison, Sulm’s has operated there 

Sulm’s Gifts, The Gallery, K Couture: Three stores in one

for three years.  A bridal registry is 
also available.  
The Gallery is artist-owned by Noel 

Webb and her mother, Joyce Street, 
who started painting in 2005.  In 2007, 
they opened a shop at the corner of 
the Square and operated eight years. 

After her mother retired, Webb joined 
the mercantile as the second shop in 
May, 2015.
Good for Webb and Noble, The Gal-

lery’s artwork complimented the gift 
items.  Webb sells to those remodel-
ing, buying, building, or looking for 

art gifts, she said.  
The acrylic large 
or small pieces 
are Webb’s work, 
and her moth-
er still paints 
and adds pieces.  
Styles are ab-
stract, and fea-
ture old churches, 
New Orleans 
scenes, etc.
Karin Stew-

art, K. Kouture 
owner, was a re-
tired professional 
when approached 
by Noble, her sis-
ter.  She opened 
the third store in 
September, 2015, 
because she 
loved fashion.  
It carries appar-
el for teens and 
adult women.  
Currently in store 

are classics, 60s and 70s styles with 
fringe, suede, etc.  K. Kouture price 
points range from $29-$120. 
“Business has been thriving,” Stew-

art said. “Supporting Canton business-
es helps us all.  We want Cantonians 
to know we are here for them.”

 Photo special to The Canton News 

“Sulm’s Sells It” used to be the former mercantile’s slogan. Now, the 
Liberty Street retailer sells a variety of gifts, paintings and fashions 
with their three stores in one. From left, store owners Noel Webb, 
The Gallery; Karin Stewart, K. Kouture; and Erin Noble, Sulm’s Gifts.

MOSBY’S DRUG STORE

1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046|601-859-4212  8:30-6:00 M-F 
8:30-2:00 Sat

Serving Canton and Madison County since 1843

 Photo by The Canton News 

Erin Noble accepts Merchant of the Year 
award at the Canton Chamber Annual Meet-
ing.  Miriam Koury  of Buttross Department 
Store, right, presented the award.

By Sarah D. Johnson

Business
Spotlight
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195 E. Peace Street | 276 Nissan Parkway | 601.859.3939 | 877.727.4780 

We can also handle 
your postal needs 
7 days a week 
8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

The Knights of Pillar Nurses Asso-
ciation (KPNA) is a Canton-based 
non-profit nurses support group start-
ed a year ago by President Bertha Mc-
Gruder and 14 other members. They 
meet monthly on the fourth Sunday, 
at 4 p.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church.
The KPNA mission is to support their 

peers who are experiencing some type 

Knights of Pillar Nurses Association 
serving its local Canton members

of illness or disease, and to provide 
health education to the community.  
During the group’s first year, they ex-
hibited at a community-wide health 
fair.  A prayer service was also held 
for Sister Joyce Adams, and a special 
memorial service was held honor-
ing all deceased nurses and certified 
nursing assistants.
For more information on KPNA, 

email wecare_wecan@yahoo.com.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Intentional living, writing your story

Photo special to The Canton News

By Guest Columnist Kathy Amos

Happy New Year! How wonderful it 
is to enter into a new season of your 
life. As you reflect on 
your story in 2015, on 
a scale of 1-10, how 
would you rate it? 
Did your plot tell of 
any significance you 
made in the lives of 
others? Did your story 
indicate that you mat-
ter? Did you use the 
gifts you have to bless 
others? When you flip 
through the pages, 
were your thoughts 
and actions inten-
tional? If not, now is 
a great time to write 
your story.
God created us on 

purpose and with a di-
vine plan to make our 
world a better place 
to live. He filled us 
with destiny and gave us gifts, tal-
ents, dreams and visions. When we 
become aware of the greatness within 
us, we become intentional about the 
life we live and how we impact oth-
ers.

We all love to hear or read a great 
story, but often times we forget that 
there’s a great story inside of us. God 
has an amazing way of bringing our 
story to life by presenting us with 

various situa-
tions and circum-
stances. They 
either move us to 
change ourselves 
or change our sit-
uation.  When we 
use those emo-
tions in a posi-
tive way, a fiery 
passion is kin-
dled within us. 
The hotter that 
passion burns, 
the more we 
understand our 
“WHY”.  And 
when we under-
stand our “WHY,” 
we can find our 
way. 
Amos is a certi-

fied coach, speaker and trainer with the 
John Maxwell team. She is successful 
in developing partnerships with local 
government, schools and churches to 
develop leaders, unify the community, 
and empower women and children.

1150 East Peace St.
Canton
archiesmith@allstate.com

Archie Smith
601-859-3183

16
34

76

Feature is optional and subject to terms, conditions and availability. 
Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co. Northbrook, IL. © 2012 
Allstate Insurance Co.

Let me help you get the protection you need.
Deductible Rewards. Accident Forgiveness. 
New Car Replacement. Sound good? It’s 
time you gave me a call.It’s time to make the 

world a better place 
to drive.
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ValuePlus Free Checking
You deserve better than fees and fine print. 
With our ValuePlus Free Checking account, there are 
no tricky fees and no conditions. Enjoy your FREEdom.

No fees  |  No minimum balance  |  Free mobile check deposit
Free mobile banking  |  Free online banking  |  
Free instant issue CheckCard

© Copyright 2015 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

BankPlus.net

CLASES DE INGLES PARA ADULTOS     
EN LA LIBRERIA DE CANTON

Clases los MARTES                                                
Comenzando el 12 de enero, 2016          

4:30 pm – 5:30 pm

Beneficios de Hablar inglés:
- Mejores oportunidades económicas y en el trabajo
- Aprender ayudar a sus hijos con su taréa
- Saber como comunicar efectivamente con los maestros de sus hijos

Inscripciones del 4 de enero – 2 de febrero, 2016

ADULT ESL PROGRAM       
CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

102 Priestley Street Canton, MS 39046  (601) 859-3202

Registration from 
January 4th – February 2nd, 2016

Classes Begin  on January 12, 2016                                   
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm

Sponsored By:                                                                                            
Canton Public Library in collaboration with the                                        
Mi Cambio non-profit organization

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
NECESITAMOS VOLUNTARIOS

CLASES DE INGLES PARA ADULTOS     
EN LA LIBRERIA DE CANTON

Clases los MARTES                                                
Comenzando el 12 de enero, 2016          

4:30 pm – 5:30 pm

Beneficios de Hablar inglés:
- Mejores oportunidades económicas y en el trabajo
- Aprender ayudar a sus hijos con su taréa
- Saber como comunicar efectivamente con los maestros de sus hijos

Inscripciones del 4 de enero – 2 de febrero, 2016

ADULT ESL PROGRAM       
CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

102 Priestley Street Canton, MS 39046  (601) 859-3202

Registration from 
January 4th – February 2nd, 2016

Classes Begin  on January 12, 2016                                   
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm

Sponsored By:                                                                                            
Canton Public Library in collaboration with the                                        
Mi Cambio non-profit organization

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
NECESITAMOS VOLUNTARIOS

CLASES DE INGLES PARA 
ADULTOS EN LA LIBRERIA 
DE CANTON 

102 Priestly Street • Canton, MS 
(601) 859-3202

Inscipciones del 
4 de enero - 2 de febrero, 2016 
Classes began January 12, 2016 
and run through April 26, 2016
4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  
Can join at any time

Clases los MARTES 
Comenzando el 12 de enero, 2016 
4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Sponsored by the Canton Public Library in collaboration 
with the Mi Cambio non-profit organization.

Andrew Arana, 
Instructor
As the founder 
of Mi Cambio, 
he works for 
the rights and 
socio-economic 
development of 
the Hispanic 
population. 

Beneficios de Hablar ingles:
-Mejores oportunidades  
 economicas y en el trabajo
-Aprender ayudar a sus hijos 
 con su tarea
-Saber como comunicar 
 efectivamente con los 
 maestros de sus hijos

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED • NECESITAMOS VOLUNTARIOS

ADULT ESL PROGRAM
CANTON PUBLIC 
LIBRARY

By Susie A. Wolfe 

Kenny Wayne Jones is the new Vice 
President for Corporate Services for 
Canton Municipal Utilities (CMU).  
The former state 
senator previously 
served on the CMU 
Board of Commis-
sioners and, most 
recently, served as 
a consultant to the 
CMU Board.
Jones represent-

ed Attala, Holmes, 
Madison and Yazoo 
Counties from Janu-
ary, 2008 – Decem-
ber, 2015.  He also 
served as an alder-
man for the City of 
Canton for 12 years 
prior to being elected 
to the state legisla-
ture.
“Leaving the legislature afforded me 

many options toward the future,” said 
Jones. “But, I’m a Cantonian to my 
heart, and, I felt being able to work 

Former state senator Kenny 
Wayne Jones joins CMU as 
new Corporate Services VP

at home was a tremendous opportu-
nity to still serve the community that 
I love. It was actually a no-brainer to 
me.”

Having received his 
early education at Holy 
Child Jesus School, 
Jones later graduat-
ed from Canton High 
School.   He then at-
tended Jackson State 
University where he 
received Bachelor’s 
and Masters’ degrees 
in Diversified Tech-
nology.  Additionally, 
he served as a medical 
specialist in the United 
States Army Reserve, 
where he retired after 
23 years of service. 
As the VP of Corpo-

rate Services, Jones 
will have overall re-

sponsibility for CMU facilities/
grounds, governmental affairs, fleet, 
marketing, contract administration, 
claims, safety and health and land 
management.

Photo special to The Canton News 

Businesses that retired in 2015 were honored at the Chamber’s Annual Meeting: Alice 
Jean Hawkins and Joe Watts, Jr. from Noble Watts; Tip Hailey (shown) from Hailey Animal 
Hospital; and Lloyd Simpson, CPA.

Chamber honors retirees

Photo by The Canton News 
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                   CANTON 
DISCOUNT DRUGS

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

601.859.3131
Hwy 51 (3091 S. Liberty St.) 

www.ptworks4u.com

Marti Nance, PT
Camie Farmer, PTA

Serving the Canton Area for 14 Years

By Susie A. Wolfe

Rodriquez Brown, a 
Canton native, is cur-
rently serving his sec-
ond term as alderman 
of Ward One.  He is a 
graduate of Jackson 
State University with 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Social Sci-
ence education, and is 
a tenth-grade geometry 
teacher at Canton High 
School.
As alderman of Ward 

One, Brown serves northeast Canton 
from Highway 43 to Liberty Street.  

Rodriguez Brown serves community 
as an educator and an alderman

He has been instrumental in the con-
tinued repair of roads, job creation, 

and the development of new 
businesses, such as Walmart 
and Madison River Oaks 
Hospital.  He has also hosted 
back-to-school events in his 
ward.
Brown said, “I am dedicated 

to improving the lives of ev-
ery citizen of Canton through 
community outreach and ad-
vocacy.  I believe in listening 
to the concerns of the com-
munity and engaging citizens 

in the successful resolution of (those) 
concerns. “

Photo special to The Canton News

Looking for a flexible part-time job in 
sales with your hometown paper?

We currently have an opening for an account rep. Please e-mail your 
resume and cover letter to:  News@CantonNews.net

CantonNews.net • 601-667-4667  
P.O. Box 1163 | Canton, MS 39046 www.facebook.com/cantonnews

Find us on Facebook!


